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PREFACE. 



T has been the Opinl- 'm 

on of many Perfbns of 
[j great Scnfe and Learn- 
j ing, chat the Know- 
■■ ledeeof aGod,as well 
as fomc other ielf-evident and un- 
contefted Notions, is born with 
us, and Exiils antecedent to any 
Peiccption or Operation of the 
Mind, They cxprcfs themfelves 
on this SubjtcS in Metaphorical 
Terms, akogether unbecoming 
Philofophical and Judicious En- 
quiries, while they aflcrt, that the 
Knowledge of a God is interwo^ . 
A 1 vca' f 
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veil with our ConftitutioD, that 
'tis Written, Engraven, Stampc, 
''iMid Iinprintedin dear and difccra** 
bie CharatSters on the Heart, in 
which manner of Speech they af- 
fect to follow the greaL Orator of 
the Romans. 

By thcfe unartful Phrafes they 
can mean nothing but this, that 
ihc Propofition There is a Cody is 
afitually Exiftetit in the Mind, as 
foon as the Mind has its Beings 
and is not at firft acqutr'd, tho' it ' 
may be afterwards confirm'd, by 
any Aft of Rcafou, by any Argu- 
ment or Demonrtration. I muft 
confcis my Inability to conceive 
this inbred ICnowlcdge, thcfe O- 
riginal independent Ideas, that owe 
not their Being to the Operation 
of the Underltanding, but are, I 
• know not how^Congenitc and Co- 
cxiftent with it. 

For how a Man can be I^tid to 
live Knowledge bffore he Knows, 
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how Ideas can exift in the Mind 
without and before Perception, I 
muft own is too difficult for me 
to comprehend. That a Man- is 
born with a Faculty or Capacity 
to know, tho' as yet without any 
Knowledge > and that, as the Eye 
has a Native Dlfpoiicion and Apti- 
tude to perceive the Light, when 
fitly of&r'd, tho' as yet it never 
exercis'd any aft of Vifion, and had 
no innate Images in the Wombj 
fo the Mind is endu'd with a Pow- 
er and Faculty to know and per- 
ceive the Truth of this Propofiti^ 
on, 7T:)ere is a God^ as foon as ic 
ihall be reprcfcnted to it^ All this 
is clear and intelligible; but any 
thing more is, as I have iaid, a- 
bove my reach. In this Opinion, 
which I had many Year^ ago en- 
tertained, I was afterwards con- 
firm'd by the famous Author of .. 
the Eflay of human Underftanding. 
Nor can I fee, that by this Do- 

A 5 fitx vjx^ 
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the Efteft, and from the Creation 
infers the- Creator. 

'Tis vei-y probable that tbolc 
■vAko believe an innate Idea ot a 
Divine Being, unproduced by any 
■Operation oFthe Mind, were led 
■by this to another Opinion, name- 
ly, that there never was in the 
World a real Atheiil in Belief and 
Speculation, how many foever there 
-may have been in Life and Pra- 
^ice. But upon due Examination, 
tthis'Opinion, 1 imagine, will not 
■abHIr the Tell, which 1 ihall cii- 
■doavour to make evident. 
- Btit before I enter upon this 
iSabjc£t, it fccms proper to take 
^Krtice of tfe»vApoiogy,ivhich le- 
•rcral Pcrfons of great Leatniogiind 
<iafldour have made for many fji- 
•nousMcn, and great Philofopiiersj 
Tmjuftly accus'd of Impiety. 
• WhoeverlhalHct about to mend 
■tJic World, and reform Mem No- 
tions, as well as thdt' Manners, 
:i'^ A 4 will 



r 




^ 



flje P RE FA C B. 
■will certainly be thcMarkofmucft 
Scandal and Reproach ; and will 
effectually be convinced that 'tis 
100 pofliblc,thac the greateft Lovcvs 
and Bencfii£tors of MaukiniJ, may 
be repreicnred by the Multitude, 
whofe Opiniens theycono'adift, us 
the worll of Men. The Jiai riy Uii- 
dercakci'S, who exprcfs their Zeal" 
to rc^titic the Sentiments of a pre* 
judic'd People in Matters of Reli- 
gion, who labour toftem the Tide 
of popular Error, and ftrilce at the 
Foundations of any Ancient, Erta- 
blifh'd Superflition, mull them/- 
fclyjs cxpc6t to be treated as prag- 
matical and infoicnt Innovatoi-s, 
Dilhirbcrs of the publick Peace, 
and the great Enemies of Religion. 
The Obfervation of all Ages con- 
firms this Truth ; and if any Maa 
who is doubtful of it would try 
the Experiment, I make no quefti- J 
on he will veryfoon be thoroughp j 
convinc'd. .j 
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'Tis no wonder therefore, that 
.^axasoras^ ifio' he was rhe firft 
Philofophcr who plainly alTcrced 
art Eternal Mind, by whofc Power 
the World was made, for oppo- 
fing the publick Worfhip of yf- 
tbens , whofe relin'd Wits were 
plung'din the moft fcnfclefs Idola- 
try, and particularly for denying 
the Divinity of the Smi, Ihouldbc 
condemn'd forlrreligion, and Trea^ 
fon a^infi the Gods; and be hea- 
vily nn'd and banilli'd the City. 
*Tis not ftrange, after fo fharp a 
Pcrfccution of this zealous Reform- 
er, that i'ocra/i'j, the next Succcf- 
CoT but one to Anaxagoras.,-andihc 
laft of the Ionic School, for oppo- 
fingtheirfcmdalous Rabbleof Dei- 
ties, and afTerting one Di\'ine Being, 
Ihould be condemn'd for Atheifmi 
and put to Death by blind Su- 
perftition and inipkcable Bigottry. 
Some have been condemn'd By 
tbcir Aotagonlfls for Impi«cy, who 
A' r maiiv- - 
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maintain Poiitions, which thtife 
from whom they dilTcnc, imagine 
have a Tendency to the Disbelief 
of a Deity. But this is a manifeft 
Violation of Jiillicc, as well as Can- 
dour, to impute to any Man the 
remote Confeqiiences of his Opi- 
nion, which he himfelf difcluims 
and dcicfls; and who, ifhefawthe 
Connexion of his Principles with 
fuch Conclulions, would readily 
renounce them. No Man can be 
reafonably charg'd with more Opi- 
nions than he ownsj And if this 
Juflice were obfcrv'd in Polemical 
Difcourfes, as well of Theology as 
Philofbphy, many Perfons had c» 
Icap'd thofe hard Names, and ter- 
rible Ceofures, which their angiy 
Antagonills have thought fit to fix i 
upon them. No One therefore is t 
to be reputed an Atheiil, or an { 
Enemy to Religion, upon the ac- i 
count of any cironcous Opinion, ■ 
fjom which Aiiothcr may by along i 
^L. Chaio 
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"Ghain of Sequels draw that Con* 
clufion •, much lefs for holding a- 
ny Doftrines in Philofophy, which 
•the common People arc not able 
to examine or comprehend, who, . 
when they meddle with Specula- 
tions, of which they are unquali- - 
fy'd to Judge, will be as apt to cen- 
fure a Philofopher for an Atheift, 
as an Aftronomer for a Magician 

I would fain too in this place 
make fome Apology for the great 
Numbers of loofeand vicious Men, 
who laugh at Religion, - and feetn 
in their Converfation to difclaim 
the 'Belief of a Deity. I do not 
mean an Apology for their Pra- 
&ice, but their Opinion. I hope 
thcfe unhappy P^rfons, at Icaftthc 
greateft part, who have given up 
the Reins to their Paflions and ex- 
orbitant Appetites, are, rather than 
Atheifts, a carclefs and flupid fort 
of Creatures, who cither out of a 
fupine .l*cmpcr, or for fear of be- 
ing 
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wig difturb'd with Remorfc inthcir 
unwarrantable Enjoyments, never 
foberly confider with themfelves, 
or cxercife their Reafon on things 
of tlic highcd Iniportancc. Thclc 
Pcrlbns never examine the Argu^ 
raents that enforce the Belief of a 
Deity, and the Obligations of Re- 
ligion; But take the Word of their 
ingenious Friends, or foine Athe- 
iftical Pretender to Philofophy, 
whoaflures them there is no God, 
and therefore no Religion. And not- 
withftandingallAcheills have leave 
given them by their Principles to 
Become Libertines, yet it is noc 
true that all Libertines arc Athcifts. 
Some planily aficrt their Belief of 
31 God, and others, who deny his 
Esiftence, yet do not deny it up- 
on any Principles, any Scheme of 
Philofephywhich they have fram'd, 
and by which they account for 
the Exillence and Duration of the 
World'jin che.bciuufui Order in 
■which'^ 
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with the Direftion and Govern- 
ment of the World, is altogether' 
indifferent, whether we worihip 
oraIFronthim,and isneithcrpleas'd 
nor t^pkas'd with any of our A- 
ftiom i he would cenainly to ns be- 
the (Kme as no God. The Log in 
the Fable would be ahogether as 
TCnerable a Deity \ for if he has no 
Conccinwith iis,'tis plain we have 
none with him : If wc arc not fub- 
jeft to any Laws he has made for 
■8, we can never be Obedient or 
Difobedient, nor can wc need For- 
gTvcntft, or expeft Reward. If 
^e are not the Subjects of his Care 
md Proteftion, we can owe him 
no Love or Gratitude > if he ci- 
ther docs not hear, or difregards 
0131 Prayers, how impertinent is it 
to build Temples, and toWorftiip 
Bt his Altars? In my Opinion, fuch 
Notions of a Deity, which lay the 
Ax ro the Root of all Religion, 
* make all the Expreffions of ic 
idle 
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idle awl ridiculous ; which dd 
the DiftiwEHon of Good and ] 
all Morality of our Aftioas, 
remove all the Grounds and ] 
ions of fcar of Punifhment, 
hope of Reward, will julliy deno- 
minate a Man an Athcnt, tho' he ' 
ever fo much difclaims that igna- 
mioioiis Title. 

Tholes the Founder of the Jenic 
School, and the Pliiiofophers who 
fucceeded hira, jiaaximander^ A' 
eaximenejj Diogenes j^polUonales^ A" 
Mxagoras and JrchelauSf are ccn- 
iur'd by jlrifiotk as Disbelievers of 
a Deity i the Rcafon he gives isj 
that thefc Philofophers,. in treating 
of the Principles of the World, ne- 
ver introduce the Deity, asthe Ef- 
ficient Caufe. But if it be confi- 
der'd, that Natural Sciicncc was 
then in its Infancy, and that thofe 
Primitive Philofophers only under- 
took to account for the material 
Biinciplej out ofwhich, the Woili 
wa» 
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was made, which one aflcrtcd 
be Water, one Fire, another A_ 
iho' this may prove that they fbrm'w, 
but a lame and unfinifh'd Scheine' 
of Philofophy, vft it does noi c- 
vincc, thiit they dcny'd the Beiiig 
of a God, or that they did not be- 
lieve him to be iheEfficicntCai^B 
of all Things. 'Tis indeed a cofc' 
vinctng Evidence that their Ph: ' 
I lolbphy was imperfrft, as at firft 
might well bcj but from their S. 
( .Icnce or Omiffion of him Jn thei^. 
I Syftems, when, they defign'd to 
I treat only of the material Caufes 
I of Things, 'tis unrcalbnable lo aG- 
firm, that they Jeny'd his Being.: 
I .and 'tis certain Anaxa^oras taught, 
that bcGdesMaltcr, it wasabfolut0- 
lynccefiarytoaiTert aDivincIVlind, 
the Contriver and Maker of the 

E\ and for th is Religious Prin- 
s was faid before, be wiw 
M an Illuftrious Confeflbr. 
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After the Death o( Socn 
Ionic School was loan dividea 
various Sefts and Philofophical 
ties: Of the Cyrenalc School,? 
donts and Dion Berifihenites-, ^ 
reputed Atheifts, Contemnei 
the Gods, and Deriders of i 
ligion. Yet fince it does not 
■pear, that they had form'd any 
pious Scheme of Philofophy. 
maintain'd their Iireligion by 
-pretended Principles of Reafoi 
IS not improbable that thefc J 
■were rathci- abandon'd Libert 
■without Confideration and R 
■ftion, than Speculative and PI 
fophical Atheifts. 

The Italic School, to its j 
■Dillionour, was move fertile in 
piety, and prodnc'da greater r 
ber of thefe Irreligious Philofoj- 
The Mafters, who fvicce 
their fiimoits Founder Pythag 
foon degenerated from his t 
and pious Principles, and not 
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gonupted the Purity of his Do- 
fetinc, but became downright Apo- 
p^es, renouncing the Belief of a 
God, and fubveiting the Founda- 
Itiwis of Religion. Leucippus^, De~ 
Meaitus, Diagoras and Protagoras 
were juftly reckon'd in this Rank ^ 
™f1io ftficried, that the World was 
UDflide by the Cafual Combination 
bf Atoms, without any AfTiftancc 
T Direftion of a Divine Mind. 
They taught their Followers this 
Doftrine, fupported it with Argu- 
[»ents,and fowereAiheifls onpre- 
;ended Principles of Reafon. But 
Bfiong all the ancient obdurnteA- 
beiils, and inveterate Enemies of 
^ligion, no One feems more fin- 
cre, or more implacable than £- 
tatrus. 

And though this Perfon was pcr- 
apsofas dull an Underftanding, 
Fas imrefin'd Thought, and aslic- 
e Sagaicty and Penetration, as a- 
f Man, who was ever compli-. 
mentcd 
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mented with the Name of a PI 
lolbplierj yet feveral great Wi 
and Men of diftinguiih'd Lcarni 
in this laft Age, have been pleai 
to give the World high Encon 
umsofhis Capacity and Supcri 
Attainments. 

After a long Night of Ignoi-aii 
had overfpread the Face oT £»rtf 
many wife Men, from a genert 
Love of Truth, refolv'd to cxi 
cife their Reafon, and free thei 
felves from Prejudice, and a ferv 
Veneration of great Names, a 
prevailing Authority j and gro' 
ing impatient of Tyrannical Imf 
£tions, as well in Philoibphy^ 
Religion, to their great Hone 
feparated both from the Chur 
Gf Rome, and the School o( Arij 
tie. Thefe Patriots of the Coi 
monwcalth of Learning combii 
to reform the Corruptions, andi 
drefi the Grievances, of Philof 
phyj to pull down the Peripai 
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Bck Monarchy, and let up a free 
ind independent State of Science > 
ind being fully convinc'd of the 
iWeakneft and Unreafonablenefs of 
jfrifiotle's Syftem, which confiftcd 
chiefly in Words without any de- 
l^enuinM Meaning, and idle Me- 
a{»hy(ical Definitions, of which 
nany were falfe, and many unin- 
elligiblci they in this Cafe had 
ccourfe to the Corpiifcularian Hy- 
ttbejisj and reviv'd the obfolete 
ind exploded Syftem oi Epicurus. 
Many of thefc noble Leaders, 
vho had dcclur'd againft the Peri- 
atetick Ufurpation, and afTcrtcd 
he Rights and Liberties of human 
tlnderitanding, call'd in this Phi- 
Dfbpher, for want of a Better, to 
Icpofe jri^otle. And tho' a gcne- 
tll Revolution did not follow, yet 
he Defection from the Prince of 
ciencc, as he was once efteem'd, 
I very great. When thcfe firft 
" ncrsof^yJii/Ze'sScliDoI had 
efpoufed 
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^pfpouTed the IntereH; of Epictt^ 
and inti'oducM his Doftrlnes, t^ 
ilis Hypodiefis might be recci?^ 
with the lefs OppoQtion, tficy 
thought it ncccHiiry to remove the 
ignorainious Charactevof Impietyi 
under which their Philolopher bad 
long kin. And 'tis indeed veryijs- 
tural for a Man who has cmbrac'i 
another's Notions and Piinciplcfc 
to believe well of his Mafter, ana 
to ftand up in the Deftnce of hit 
Reputation. The Learned Gaf' 
fcndiii is eminent above all othen 
forthc warm Zeal hehascxpreis'd. 
and the great Pains he has taken, 
to vindicate the Honour of EpicUj 
fits, and clear his Character frofl 
the Imputation of Irreligion, 

After the unhappy Fate of Ana- 
xsgoraSf and the great Soerates^ 'tis 
ivr wonder that the Pbilofophcrs, 
who luccecded, fhould grow more 
cauyous in propagating their Oph 
uiom, for rear of provoldng tae 






™ therefore it '"'"y abhors- 
'P^«J,S'l,f''«tie,rat' 
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while he excludes them froA 
any Hand in making, or Care M 
guiding and governing the World, 
and undertakes co mow that all 
Things were brought about by 
meet Chance, without any help or 
dirc£tion of the Gods, who are<l|i>' 
together unconcern'd with huMA* 
Affiiirs, and rcgaidlefs of our A- 
^iom, he mud laugh in himfelf, 
and be fuppos'dto have form'd this 
ridicuJous Idea of a Divine Being 
meerly to efcapc the Charafter of 
an impiousPh ilofopher. For though 
he owns the Name of a God, by 
his Defcriptionhe entirely deftroys 
the Divine Nature ; nor do I think 
that /irilloUe can be defended front 
the Charge of Atheifm, for while 
he affirms tbat the World as to 
its Formation, as well as its Pro-' 
greflion and Duration, is independ* 
ent on the Gods, and owes nothing 
to their Power, Wifdom or Pro- 
vJdencCf he utterly fubverts all Prt 
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to Religion and Divine Wor- 
. and comes at krt into the 
»„-£,s ot the Epicurean Scheme ; 
This, I believe, I have plainly 
prov'd in the following Poem. 

As to the Modem Atbeifts,^i»- 
maas^ Hobbs and Sptiofa^ I have 

taken of them in thcirTurn, and 
all ooc anticipate what is Taid 
hereafter. 

I have been determin'd to em- 
ploy feme of my leifuie Hours in 
writing on this Subjcft, by the 
melMicholy Reflection I have of- 
ten made on the Growth of Pro- 
phanenefs, and the prevailing Pow- 
er of loofe and irreligious Princi- 
ples in this Nation. 

'Tis a mortifying Contidcration 
to All who love Mankind, and wiih 
well to their Countiy, that this 
Opioion has of lace Yeai-s, above 
the Example of pall Ages, fprcad 
OS contagious Influence To far and 
^^^ chat now embolden'd by the 
a Power 

9 
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■Power and Numberof its Aflcrters 
il becomes Infolenc and Formida- 
ble. TholcimpiousMaxims,\which 
a fmall Party in the kit Age, when 
inflam'd with Wine vented in pri- 
vate, are now the Entertainment 
of theCofl-ee-houCe, piiblickly pr0- 
fcfs'd, and in manyCompanicsfpp- 
Iccn of in cool Blood, as the ordi- 
nary Stibjffts of Convcrfation. 

Ail Ages have brought forth 
fomc Monfters, fome Profcflbrs, . 
and Patrons of Ineligion> Mon- 
fters in refpcft of their Scarccnds, J 
as well as Deformity ; but the a- I 
mazing Abundance of thefe odioQs I 
Produftions i?, \ believe, peculi- ? 
ar to this fertile Age. I am apt to - 
think, that moil who were reck- " 
on'd Atheiils in former Reigns ' 
were rather unbridled Libertines, |- 
than irreligious in Principle; but - 
now we are fo far advanc'd, that ' 
the ]nfe£tion has feiz'd the Mindj -■ 
ths Atbcift in Pra£tico is becoi 
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one iu Speculation, nnd Loofcnds 
^ Manners iraprov'd co intellefbu- 
U Impiety. 

Many, which is without Exam- 
ple, exprcfs an ardent Zeal forPro- 
phancnefs, arc grown Bigots in 
l^tbeiTm, and with great Im^uftrTT 
wd Application propagate their 
Principles, form Parties, and con- 
cert Mcafures to carry on with 
Vigour the Caufe of Irreligion. 
They cards and are very fond of 
tiiOK who boldly declare for Im- 
piety, and mock all Religion, as 
Cheat and Impofture. Thcfe are 
Wits, Men of^enfe, of large and 
free Thoughts, and cannot fail of ■ 
being Men in Fafhioo. And ai 
the Renegades and Dcfcrters of 
Heaven, who renounce their God 
for the Favour of Men, and chuTc 
to grow popular at the deareft 
Rate, are by many protc£led and 
Ijgplaudcd i fo there are Places 
muen a Man that has the Aflu- 
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rancc to own the Belief of a Dei^ ' 
ty, and a fururc State, would bd 
expoi'd and hiugh'ti out of Coiin- 
tenance.Hencc many are tempted to 
conceal their Notions of Religion I 
for fearof blafting thcif Reputatibqi j 
andof being negle£ted and defpii'd I 
by ttiofc, fi'om whole Favourthc^ 
cxpe6t Profit or Promotion: 

Immediately after the Reftora-J , 
tion, the People, intoxicated with - 
the Pleafures of Peace, and infiii- . 
cnc'd by the Exanlple.ofa looft i 
Court, as Well as tfom their great ^ 
Averfion to the former Fanatical ,, 
Stri^tnefs, and Severity of Con- i 
ver&tion, which they detcfted as „ 
Hypocrifie, indulgM themfelves in ^ 
^ iehfuai Libehics, and by Degrees 

fijriU deep" into Luxury and Vice, l 
Then it was that fomc irreligious ^ 
Men taking advantage of this grow- 
: jng DifTolution of Manners, began 

' i(fi,FPpagate their, detcllablc Nff- I 

^^BMsn^i and few the Seeds of tVg^H 
HF'^ phaS 
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phanenefs and Impiety, which 
fprung up apace, and flouriih'd in 
proportion to the Growth ,of Ira- 
morality. Thus Vice and Jireli- 
eion,n]iuu;illy alTilling etch other, 
cneilded their Power by daily En- 
ejpoachmcnts> and the Tolid Tera- 
Wtr and Firmners of Mind, which 
Hie People once polTeG'd, being 
flackia'd anddiflblv'd by the Pow- 
er of Riot and forbidden Pteafure, 
their Judgment foon became viii- 
ftted; which Corruption of Tarte 
Ins ever iince gradually encreas'd, 
■s the Confederate Powers of Vice 
and Prop hanenefs have fpread their 
Infe^ion, and gain'd upon Reli- 
gion. ♦^ 

While loofc Principles and im- 
|libU3 Opinions pervert the Judg- 
toent, a petulant Humour tharin- 
timcs Men to give an Air of Le- 
vity and Ridicule to all their Dif- 
couifcs, and turn every thing to 
4di£Cb and Railery, does in Pro- 
a ; portion 
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portion get Ground | this beii^ 
efleem'd the mofl fuccefsful Afef 
thod to weaken the Power and itof 
thbrity of Religion in the Miodi 
of Men. 

I would not here be underfto^ 
as if I condemned the Qualifiailil, 
ons of Wit and Pleafantry, butail| 
ly the Mifapplication of thein.-d4| 
ihall always retain a great VidoK 
for ingenious Men, provided thcni 
do not abufe and proftitute theic: 
Talents to the worfl Purpofes^^ 
mean the deriding all Sobriew iw 
Manners, and turning into JculliB 
Principles which conltitute iim 
Duty here, and afliire our Hii|f|t 
pineis hereafter. But can aqf:^ 
Man who reveres a God, and loiwt 
his Country^ i}:and by unconcenid[d| 
while loofe and prophane rWia^ 
ihew fo much Zeal and DiligenM^ 
in propagating Maxims, whick 
tend fo direftly to the Diihonofor 
of the one, and the Ruin of tbfc' 
other ? 
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Should Alheifm and Corruption 
oF Manners, thole infeparable Com- 
panions, which as Caures,and Ef- 
K&s mutually introduce and fup- 
port each other, prevail much far- 
ther; (hould impious Notions in 
any Age hereafter generally infect 
the highcft, as well as the inferior 
Ranks of Men, what Confufion of 
Affairs mull enfue ? It would be 
impoffible to find Men of Principles 
to fill the Places of Truft and 
Honoar, or Patrons to promote 
them: Merit would incapacitate 
ioA difqualifie for the Favour of 
great Men, and a Religious Cha- 
ncer would be an invincible Ob- 
ftroSion to Advancement ^ there 
would be no Perfons of Rank to 
encourage Men of Worth, and 
hring neglefted Virtue into Faflii- 
tm. On the contrary, the Con- 
letnncrs of Heaven and Deriders of 
would be carefs'd} applaud- 
* promoted. The Diipofers' 
a 4 of 
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of Pi-cfermcnt would confer all on 
thofewho embrace their Opinions^ 
and what a terrible Tcmptacioo 
would this be to oui Youth to ac- 
eommodaie their Notions to thofc 
of the Men in Power, when they 
ihall iee that their Favour is nfli 
otherwife to be procui'd? '• 

Is ii not highly probable ihatin 
fiich an Age, Clubs and Cabab 
would be torm'd of Scoiftrs and 
Buffoons, to laugh Religion out of 
Countenance, and make the Pio- 
fcflbrs of it the Object of publicfc 
Scorn and Concempc? 

BeJides, 'tis natunil to believe 
that Magiftrates in a Common- 
wealth, generally compos'd of A- 
theills would likewife proceed to 
Violcnce,andperfecute ttiofe whom 
they could not perfwade to cm- 
brace their Notions, as much w 
any Seft of Religion has ever done; 
For 'lis not Religion, but coirupt- 
ed hitman Nature, that pui? 
,- ^ Ml 



'tlA 



SiSt P REV^C'E. xsxi 

'IRfion to compulllve Metliodsof 
'Oblfging rheir Adveifaric? to re- 
nounce their own, and aflerc the 
Opinions of Men -in Power. 'Tis 
from the faftious Temper ofaPar- 
w, nor the SpiriD of Piety, 'tis, 
from Pride»nd [mpatieneeof Con- 
trad1<9:ion, oi' from hifb of Domi- 
nion, br a violcntdcfire of cngrof- 
'fingthe Places of Honour and Pro- 
fit, that Men endeavour by cmcl 
and; coercive Methods^ to filencis 
their Opponents, and fupprefs their 
-Gonarfietitors. And if it will be al- 
tew'd that human Piiffions will al- 
ways exert themfelves with Uni- 
formity, and therefore ftiU pro- 
dube the like EfFcftsi if we mfly 
-forerel what Arheifts when in 
.Power arc lilte to do, from what 
chey have done, as tar as they had 
Ability, wc may be aflur'd, when 
tfioV do not want Power,, they 
tfBi never want a Will to employ 
T^fericc 16 cxringHifh-th'c Non- 
ay au{5 
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ons of Piety, and the hateful)) 
refie of Religion. It wouldj 
I be ftrange if Atheiftical Tef 
Kfflich a State of Aifaiis fhouf 
Pnbrm'd and impos'd, to keep- 
' of dangerous Principles out i 
Pofts of Power and Profit, and a 
that belieT'd the Being of a God, 
and the Rewards and Puniflimeno 
of another Life, fliould be look'd 
on as difaffctEted to the Govern- 
ment, and Dilliirbers of the pub* 
lick Peace. 

And if fuch Notions of Impie- 
ty, and fuch a degenerate Ckifl* 
ftitution of Manners fliould ever 
prevail in this unhappy Nation,*" 
ny Man without the Gift of Pto- 
phcne,and indeed with a very mo* 
derate Penetration, may fbreti^ 
^ that the Publick will thcttbe efr 
pos'd to inevitable Ruin. 

But before the Intevefls of Vic^ 

tue and Religion -aK reduc'd to ft 

rp'.o. able a State, 'til to be hopM 
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tbis once wife and fobcr Nation 
will awaken' from its Lethargy, 
That not with landing the prelcnt 
Popularity of Vice, Levity and 
Impiety, it may one Day recover 
its Relilh of folid Knowledge and 
real Merit. That Buffoons thcm- 
felves may one Day be cxpos'd, 
rhc Laughers in tncir Turn be- 
come ridiculous^ and an AtheiJli- 
cal Scoffer be as much out of Cre- 
dit, as a fobcr and religious Man 
is at prefcnt : Virtue, Serioufnefs. 
and a due Reverence of Sacred and 
Divine Things may revive among 
us> and 'tis the Duty and Interell 
of every Mm chat loves his Coun- 
try, and wifhes well to Mankind, 
to make his utmoft Efforts to bring 
about fuch a happy Revolution. 
This would the looner becffe£led, 
if the virtuous Part of ingenious 
Men, (for Virtue has (till a Party) 
WouM not fupinely Aand by, and 
Htn the- Honour and Incerefb of 
RcIk 
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Religion expos'd and infulted -, bilf 
inftciKt of an abject, una£tive De- 
. fpwadmce-, would unite theii- Eb^ 
■ jwourH with Vigour and Rcfobi- j 
' tioa-againft the Common Enemie* 
of God and their Country. 'Tis 
gretcl'tty that in fo noble aCaufe 
:^y ihotlld Jhew luch Poome& of 
Sjaril^'as to be aHiam'd of aflert- ■ 
iiig their Religion, and {lemming 
the Tide of Impiety, for fear of 
beCQioiQg the EntertaiDiacQC t£ 
ftpffUgitibertines. 
l(ilikoo!w the Gentlemen of A- 
^>eiftica] Notions pretend to re- 
fio'd^Vts, and pais ihemfelves up-* 
oa thcWorld for Wit3 of tlie firft 
- Jljuai. : ;Yet in debate they decjine 
Argtfnent, and rather truft to the 
Pccifiai) of Railkry. But if ic 
;!lf«(!6..p(»flible for thefe Genclemett: 
jie apply thcmfdvcs in^ good Eap^ 
aeflfiO^eRcafonsaUedg'diti Pro^ 
fol ft.£Mvine Being, in a Maoo^H 
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CenTequciice, I fliould believe their 
Conviftion were not to be de- 
^ir'd of. 

But there is little Appearance, that 
they' will be ever prevail'd on t* 
eonQder this Matter, with delibe- 
rate and unprc)iidic'd Thought ■» 
^jod thtirefore i am not To Sanguine 
to, think, that any Arguments I 
can bring, tho' ever fo clear and 
rfemonllrative, are hkely to make 
any Impreilion upon a Veteran A- 
chcilt. I have neverthelet's thought 
it a fcafonable Sei-vicc to endea- 
vour to ftop the Contagion, and 
' as far as J am able, to preferveiholc 
who are not yet intefted. 

. I. would entreat thefe to diilin- 
^lifli between Raillery and Argu- 
ment, and notibelicve, thaCMirth 
ttu^ttodetertnine in fo weighty a 
CiMe. That they would not ad- 
mit, of Principles of the utmoft 
'£oficemwi[hont Bxaminfttion,and 
M^CKiZmpiety upon Coiiii«nt> Tth^K 
'A-;' : they 
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they would appeal from the Buf- 
foon and the Mocker, to the Im- 
partial Decifion of Right ReafoHy 
and debate this Mattor with the 
Gravity that becomes the Impor> 
tanceof the Subje£l. 

But fince the Gentlemen who 
own no Obligations of Religion 
for the Rule of Behaviour, fer up 
in its (lead a fpurious Principle^ 
which they call Honour, and K 
Greatncfs of Mind, that will not 
defcend to a mean or bafe A£tion \ 
Let them rcfleft, whether that 
Term, a» they ule it, is not an 
empty Sound without any deter* 
min'd Meaning. If Hononr lays 
a Man under any Obligation to 
perform or forbear .any Aftiori, 
then 'tis evi^dcnt. Honour is aLaw 
or Rule, and the Tranfgreffion of 
it makes us guilty and obnoxious 
to PuniHiraent : And if it be a Law 
it muil be the Declaration offorae 
Lcgiflator's Will, for this isthe 
Dcfi. 
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Definicion of a Law that regulates 
the Manners of a moral Agent. 
JNow I ask a Manof Honour, who 
denies Religion, what or whofe 
Law he breaths, if he deviates from 
what he Imgines a Point of Ho- 
noar? "Tis plain there can be no 
Tranfgreffion, where there is no 
Law, no Irregularity, where there 
19 no Rule ; nor can a Man do a 
bafe or diihonourable Thing, if he 
lyes under no Obligation to the 
contrary. Honour therefore ab- 
ftrafi:cd from the Notion of Relii- 
gion which enjoini it, is an- idle 
Chimera, which can hwt little 
Power overany Man, that docsnot 
believe a Divine Legiflator, whofe 
Authority maft enforce it. 

'Tis the fame with Fricndihip 
and Gratimde, which are Princi- 
ples that the Athcift will often 
commend. But how is any Man 
^bind-to be grateful, or to be a 
^^■jpod? Should he a£t a contrary 
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Part, and be treacherous and UH' 
grateful, what Guilt has he coh- 
trafted? Has he offended againft 
any Law? Or can he become Guil- 
ty, without the Breach of any? If 
you fay he has broken uny Law^ 
Jell us the Law, and by whom k 
was made. ,If the Laws^ of the Sa- 
pream Being are fee afide, wecah 
lye under no Regulation, but have 
an unbounded Liberty over all oiir 
Actions, We may ;without ihc 
leaft Fault orDiftionour break oor 
Oaths, , fubvert the Govern tnciit, 
betray our. Friends, affaffinare our 
■Parentsj,. in ihort commit all Kinds 
of ihe moft dcteilable Crimes with- 
out. Remorfe. For not being cort- 
troul'd by any :Obligation,wein4y 
(d;o whatever our PuJTJoiis or our 
lijteielts prompt usio, withoutbc- 
ing accountable to any Tribunal, 
for the leaft Tranfgreflion: 

If it be Ciid^ we are oblig!d hy 
ilie Law& of out .Couiitiy.}-';! >&»' 
i'.'. *wer*. 
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Wf, that as to the Actions we are 
leaking ofjfuch as a Man of Ho- 
bur, a great and general Perfon js 
(pposM to think hiinfelf obhg'd 
), -thele are fiich as are not regu- 
iied by Municipal Laws , and 
lerefore Men are at Liberty, whe- 
ter they will aft by what they 
tU a Principle of Honour or not„ 
k1 can jiiilly incur no Cenfure- 
F Reproach, Jlioiild they have no- 
;g^rdto that pompous and found- 
ig Word. For if their i^^ionsarc 
oc morally dctcrmin'd, either by 
(uman or Divine Laws, they may 
tr^ juftly, and honourably too^ 
^ with unlimicied Freedoni ih 
ie(e Matters. Befides, vehoever 
:!ievea himfclf free from the Ob- 
gations of Divine Precepts, can- 
5C look on fiimfctf as bound by 
ly Human Laws. He may iii- 
*jeA from the Apprehenfion of 
aniftiment forbear an Aftion, thus 
^dden, and 'tis bis Intcreil fo' 
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to do; But if he thinks no Dfn _ 
Authoricydoes make ithis Duty K 
lubmit to the Magiftratc,andobq 
the Laws of his Country, he is.»i 
Liberty, as to any Guilt, whethe; 
he wili obey or no. If he venture 
the Punilhmcnt, he efcapes thi 
Sin. If any Aihcift fwcars Fidcb 
ty to his Prince, what controul 
ing Power is he under, which af 
fcfts the Mind, not to betray hitn 
if he thinks it fit and fafc to doit 
If he lets his Parents, or his Pa 
tron, or iiis Friend perilh, wha 
Iniquity is he accountable for? 

The Exiftcnce of a God ba 
been already clear'd, and abiin 
damly demonftrated by many pi 
ous at>d learned Authors, whenc 
thi» Attempt may be cenfiir'd 
as impertinent and unneceHa 
ry. But all thofe excellent Pet 
formances being writ in Profe,aii 
the grcateft Paic in the Icamc 
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lages, or at Icaft in a fcho- 
Manner, arc ill accommo- 
to great Numbers not of a 
learned Education, and many who 
have more Knowledge and greater 
Genius will not undergo the Trou- 
ble of reading and confidering the 
nents cxprefs'd in a Manner 
tm obfciire, dry and diliigree- 
I have therefore form'd a 
on this great and important 
% that I might give it the 
Ad^'antages pcciiliav to Poetry, and 
•dapt.it more to the general Ap- 

CenCon and Capacity of Man- 
., The Harniohy of Numbers 
engages many to read and retain 
what they would ncglcft, if writ- 
ten in Profe j and I pcrfwade my 
fclf the Epicurean Philofophy had 
not liv'd fo long, nor been fo much 
eftccm'd, had it not been kept a- 
live and propagated by the famous 
Poem of Lucretius. 
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I have chofen to demonlb^^l 
Exigence ofa God from theMaj 
ofWifdom, Defign, ConnivaBI 
and the Choice of Ends and Meai 
which appear in the Univerfe. C 
of the various Arguments, that 
vince the Truth of this Propofi 
on, 'thne ii a Ct)S^.\ have fdd 
ed this as the moft Evident anal 
tclligible. 

Tmay withRcafon prefiimcjtl 
I fliall no£ incur any Cenfure 1 
not employing new Arguments 
brovc the Being ofaGodjUc 
tufwhrtt have been prodtiC*ii! I 
fore by many Writers, even ■firj 
the Eldeft Days of Philofo * 
was never objcfted to L 
that in his applauded Poem, hd 
not invented a new SyitemJ 
Philofpphy,but only recited inl 
ticali Numbers, the unoitfncf 
ftrihes of Dtmocritm and 
Nor can it with Reatbn beJ 
pos'd, chat the ArgumeniJ 
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which he Tupports their Opinions 
were nor long before intheSchooIs 
of Greece. Nor have modem Wri- 
ters on this Subject invented, but 
puriu'd theDemonftratien of a God, 
irom the cvideni Appcaranire of 
Contrivance . and Wil'dojn, in the 
rifiblc World, which they have 
done with more Clearncfs and 
Strength, than thofe who went be- 
fore them. And while thefe have 
attempted to evince the ExiftcncQ 
of a God only from the Contem- 
plation of Corporeal Nature, I have 
carry'd the Argument on to the 
Actions of I-iving, Senfitive and 
Intelligent Beings, fo far as we are 
acquainted with tbem > believing 
that brighter and more noble 
Strokes ot Wifdotn andDefi^n ap- 
pear in the Principles of Life,Sen- 
fttion and Rcalbn, than in aU the 
Compafs of the Material World. 
I have cndeavour'd to give the 
yet greater degrees of Per- 
fpicuity, 
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fpicuity, more variety of Argc 
menc, as well as cafie and famili 
ar ExprelTion, that the Stile bdrii 
more pleating, and the Dcmonftn 
tion triorC readily apprehended, j 
may leave a deeper Impreflion,aB( 
its feffc<fts and Urefulnels may b^ 
come more extcnfive. In Orde 
to this, [ have rarely us'd aai 
Terra of Art, or any Phrafe pcca 
fiai* to the Writings and Convcda 
on of Learned Men. I have at 
tempted, as Monficur FonteneUehii 
done with great Succels in his Pluj 
rality of Worlds, to bring Phild 
fophy out of the fecret Rccefles / 
the Schools, and ftrip it of its a| 
couth and myfterious Drefs, z^T 
it may become agreeable, and a 
mittcd to a general ConverratioJ 
I take it for granted, that J 
judicious Reader will expe(^,l 
the Philofophical and ArgumcJ 
tive Parts of this Poem, the " 
laments of Poetical Eloquei 
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ifiij Cafe, where Metnphor and 
DefcrJption are not admitted, leult 
ihcy ihouid darken and enfeeble 
the Argument, if the Rcafon- 
ing be dole, ftrong and eafily ap- 
prehended, if there be an elegant 
Simplicity, Purity, and Propriety 
of Words, and a juft Older and 
Connexion of the Parts, mutually 
fijpporting and inlightcning one a- 
norhcr, there will be all the Per- 
feftion which the Style can de- 
aisind. , 

I may fafely conclude, that no 
Man will expe£t that in this Poem 
I fliould borrow any Embellifh- 
IDcnts from the exploded and ob- 
folete Theology of the ancient I- 
dolaters of Greece or Rome. That 
I fhould addrefs any rapturous In- 
Tocaiions to their idle Deities, or 
adorn the Style with Allufions to 
ibcir fabulous Actions. 1 have 
bore than once publickl^ declar'd 
w Oimiion, that a CkriHian Poet 
' • cannot 
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cannot but appear raom 
ridiculous in a Pagan D 
tho' it fhould be grao 
the Heathen Rcligioni 
Rliow'd a Place in lighC( 
Songs, mock Heroic, ad 
cr Lyric Compolltioni 
Chriftiao Poems of the fl 
greater Kind, the mixo 
Pagan Theology mult, \ 
are Mafters of Reflcftiorf 
Senfe, be condemn'd, if-i 
pious, at leall as impert; 
abfurd. And this is al 
clear and evident, that I 
doubt it will by degrees 
way, and prevail over thi 
Prafticc. Should Rritau 
their Virtue and reform tl 
they would no morebedrS 
ihen . Religion in Vcrfej 
Profe, Chriftian Poetsj 
as Chriftian Preacher ' 
finers of both being 
ihiS.People, the' the lai 
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wholly appropriated to it, Ihould en- 
deavour to confirm and fpread their 
own true Religion. If a Divine 
ihould begin his Sermon with afo- 
ktnn Prayer to j8«i:c/jaj, or Apollo ^Xfy 
MarSf or F^enus, what would Peo- 
ple think of their Preacher? And 
9 it not as really, tho' not equally 
aWurd, for a Poet in a great and 
fcrtous Poem, wherein he celebrates 
feme wonderful and happy Event 
of a 0ivine Providence, or magni- 
fies the iltiiftrious Inftrument, 
that was honour'd to bring the 
Event about, to addrcfs his Pray- 
er to falfc Deities, and cry for 
Help to the Abominations of the 
Pcathen? 

The Dciign of this Poem is Jo 
demonilratc the Sclf-Exiftence of 
ID Eternal Mind from the created 
aod dependent Exiftence of the U- 
aiverfe, and to confute the Hypo- 
ihefis of the Epicureans and theFa- 
b talifts. 
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talifts, under whom all the 
of Impiety, Ancient or Mo 
whatloever Denomination, 
xang'd. The firft of whor 
the World was in Time a 
Chance, and the other tha 
ifted from Eternity without 
•Tis true, as before-mention 
thefe acknowledged the E 
of Gods, but by their abfi 
ridiculous Defcription of 
'tis plain they had nothi 
in view, but to avoid the 
ious Charafter of Atheiftic 
lofopher^. 

This like wife has been o 
jefted to the Deifts of the 
Times, that at leaft a greai 
them only conceal their \ 
under that Name, while t 
really to be numbered am< 
Atheifts. I have before e 
my Rcafons, why I canii 
brace this Opinion. 'Tis t 
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deed, that moft of theDeiftsmain- 
ttin a particular Friendfhip with 
^e Atheif^ , arc pleas'd with 
their loofe and impious Converfati- 
on, and appear very tender of their 
Credit and Efteem. They are cha- 
rinble in crying up their fhining 
QMlities, and in concealing, excu- 
Em, or leiTcning their Immoral 
Aftiom: While at the fame time 
Ihey ihew an AffeiSation in expo- 
fiog the Faults and Follies ot the 
Chriftians,cfpecially thofe who arc 
the moft drift and regular in their 
Manners, and appear to be moft in 
eameft. 'Tis likewife remarkable 
that thefe Gentlemen cxprefs no 
Zeal for the Extirpation of irreli- 
gious Principles: They have never, 
as far as 1 know, written anything 
igainft them J nor are they pleas'd 
ia Company to declare their Dc- 
teftation of fuch impious Maxims, 
teto produce Arguments to confute 
b i them. 
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fli.cm . While at tfre iahbe i9S 
takc'great Pan^arid'ihew.a 
ieartd weafeeti the Bdicf of 
Chriftian Religion, and to c 
the pretended jErrors of its' 
rent Frofellbrs ; •which feetris ii., 
Jfeange, fince he i\i^t6y^_fl^\ 
and hiis PrQvidence,*fh6tild'1fef' 
ton loqkupoii thde^'yThoti 
neither, to be infinitely more 
Cte to him, than thofc wfio.-i 
with .him in the BeKef'ofu-^ 
gn.d differ only in tlip iPoiiit 8i 
Veiled Religion. ■ • - ^^'■'^i 
*V ifteSBes, 'tis obfervable tBiij; J$ 
prefent Deifts have not drawja^iil 
publifh'd any Scheme of Relij " 
or Catalogue of the Dutieis flic 
obliged ttf i«Tfonn, or whencd 
Obl^^tions arife. Thev do n^^ 
us^that they look on Man asaj^|jj|" 
<:oii|\table Creature, nor if tbf^^d 
for what, and to whbn^ or vff 
that Account is to be unde, i 
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lyr^t lie wards aiidPunifhments will 
ttcendic. I do not affirm they have 

Efiich Scheme in their Thoughts, 
t fince they will not let us know 
thi!;ir Creed, and in the meantime 
d^ode and triumph over that of 
3|^|irifl:ians, I cannot defend theth 
fi^mthofc^who fay they are juflly 
to. be fufpeded. 

MAnid that the Eteift may clear 
lumielf frotn the Sufpicion of being 
aqi, Atheifl, or at leaft a Friend and 
^yr^drer of their Principles j I 
Wiild wiih he would in publick 
li|ert and demonftrate the Being of 
tr 'God and his Providence, and 
;lare his Abhorrence of the 
rinciples of thofe who disbelieve 

T. It would likcwife give great Sa- 
^E&^ion, and remove the Objefti- ^ 
ons of thofe that Charge them witUV 
^ Irreligion, if they would 
fc to give fome Account of their 
:.^. b 3 Be- 
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Belief: Whether they look \ _ 
God as onc,who governs Mankim 
by Laws to be dlfcover'd by thi 
Light of Reafon, which reftrati 
our Inclinations and determine ou 
Duty J That they would tell xss wha 
thoft Laws are, and what San^ 
ons do enforce them ; and 'ttU'^^ 
be done, they cannot wet I dil'cbargi 
thcmfelves from the Sulpicion b& 
fore-mcntion'd. 

And here I would addrcfs in] 
felf ro the Irreligious Gentlemen o 
the Age, and I defu-e them not ?( 
take up Prejudices agaiiift the Eicj 
iltenceofa God,and run away witj 
impious Maxims, 'till they haJ 
cxcrcis'd their Conlidcratton, 
made an impartial Enqtilry incotll 
Grounds and Rcafons, that fupp J 
k|he Belief of a Divine Eternal 9 
"ig, In order to fuch a reafon.iB 
Examination, it is but jultand V 
cent, thcyHioiildbe in carncfV,[ 
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{^ear the Arguments we offer wish 
Temper and Patience, That they 
ihould inure themfclves to Think, 
tn<] weigh the force of thofc Ar- 
guments, as becomes (incereEnqui- 
iprs after Truth. The Being of a 
Qfp^ and the Duties that rellilt 
jrpofi that Principle, ire Subjeds of 
thi^ greatcft Excellence and DigQi- 
qr- in theiiifelves, and of the great- 
eft Concern and Importance toMan- 
]uxid> and therefore ihould never 
b^jtreated in Mirth and Ridicule. 
Gcnc^ of Armies and Counccllor« 
of State, ^Senators and Judges, in 
the great and weighty Af^irs that 
«e before them, do not put o\\ 
le Air of Jefters and Buffoons, and 
of grave and folemn De* 
bates aim at nothing but Sallies of 
l^it, and treat their Subje&s an^^ 
one another only with Raillery ^^/f^ 
perifioQ : Yet the Bufinefs pro^^ 
fjja^d to the Confideration of the 

b 4 . Per- 
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Pcrfons I rpeak to is, in every Re* 

rpeft, infinitely Superior to any of 
theirs bcfoiT-mention'd. 

Are they fure there is no Go(!, 
and therefore no Religion? Ifihcy 
arc not, what a terriole Risk do 
they run? If their Reafons amount 
only to a Probability, the contra- 
ry Opinion may be true, and that 
M'.-iy be is enough to give them the 
moil frightful ApprehenGons, and 
difturb thetn amidit all the Plea- 
fures they enjoy. But if they {ay 
they are aniir'd, and paft doubt 
there is no God, let them confidcr, 
Confidence in an Opinion is not al- 
ways the Effect of Certainty and 
Demonittation. Their Predeceflbrs, 
the Atheifts of former Ages, were 
as certain, that is as Confident, 
. fcthey reafon'd Right, as they can 
<Sbe. They cannot pretend to clear- 
er Light, and greater AfTuranceof 
the Truth of their Maxims, i *"*" 
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EpicHfUs and Lucretias did ; or ini- 
iult their Adverlaries wirh greater 
.Contempt than thofe ]in,ve done ; 
-Yet thefe Men thenifelves, at leatl 
many of them, allow thofe Philo- 
•fijphcrs were groily miihiken, and 
will by no means iriifl to the Epi- 
lurean Scheme, as the Foundation 
of their Opinions. If thefe great 
K^lafters, notwithftanding theirun- 
exampled Confidence, have been 
loiftaKen, why may not their Suc- 
o^ors.be fo? 

. If they fet up Jriflotk's Scheme^ 
and chink they fccurc their Princi- 
ples by making the World to be 
■feterriaV and all Effe£ls and Events 
■the R^fuk of fuch a fatal Necclli- 
^, and an indilfoluble Concatena- 
tion of Caufcs, as render It impof- 
fible, that Things that are, lliould 
not Be, or that they fhould be o- 
^crwife than they -.ire: Let thetn 
CTnlider, that the. grcaCcll Ailci> 
b J- tort 
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■tors of impiety,,! mean Demecri- 
tus,- Leucippus, Epicurus^ and Lucre- 
tius, oppos'd [his as an idle and in- 
coherent Syftemcj and that in- 
deed it is fo, fliall be after demofl- 
ftmted : And (hould not this ihafce 
didr Confidence, that all theii' 
Friends in the Epicurean Schools, 
who were fufficicntly deliver'd from 
the Prejudices of Education and 
Superftitiouslmpreflions, could not 
-fee- the leaft Probability in (he 
Scheme of the Faralifts, on which 
thefc Gentlemen arc pleas'd to re- 
Ijr ma Matter of the higheft Im- 
portance? 

, Will they confide in Mr. HebbsT 
Has that Philofopher faid any thine 
■cw? Docs he bring any m-ong« 
Forces into the Field, than the E- 
_|«WM«idid before him ? Will they 
derkc their Certainty from Spinofaf 
-Caa fach aji obfcure, perp1ext,uii'- 
■Btdligible Author create luch Oer- 
tainty. 
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ftunty, as leaves no Doubt or Di- 
ftrqft? If he is indeed to be under- 
ftood, what docs he allcdge more 
thanthe ancient Fiitalifls have done, 
that ftiould amount to Dcmonftra- 
tion! 

Befides, if, as they pretend, they 
are eftablilh'd beyond Poflibility of 
Deception in the Truth of their 
Maxims, why aie they fo very fond 
of thofc Authors, that fct up any 
new Doftrinc, and why do they 
embrace with fo much Plcafurc 
their new Schemes of Irreligion? 
They arc very glad to hear of 
any great Genius, that can in- 
vent frefli Armiments to ftrcngth- 
fn their Opmions, and does not 
this betray a fecrct Diffidence that 
demands further Light and Con- 
finnation ? 

But further, fincc thefe Gentic- 
len flicw fo much Tnduftry inpro- 
iDg- their Opinionsj am' 
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fo fond of making Frofdjrtes toA; 
theifm } fince they afFe& a Zeal is 
countenancing, applauding and pro^ - 
feirine thofe whom they have de- 
liver'd from Religious Prejudices, 
and reform'dand refin'd with their 
free, large and generous Principles j 
how comes it to pafs, that they 
neglcfl: to inform and improve their 
nearcft Relations ? arc they careful 
toinftruft their Wives an J Daugh- 
ters, that they need not revere the 
Imaginary Phantom of a God : 
That Religion Is the Creature of 
a Timorous and SuperiHtious 
Mind, or of crafty Prieils, and 
cunning Politicians ; That there- 
fore they are free from allReflraiots 
of Virtue and Gonfcience, and may 

Koftitutc their Perfons in the mott 
cntious Manner, without any 
Remorfe, or uneafie Reflection : 
That 'tis idle to fear any Divine 
J^uimA'"™^ herea;f[cr,and as to the. 
Shame 
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Sfcime and Dillionour that may at- 
tend the Liberties tlieytalie, in cafe 
they become Publick, tiiat Scan- 
dal proceeds from the grofs Mi- 
ftakes of People perverted with 
Religion, and mifguided by a Be- 
lief of a Divine Being, and of Re- 
wards and Punilliments in an ima- 
ginary Life after this? 

Do they take Pains to infonn 
their Eldcft Sons, that they owe 
them no Gratitude or Obediences 
that they may ufe an uncontroul'd 
Freedom iu indulging allthcir Ap- 
petites, Pafltons and Inclinations; 
that if they are willing to pofleft 
their Father's Honour and Eftares, 
they may by Poifon, or the Po- 
niard take away his Life, and if 
they are careful to avoid the Pu- 
nifhment of the Magilb-ateby their 
fccret Conduct, .they may be ful- 
ly fatisfy'd of the Innocence of 
the 
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the Ailioii, and as they have c 
themfelves much Good, fo the] 
have done their Father no Injury 
and therefore may enjoy in perfcc 
Tranquility the Fruits of their Par 
ricide? Whatever they may aflirn 
among theii^ loofe Friends, I can 
not conceive they can be guilty o 
fo much Foliy, as to propagat 
thefe Opinions in their own Farai 
lies, and inftrufb their Wives ail' 
Children intheboundlefs Libertiei 
which by the Principles of Atheifi 
arc their undoubted Right. Fc 
in all Actions, where Religion d 
not interpofe and rertrain us, ' 
arc perfedtly, as has been feid, 
toa6t as we thinic bell for ourP 
fit and Pleafure. 

Befidcs, to what a deplo; 
Condition would Mankind \ 
duc'd,. Ihould thefe Opinio 
Wiiver&lly embrac'd? It fo 
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Kfegs and Potenrares, who yet 
protefs their Belief of a God, and 
of Rewards and Punifhments in a 
Life to come, do notwichftanding 
from boundlcfs Ambition, and a 
cruel Temper, opprcfs their Sub- 
jefts at Home, and ravage and de- 
ftroy their Neighbours abroad, 
ftould think themfclvcs free from 
all Divine Obligations, and there- 
fore too from the Reftraints of 
Oaths and folemn Contraftsj thefe 
Fences and SecuntJcs'remov'd,what 
a deluge of Calamities would break 
in Upon the World? What Op- 
preffion, what Violence, what Ra- 
pine, what Dcviillation would fi- 
nifh the RWiii of Human N^iture ? 
Jpor if mighty Princes arc fitisfy'd 
that 'tis impoflible for thCm to db- 
any Wrong, what Bounds are left 
to- inlatiable Avarice and. Exorbi- 
Thiiitof Power BlfMbnarehs 
mxf 
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may vithouc the leaft Gjiiilt.i^cf' 
lace their Treaties, break wot ' 
Vow5, betray their Friends, a^ 
facrifice their Truth and Honq^ 
at Pleafurc to their Paffions, or 
their Intereft, what Taift, what . 
Confidence could be fupporced be- 
tween Neighbour Potentates ? and 
without this what ConfulTon aqg[ : 
Diftra&ioD muft of Neceflity, ^tf '• 
fuc? . -v ; 

. On the .other Hand, if Sub- 
k£^ werc.univeriiUly Athcifts, and ■ 
fooic'd on theojfclves as under no 
Divine Obligation to pay any Diit- 
Vf- or Obedience to the Supream 
SlagiftratCi if they belicv'd tfaai ■ 
when they took their Oaths, of Air 
legiancc they.fwore by nothing, 
sind' iiwocaied a Power not in Be- 
JQg i that therefore thole Oaxhs 
(mligc them no longer than they 
£tii£' it bSti and Kf their Inter- 
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eft to break them ^ Hiould fuch 
Principles obtain, would not the 
Thrones of Princes be moft prccJ* 
nous f Would not Ambition, R'c- 
Tenge, Refentment, or Intcrcft, 
cdntiniially excite fome or other 
to 'betray or aflault the Lives of 
then: Soreraigns ? and why ihould 
■ ^cy be blam'd by the Athcift for 
l^ing'it? Why are Traitors, Af- 
Ikftns, Haters of their Princes, 
a&d Enemies to their Country, 
branded with the odious Names 
of Ruffians and Villains, if they 
lye under no Obligations to ao: 
0therwife than they do ? 

Sthould Confpirators, who aflaf- 
finate their Lawful Soveraign, 
Ittvc the good Fortune to make 
titeir Efcape, I ask the Atheij^ if 
lie' has 4n the lead an ill Opinion 
dF them for being enga^M in fuch 
an execrable Undertaking ? If he 

fays 
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fays he has not, then the Poini 
[ainMy and an Atheill is wha; 
lavc r<fprefentcd. If he (ays 
has, I next ask him. Why? ■] 
him tell me in what their Gi 
confifls ? Is it in the Breach ol 
ny Divine Law? that cannot; 
for he owns non6. Is it the Tn 
greffion of any human Law I 1 
me, what Obligation he is An 
to obey any human Law, if no ] 
vine Law enforces fuch Obc 
e'nce ? Does their Guilt co&fiQ 
the Breach of their Duty to tl 
Prince and their Oaths of iJiiU 
ance ? Still the fame Queftioft 
currs, what Duty can a Subj 
owe to a Prince which Div 
Laws do not conftitute wid ^ei 
mine ? And how can ztt Oa|h 
Allegiance bind, but by ;ycr 
of fome Divine Command, 4 
obliges us not to violate 
Vows ? 
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this it appearsthai an Atheift 
betheworilof Subject*, That 
his Principles fubverc tiie Thrones 
of Princes, and undermine the 
Foundations of Government and 
Society, on which the Happinefi 
of Mankind fo much depends; and 
therefore 'tis not poffible to con- 
ceive how there cdn be a greater 
Difturber of the publick Peace, or 
a greater Fnemy to his Prince and 
Councjy, than a profcft Atheift, 
who "propagates with Zeal his de- ~ 
ftniftive Opinions. 

I'havc prov'd, in the following 
Poem, that no Hypothcfis hither- 
to invented in favour of Impiety, 
has the leaft Strength or Solidi- 
ty, no not the leaft Appearance 
of Truth to recommend it. A 
Man miift be deferred of Heaven, 
and inflexibly harden'd, that can- 
ooc or rather will not fee the 
lln- 
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Unrcafonablenefs of Irreligious 
Principles. I demand only a 
candid Temper in the Reader, 
and a Mind pless'd with Truth, 
and dcliver'd from the Prejudicw 
of AthcilUcal Converfation. 
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Summary Account 

OF THE 

Following Poem, and of what 
is contain^ in each Book. 

THJl Defign of this Work is to 
demonfirate the Exifience of a 
Divine Eternal Mind. 

^tbe Arguments us^d for this End 
are taken from the various Marks of 
Wifdom and Artful Contrivance^ 
which are, Evident to Obfervation in 
the feveral Parts of the Material 
Worlds and in the Faculties of the 
Human Sot4. 

^e Fir (I Book contains the Proof 
vf a Deity ^ from the Inflames of 

Defign 
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i'" Protof""' \}.,a«!,"^ 
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A Summary Account, ^c. 

[ tht feveral Parts of the Body of 
Man. 

In the Seventh^ the fame Demon- 
flration is carry'd en from the Cgn- 
tempUtion of the JnfiinSls in Brute 
jfmmalsy aid the Faculties and Ope^ 
rations of the Soul of Man. The 
Book concludes nvitb a Recapiiulati- 
on of tuhat has been treated of^ and 
Hymn to the Creatof of the 
ff^orJd. 




A Summary Account, t^c. ^ 

Defign md Cboicsy which occur in 
- the Struiture and ^ali/ies of the 
Earth and Sea. 

'the Second purfites the Proof of 

the fame Propofttion., There is a 

God, from the Cetefiial Motions., and 

^ more fa]ly from the jippearances inthe 

■ Solar Syftem and the Air. 

la the 'third, the ObjeSiionsy 
•which are brought by jitheijiical Phi' 
lofophers agait^ the Hypothejis efia- 
hlijjyd in the /■wo preceding Books, 
are anf'wer'd. 

In the Fourth is hid do-wn the Hy- 
potbejis of the Atomifis or Epicure- 
ans, and vtbcr Irreligious PhihfopherSy 
4nd confuted. 

In the Fifth, the DoSlrine of the 
Tatalifls or Arhlotelians, 'who make 
the JVorld to he Eternal, is conJider'd 
and fubverted. 

In the Sixth, the Argument of the 

two firfl Books is r^um'dy and the 

Exifence of God demonfirated jrgm 

the Prudence and Art difcover'd in 

the 
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the feveral Parts of the Body of 
Mm. 

lit the Seventh^ the fame Demeit- 

firation is carry'd on from the Con- 
tentplation of the laJiinSls in Brute 
Ammals, and the Faculties and Ope~ 
ratisns of the Soul of Man. The 
Book concludes with a Recapitulatt- 
BJi of what has been treated of, and 
a Hymn to the Creator of the 
fTorld. 
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folv^d hy any Hypothefis yet produ^^d. 

3. /// Stability. 4. /// Strtt^ure^ or 
the Order of its Parts, f . Its Aiuti- 
on Diurnal and Annual^ or ilfe the 
lAotion of the Sun in both thofe refpeSs* 
The Caufe of theje Motions not yet ac^ 
4:oH'atsd for by a?!y Fhilofopher. 6. Its 
Ofitfide or Face ; the Eeanties and C^n* 
venicnciesofit; its AfountainSy LakiS^ 
and Rivers, i\. The Exiflence of a 
God proved from the Marks and Im* 
prejfions of Prudence and Defign^ vjhicb 
appear in the Sea. i. In its Formation., 
2. The Troporti'j'ri of its Parts in rt" 
fpeSt of ike Earthy, 3. Its Situatienm 

4. The Contexture of its Parts, f. Its 
' Brackijh or Briny Onaiity^ 6. Its 

Flux and Reflux. 

NO 
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of CoiiHS, tf riiumphs, , 

V.lout'a Force 1 ot 
Beauty's Ciiaims ; 
J The Themes of Vulgar Ljjs, "\ 
'iiLl'diln, / 

lle^ve-jf.f.Hg, tl,e floc::s, tlic am'roiw Sv,'ain,S 
The Pic^fuies of tlie Land, and Teiiois of ihcV 
Main. •» 

How Abjci, \\ovi Inglociouj 'tis to lye 
Groveling in Duft and Dackjicfs, when oa h:gU 
Empires imm^iife and lolliiig Worlds of L'j;iit 
To range their Heav'iily Si:ci;e« t':e Mufc invite! 
1 mediiaic to Soar above ti.e Ski;si 
ToHcighisunknoivn, ilito'Wavs untij'd, lotiTe: 
1 would til' Etcinal fiom l:is woiks afleit) 
And fing the A onders of Creating Art. 

While I this uneiampled Task [ffay, 
raft awful Culfhs, and beat mf painful Waf. 
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tH' expanded Spheres amazing to the Sight, 
Magnificent with Stars and Globes of Light -, 
The Glorious Orbs, which Hcav'n's bright Hoft 

compoie, 
Th' imprifon'd Sea, that reftJefs ebbs and flows 5 
The fluftuating Fields of liquid Air, 
With all the curious Meteors hov'ring there. 
And the wide Regions of the Land, proclaim 
The Pow'r Divine, that rais'd the mighty frame. 



What Things foe'cr are to an End referred. 
And in their Motions (iill that End regard. 
Always the Fitnefs of the Means re(pe£^, 
Thefe as conducive cbufc, and thofe rejeA, 
Huft by a Judgment foreign and unknown 
2e guided to their End, or by their own. 
For to deiign an End, and to putfue 
That End by Means, and have it ftill in Vicv^r, 
Demands a Confcious, Wife, Reflecting Caule, 
Which fcedy moves, and ads by Reafon'sLaws: 
That can Deliberate, Means elecl, and And 
Tbeix due Connexion with the End defign'd. 
And fincetheWorld's wide Frame do's not include 
A Caufc with fuch Capacities endued ; 
Some other Caufc o*er Nature muft prefidc 
Vfaich gave her Birth, and do's her Motions ^ndc» 
And here behold the Caufe, which Cod we name, 
I the Source of Beings, and the Mind Supreme 3 

J5 I: Whofe 



•PPPiW^^^R^ 



6 CREATION. Booi 

Whcfc peifcft wifdom, and whofe prudent C; 
With one Confederate Voice unnumbcr'd Wo; 
declaze. 

Sec how the Earth has gainM that very PL 
^Vhich of all others in the boiindlefs Space 
Is moft Convenient, and will bed conduce 
To the wife Ends requii'd for Nature's Ufc. 
Tou, who the Mind and Caufc Supreme deny 
Nor on his Aid to form the World lely, 
Muft grant, had perfe^ Wifdom been emplo) 
To find, thro' all th' Interminable Void, 
A Seat moft proper, and which beft became 
The Earth and Sea, it milft have been the fs 

V 

Now, who can this furprizing Faft concciV' 
Who this Event Fortuitous believe, 
That the Brute Earth unguided ihould cmbta 
The only Ufcful, only Proper Place, 
Of all the Millions in the empty Space ? 

Could ftupid Atomcs with impetuous Speed 
By diff'rcnt Roads and adverfc Ways ptocec 
From Regions oppofite begin their Flight, 
That here they might Rencounter, here Uhi' 
What Charms could tliefe Tcrrcftrial Vagran 
In this Oflje Point of all Immeofity, 




lint all tfa^enamoai'dTioopftJiould chitktt iow? 
^^bcf itt uiefnl Sitaation know ? ' - > if*: •^'^. • 
Aad when the Squadrons wdth a fwift 
Had leach'd that Point> why didthej fettle thete»| 
iVbca nothing chedeM thcii flight, but Gulpbtj 

' of Airs 

Efienrut and h^a Scfaolacs faj 

lobftnif^d jitter flies away, 

the Void, and knows not where to fhifl 

llf you, fagacious Sons of Ait, ptetend •% 

u by theit Native Force they did dclcetwr ( 
' ceas'^dco move, when they lutd giin'dtheiiv 
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it Native Force till you inli^ten'd Icnow, 

its myfterious Spiing difcldfe, and ihow 

it's exerted, how it does irapel, 

uniofttui^ive Words no Doubt dilpel. 

^e ask you, wh^ce does Motive Vigoux flowt 

fiiy the K^ure of the Thing is fo. 

r^how does this relieve th' Enquiiei's Fain) 
how the dark impulfive Fowei explain! ' 



hjH Atomifls, who Skill Mechanic teach« 
boail their clearer Sight, and deepet Keaclh 
their Atonies took that happy Seat, 
Otteonia'd thither- by their inbred Weight i 
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tkks ut to -a Quallt]r occults 
• To feiird<is\Woxdsi foir which ^ik die/iafillr 
With juft Contempt the £unou8 Stafytite* 
Theic Schools AookL bids the Woil<twithcleaj3ift 

Light. 'I ^ 
Some, tliftjcoBml Eaxth's Coheilon to feciire^ 
Bot tlitt htid Tisk tmploy Magnetic Fow'x. 
' JUnmft, Aiy thqrt'Che Globe, with Wondet of»^ 
Its.-SratQie, like the fain*d attxadire Stones "- 
This lias its Axis, fo th' Obicxvec tells, 
Moidiaxis, Holes, ^EquatOb Faiallels^ , .: 

So the TetreAdal ;Mes by iwnfttnt Fate^ • « : 
Th' ObTequioiis Mtt theoiftlves accoaunodat*;: 
ftiad when of this fofidoa diijuaSsft : 
They nioYe, and AxiiEe,.0oc evtf wiU-tfrey licStr 
JZill theii loT'd Sitvation thef Kgaiii, '. 
Where pleas'd*. thsy iettle, and pamov'dtcmaiiiw 
jbid ihould yoOf fb*Szpe/Senco does tfecide, -c 
:o ixnall Patts the wondious. Stone divide, . 
Thouf]^ ef minnteft Size cxpxefs 
; The fame Ctopcnfion, which the large poifefs.. 
Ifonce all the <slobc^ ('tis, faid) we may xoncln^ 
•Wllh thls: prevailing Energy^ endu'd. 
%h^ liiituAttcaftivr, this fosprizing Stone. .^ 
j||^-p6 peeoUax Vextiie ofiu own}' 
Vstfaix^ but what is. Common to thewhole^ ' 

^Mfi» to Axis, ti^ to either Pok. 

> 
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TO C REAT 

Th« mlgbtv Magnet fiom the C«iiH 
Vtix ftconi;, iho' fnbtiU FoicC, thK/tl 
Its i&ive e^tji ejaculated thence, 
-Itradiiic all the wide Ciicumfeiaice. 
While cs'if Fan is in Pioponioa blefl 
And of its due aitiaAive Fow'i pofieJl 
While advedc ways the adreife AtomJ 
With the fame (beDgth, by'Narortfs co 
•■Uuie*d vii) fixt, [hey can no tocgci 
Tbn' Gnlphi immcBfc no mote unguit 
If Cords arc pull'd two adveife Ways, 
The moie we diaw tbcm, they the ftft 
So when with egual Vigour Nature ftiai 
This way and that, ilicfe fiiK Mccbani 
They fix the Earth, ihey f att to Pan n 
Preferre their Stniftute, and prevent th 
PidTute, they lay, »nd Wdghi w'cnw* 
A> things Occult, by bo Ideas Itnowtti 
And on the Earth's Magnetic Foiar'i di 
To fix its Seat, its Union to defcati^ 

,' Let HE this fiun'd Hypothefia flHqr, 

And with aticuiirc Thought lematk ihi 
Bow Eaith's aniaAiee Faits'tbeir Eoict 
The Mafs, 'lii faid, from its wide Boli 
Tou-eDis of Aiomes, and Etcinal Show' 
Ol fine Magnciic Dans, of Mattet mu 
So fubtilct Uaibk ihey with £afe (ova 
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Kcfin'dy and (next to Incoipoical) tliin. 

Not by *jimpnu4n Glafles to be feca. 

Thefe Emanations take thcii conftant Flight 

Sviit fxom the £aitb, as from the Sun the Lights 

To a deteiminM Diftance they afcend. 

And there infleft tbeii Courfe, and downwaid tend* 



'What can infult unequal Keafon moxc, 
Than this Magnetic, this Mydcrious Fow'ci 
That Coids and Chains beyond Conception fmally 
•Jhonld gild and bind fo faft this mighty Ball: 
Jf faat adive Rays %ouId fpiing fxom ev'ry Faif, 
And cho* fo fubtUei ihould fuch Force exert ! 
That the Light Legions fhould be fent abxQad» 
|- Kangc all the Air, and txaverfe ev'ry Road : 
To ftated Limits ihould Excurfions make. 
Then backwaxd of themfelves their Journey take : 
Shottld in their Way to folid Bodies cling, 
' gAnd home to Earth the Captive Matter bring : 
Whezc all things, on its Surface fpread^^ are bound 
Sy their Coerave Vigour to the Ground ! 
this be. done without a Guide Divine S 
Ld we to this Hypothecs incline, 

does not here confpicuous Wifdom ihinc?^ 
ho can enough Magnetic. Force admire? 
B1>oes it nofCounfel and Deiign require 
■ To give the Earth this wond'rous Energy, 
B la fixch a Meafuie, fuch a juft Degree^ 
m. . That 
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That it (hould ftill peiform its dcftinM Tasle» 
As Niituxe*s Ends and vaxious Ufcs ask t 



For fhould our Globe have had a gieatex Shate 
Of this (lioiig Force, by which the Farts cohere^ 
Things had been bound by fuch a poir*tful CbaiD* 
That All would fix*d and inotionlefs temain. '• 
All Men, lik« Statues, on the Earth wonld fbuifl* 
Nor would they move the Foot, or ftretch the Hind. 
Birds would not range the Skies* nox Betfts the 
Woods, 

Kor could the Fiih divide the ftiffcn'd FIoeds» 
Again* had this ftrange Energy been le(s, 
Defeft had been as fatal as Ezcefs. 
For want of Cement fitong enough to bind 
The Struf^ure faft, huge Ribs of Rock disjoin'ii:. 
Without an. Earthquake, from their Bafe would 

ftart. 
And HilJs unhin^d from their deep Roots depailL 
And while our Orb perform'd its daily RacCi 
All Beings found, upon its ample Face» 
Would, by that Motion diflipated* fly 
Whirrd from the Globe, and fcatter thro* the Sky« 

They rouft Obedient to Mechanic Laws 

• 

AfTemble, where the ftronger Magnet dcawf f. 
Whether the Sun that ftronger Magnet proves^ 
Oi clfc fomc Siaaet's Orb, thai Acsua moves.^ 



f 
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who cin imfold the Caufe that does iccall 
Magnetic Rays, and make them backward fail) 
If thefe Effluvia, which do upwaid tend, 
^ Becaufe lefs heavy than the Aii, afcend \ 
Why do they ever fiom thelx Height retieat. 
And why return to feek theii Central Seat ? 
FrcMn the fame Caufe, ye Sons of Ait> declare 
Can they by turns defcend> and rife in Aix I ' 
Prodigious 'tis, that one attta^ve Ray 
i Should this way bend, the next an adverfe H'ay; 
For ihould th' unfeen Magnetic Jets defcend 
All the iamc: Way, they could not gain their End: 
They could notdtaw and bind the Fabxick faft> 
Unlcfs alike they ev*iy Part embzac'd. 

How does Cartefitts all his Sinews ftrain^ 
How much Ik. labours, and how much in vain,] 
The Earth's Attradive Vigour to explain ? 
This bold Contriver thus his Thoughts conveys ; 
IflcciTajit Sueams of thin Magnetic Rays 
Guihfrom their Fountains, with impetuous Force^ 
In either Pole, then take an adverfe 'Courfe: 
TJbole from the Southern Pole, the Northern feek $ 
T%]c5outbtrathofe> that from the Northeml>reak; 
Ia clche£:Pele thefe Rays emitted meet 
small Poies ptovide4»j/^fr4iieiz Figures fit: 
Still to and fro they Cirenlatiii^ pais. 
Hold all. the Framcy and- fismly bind the Mafs. 

Thul 
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Thus he the Paxts of Earth from Flight xeftrains, 
Aad gicda^ it i9& by fine Imagia'd Chains. 

Bijt oh ! how datk b human Realbn found. 
How vain the Man, wifji. Wit and Learning 

crown'ds 
How feeble all his Strength, when lie Effayt ■ 
To trace d«xk Nature, and 4eted bet Ways, 
Unlefs he calls its Author tp hit Aid, 
Who ev'ry ftcret Spxiag of Motion laid s 
Who over all his wondrous Works preiides. 
And to their Vfeful Ends their Caufes guides! 
Thefe Pitki in vain are by 'Snqoirers trod ^ 
There's no Phtlolbphy without a God. 

AdmixM Csr/^jS*/, let the Curious know. 
If your Magnetic Atomes always ihaw 
from Pole to Pole* what form'd their double 
Source, . ' ,« 

What fputr'd, what. gave them tbetr iaflcftcd 

Courfe. 
Tell, what could drill and perforate the-Poles, 
Aod to th' attradlive Kays adapt their Holes 2 
A .R.ace fo long what prompts them to forfiie I . 
Have the Blind Troops th* Important Ettdii^iew? 
How are they fure they in the Poles ijijtU'iiifeet . 
Poxes of a H^uze to their Figure fit^ . '. 
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Ate they with fuch Sagacity endu'd 
To know, if this their Journey be purfu'd. 
They fhali the Earth's Conftcuftureclofely biud« 
And to the Center keep the Farts confin'd. 

Let us review this whole Magnetic Scheme, 
Till wifer Heads a wifer Model frame. 
For £arth*s Formation let fit Atomes ftart* 
To one dctermin'd Point, from ev*ry Part. 
Encount*ring there from Regions oppofite 
They ciaih, and interrupt each other's Flight; 
And RendezvouGng with an adverfe Coutfe, 
Produce an equal Foife, by equal Force : 
For while the Parts by Laws Magnetic aA» 
And are at once attraded and attraft : 
While matched in Strength they keep the doubt- 
ful Field, 
And neither overcome, and neither yield, 
To happy Purpofe they their Vigour (pend, 
For thefe Contentions in tiie Balance end, 
which muft in liquid Air the Globe fufpeud. 

Befides Materials which are Brute and Blind, 
I>id not this Work require a Knowing Mind i 
Who for the Task ihouid £t Detachments chufe 
From all the Atomes, which their Hoft diflRifc 
Thro* the wide Regions of the Boundlefs Space, 
Ajid foe theu Readezvous appoint the Place. 

Whu 



I i4 CREATION. Book 

" Who ihould command, by hii Almighl)- NoJ, 
b The& chofen Tcoofs, uiicanfcLous of Lhe ft,Q) 
K And unaciiuuutcd with tli' appoinisd End, 
' Ttaeii Marches to begin, and thitbei tcndi 

DiicA ilicm all [o i^c Lhe ncaccO Wnj, 
. Whenccnoncof all [h'unnumbeidMiilioQsilBj 

Make them advance wich fuch on eqiml Pice, 
k Jiom all the advcife KegionE of ihc Spacci 
' ThiE ihc)' sc once IhouIdrcHcli tUc deHin'd Ilaee i 

Should muAei theie, and louiid ihc Ceaiei hia 

And dcnw iD£etlici ia a Globcus Faim. 

V Grant, that by mutaal Oppolitioa made 
Of adveifg 7»u, theii munid Flight is (laid j 
That ihut the whole is ia a Balance Uidj , 
Does it not all UKhauic Heads confound. 
That Tioops of Atomei, from all Farti uoun 
Of equal Number, and of equal Force, 
Should to this liagle Point dJieA thcil Couifet 
That fo the Coumei-piefliiic ev'ty way, " 

Of equal Vigour, might their Motionj ftiy, ] 
Andjbya fleady Foife, the whole in Qiiict Uyi, 

Befides, the Etiuftiite of the Earth legaid: * 
Joi Firmnefi how is all itj Frnmc prcpai'd? { 
Wiih what amazing SkiJl it the vail Biuldinjl 
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Hetals and Veins of folid Stone aie found 
The chief Matciisils, which the Globe compound., 
See, how the Hills, which high in Aii afcend, 
fiom Folc to Pole tbeii lofty Lines extend. 

Thefcfiiong unlbaken Mounds reQft the Shocks 
Qf Tides and Seastempeftuoos, whik the K«ck« 
That ieciet in a long continu'd Vein 
^fs tbio* the £aith, the pondious Pile fuflain: 
Thefe mighty Gixdcrs* which the Fabiick bind^ 
Tbefe Ribs xobufi and vaft, in Oidex joynM i 
Thcfe fubteugnean Walls difpos'd with An, 
$i€h Stiengtii, and fuch Stability impatf» 
That Storms above, and Eaithquakes undei gcouad- 
I Itcak not the Piilais, not the Work confound^. 

Give to the Eaith a»l?oim Oibicular, 
i Ltt it be poisd, and iiung in Ambient Aix|^ 
I Give it the Situation to cue Sun 
Such as is only fit 3 when t.js is done, 
Soppofe It ftill lemain'd a lazy Heap s 
f xom what we giant you no Advarxtage reap. . 
Tou either muft the Earth from Reft dift. ib* 
Or roll around the Keav'ns the Solar Oib. 
£Ue what a dreadful Face will Nature wear? 
How horrid will thefe lonefome Seats a ^pear? 
This ne'er would fee one kind refreihing Kay | 
That would be ruined, but a dififetent way, 
Coiidemn*d to L^ght,and cuis*d with eodlcfsOa^. 



!^ 
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A cold IflandiaD Defait one would giow, 
Oiiey like Skilitn 7uxnaces, wouid glow. 
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That Natuxe may this fatal Enoc ihon. 
Move, which will pleaie you1>eft, the Earth ox <San. .1 
3^» ^ay, fzom what great Builder*s Magazines l 
^^ Toa'lt EnglMs fe'tcb, what ftr(^, w4iat raft Ma- 
cbinet.- "*' ■ ;* 

Will jou employ to giye thia Motion BiAh* 
And whixls fo fwiftly sound the Sun ox Earth I ' 
Jte learned Heads, by what Mecfiftoie^CAws I 

Win you of «ither Oxb this Motion caufc? 
-:Why di Ihey mote) why in a Cixde? why 
^itfa fuch « JI^EiuBt of Velocity ^ J 

/; ; Sty, vhy the Earth, if not the £txtti> the Son | 

^ Does thxo* hi# wiflding Road the Zodiack runt \ 

Why 4q xcrolTing Orbs theix Tracks {ublime 
So oiodCaat Hm^ thatilnce the Birch of Time ' j 
. They atrec ▼aiy'd theix accuftom^d Hace, J 

^ Mox lojft a Minute in fo long a Race^f 

W ' ' ' ' ■ ' ■ 

Xm hold, perhaps I xudely pxefs too fars 
Toi> «xe not verft in &eas*ning fo fevexe. 
To a ficftQaeftion your Reply- s at hand ; ' 

Ask but a fecond, and you fpcechlefs ftand> '■ 
^ ' Tou fwim a-^op, and on the Surface ftxi?<^ 

int to the Depths of Natuxe nevex dive : * 

■ '1 
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For if you did, inftncicd youM explore 
Divine Contrivsiuce, and a Gcd adoie. 
Ye Sons of Art, one curious Piece cicvilj, 
From whofc Conftrufturc Motion fhall aiifc. 
Machines, to all Philofo^lKrs 'tis known, 
Move by a Forcgn Impuifc, not tr.cir own. 
Then let dtjendtts chufe what Fiame he ^IcaCc, 
By which to turn the Heav'nlv Orbs with Eafei 
Thofc Oibs miift reft, 'till by th' ex rated Force 
Of fome firft Mover th^y begin their Courfc : 
Meer Difpofition, meer Mechanic Art, 
Can never Motion to the Globes impart: 
And if they could, the Marks of wife Defiga 
In that Contrivance would confpicuous (bine. 
Thefe Queftions dill recur, we ftill demand, 
Wii at moves them fitft, and puts them ofi^at Hand ; 
What makes them this one w:iy their Race dire£^)' 
While they a thoufand other ways rejcft i 
Why do they never once their Courfe infledl? 
Why do they roll with fuch an equal Face, 
And to a Moment ftill perform theit Race ? 
Why Earth or Sun Diurnal Stages keep ? 
In fpiral Tracks why thro* the Zcdiack creep i 
Who can acco«:nt for this, unlcfs they fay 
Thcfc Orbs th* etcrnal.Mind's Conimand obey, 
Who bad them mo^e, did all their Motions guide, 
To each its deftin'4 FxoviAce did divide s 

Which 
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Which to complcat he gave them Motive Pow*r» 
That ihall, as long as he does A'ill, enduie? 

Thus we the Frame of Nat'.'3» have cxpicft j 
Kow view the £axth in iiniib'd Beauty dieft: 
The vacions Scenes, which various Charms difpla/j 
Thio* all th' extended Tiicatex fiizrey. 

See how fublime th* uplifted Mountains xire^ 
And with their pointed Heads invade the Skies* 
How t v^ high Cliffis theii craggy Anii» eztend> 
Diftinguifli States, and fever'd Realms defend} 
' How ambient Shores confine the xeftleis Deep, 
And in their ancient Bouuds the Billows keep i 
The hollow Vales their fmiling Fiide unfold it 
What rich Abundance do their Bofoms hold 2 
Regard theii lovely Verdure, raviib*d ?iew 
The fpnnging f low*rs of various "^cent aud HoCi 
Kot Saftein Monarclis, on chcii Nuptial Di^ 
In dazling Gold and Purple Ihine fb gay 
As the bright Natives of. th^ unlaboux'd Fiel^; . 
Unverft in Spinning, and in Loomf unskill*d. 
See, how the tip'ning Fruits the Gardens cxomX) 
Imbibe the Sun, and make his Light their own; 
See the fwcct Brooks in Silver Mares creep* 
Enrich the Meadows, and fupply the Deepi 
While from their weeping Urns the Fountains fiOTi 
And Vital Moiftuxci wheze they pafs, beftow. ''" 
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' Admire the narrow Stream, and fpreading Lake, 
The proud afpiiiug Orove, and humble Brake : 
How do the Fozefts and the >V''ood5 delight? 
How the fweec Glades and Openings chuim the 

Sight? 
'Obfcrve the pleafaiic Lawn, and aiiy Plain, 
The fertile Furrows rich with various Grain i 
How ufefiil all ? how all confpire to grace 
Tb' extended Earth, and bciudfie hex Face J 

Now, feej^ith how much Art the Parts aremadei 
With how much Wifdom are the Strttm laid, 
^Of different Weight, and of 4 different Kind, 
''Of fuudry Forms, fbrfundry Ends defign'd? 
•Here in their Beds the finiih'd Minerals reft. 
There the tich Wombs the Seeds of Gold digeft. 
|;Bcce in fit Moulds, to Indim Nations known, 
■Are caft thefeveral kinds of precious Stone j 
The Diamond here, by mighty Monarchs worn, 
Pair, as the Star t^at uihers in the Morn s 
There, fplendld by the Sun's embody' d Ray, 
The beauteous Ruble does its Light difplay. 
There Marble's various coloured Veins are fpread) 
Here of Bitumtn undious Stores axe bred. 
What Skill on all its Surface is beftow*d, 
-To make the Earth for Man a fit Abode? 
The upper Moulds, with aftive Spirits ftox'd. 
And xich ia Tcxdant Progeny, affoid 

The 
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The flow*ry Pafture, and the fliady >^'ood. 

To Men their FhyUck, and to BeaAs thcii food. 

Proceed yet farther> and t Profpeft take 
Of the fwift Stream, and of the {landing Lake. 
Had not the Deep been form*d, that might contaU 
All the Colledcd Trcafures of the Main, 
The Earth had ftill o'erwbelm'd with V^atez ftood. 
To Man an uninhabitable Floodi. 
Yet had not Part as kindly ftaid behind, 
Ja the wide Cifterns of the Lakes confin'd. 
Did not the Springs and Rivers 'drench the Land, 
Our Globe would grow a Wildemefs of Sand j 
The Plants and Groves, the tame and favageBeaft, 
And Man, their Lord, would die with Drought 

oppreft. 
Kow, as you fee, the floating Element 
Part loofe in Streams, part in the Ocean pent* 
So wifely is difpos'd, as may conduce 
To Man's Delight, or necclTary Ufe. 

Sec how the Mountains in tlic midfl: divide 
The noblcft Regions, that from either fide 
Ihe Streams* which to the Hills their Currents^ 
owe, ( 

May ev'ry way along the Vally fiow. C^ 

And verdant Wealth on all the Soil beftow. 3 

So 
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So jttUSi aod the Mountains of the Moon, 
Fiom Noith to South in lofty RiUgcs run 
Thro' ^frick Realms, whence falling Waters lave 
Th' inferior Regions with a winding Wave. 
They various Rivers give to various Soil, 
Kix^r to GmntA» and to E^ft NiU. 
So from the tow'ring ^Ipsy on different Sides, 
Diilblving Snows defcend in num'rnus Tides, 
Which in the Vale beneath their Parties joya 
To form the ^•nr, the Ddnmbe, and the T^him, 
So Cdttcafnt^ afpiring Tnurus fo. 
And fam'd /m4»i,* ever white with ^no^^ 
Thro' Eaftern Climes their lofty Heads extend, 
- And this and that way ample Currents fend : 
H tfioufaiid Rivers make theli crooked Way, 
And difemboguc their Floods into the Seaj 
Whence fiiouid they ne'er by fecret Roads retire* 
And to the Hills, fromwiitnce they came, afpires 
They by their conftant Streiains would foencreafe 
The watry Stores> and ciife fo high the Seas, 
That the wide Hollow would not long contain 
Th* unequal Trcafurcs of the fwelling Main: 
Scorning the Mounds which now its Tide with- 
ftand> 

The Sea would pafs the Shores, and diown the 
Stand. 

Tcl]« 
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ibywhat Parhs, wliac fubtcrraiicnu Wayi 
the Foumjin's Head the S=» conyeyi 
The reHucni Rivers, and the Land rcpayj. 
Tell, what fuijetior, what eomiouling Cwife 
Stakes WateK in contempt of Nature's LaxM, 
'■Climb up, andBiinili'afpiiingMounuin's hug 
Swift and forgerfiil of tlieit Nalire Weight. 
Wliai hapjiy Woxks, wliBt Eogines under Giott 
Vb'tl'illiu>ilC''ts °* curious Aft ate found. 
Which muft with eveilafting Labcui pUy, 
Back to [hcii Sptuigs the Rivejs to convey, 
And keep theii Coiiefpoodencc with tbc Sea, 

Teihaptrou'Ufay.tJieii Streams ihc Rivew o 
'In part to Rain, in part to melting Snow i 
And that th' ittiaiicd watty Vapouis rife 
Fiom Lakes and Seal, and fill the lower Skiei 
Thtfe when eondens'd the airy Region pouis 
On the dty Eaiili in Rain, at geaik Show'ti. 
Th' in&nunting Diops link ihto' ilie Sand, 
And pafs ihc poious Sttainets of the Land: 
Which frelh Suppliei of liquid Riches hiing 
To ev'ry Rirei's Head, lo each exhauftcd Spdt 
The Siieams are thus, thcii LolTes lo te^'aii. 
Hack to theii Source tiinlhiiricd thro' the Air. 
The Waieta fliil rheii ciietlng Courfe n 
fiow down ia Riveu, and mum 
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bi cm tlw Soil widi Heat immodewtc dtfd, -a 

■i which the llaiii'i ftixe Tieafiires aie denfd» 

MlCoooMiaa aoie fublime la £ii&#r xife, 

bmIs cfae,Cloikby And tow'c amidft theSkicft 

■he ioMry Fleeces, which theix Hcadt involvi^ p. 

■tt Ijiif. hi pact, and ftUl ia pair diflblrc 

Hibii end loud impemoDa Catacada 

■jip'jMidi ahnpt and code uafaAioa'd TraAa 

Hhfovn the lofty Moua^io't chaaaeird itdes» J 

pilt«th«i^e«a|ive)r^theixfbainfaigTJdet. ^ 

fciJfiUJJi, tOi make jheix vanoui Cunemt opt, 

MOdb^Degatod Floods tofethet snii. 

MftConfliMBt Scxeams make fbaie great kivei'a 

K^-Peady 

Ktbfes ftill melting and defcendiiig fed. 

Ki ficofls th* afpbiak Jfoinitaiiis of the Mooa 

pftlTuig TnaiiKes nufli in Toxreats down s 

Weh fa&^iiMiutbatnt Healnas and fandy SqiI» 

nd bk& tk^EfyfHMm Nation with tbeix KiUz 

HoKwhofbe'ec Mi iecxct BJfe would know, 

toftfli m h the Hills, and txace his Head in Snow. 

W thoT the 1^*««*, the Dmpki and the I^A»»#, 

111 flAiple -Bivets of oar milder Zone, 

i^tti Jhey advance along the Flats and Plains, 

lj»*J* 'by theSfcow'is augmented, and the Rains j 

^ ChcCe tbeic Source and firft Beginning owe 

naftiMC^ that&om the ^/jpmr Mountains flow. 

C Hence« 
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Hence, when the Snows in Winter ccafc to w 
And undifTolvM their flaky Texture keep. 
The Baolcs with eafe their humble Streams cont 
Which f\vell in Summer, and thofe Banks difd 
Bethis Account allowM, fay, do not here 
Th* Impxeflioiis of Confununate Ait appeaii 

In cv'ry fpacious Realm a tiCng Ground, 
Obfervers tell, is in the Middle found ; 
That all the Streams, which flow from either f 
May thro* the Valleys- unobftxu^ed glide. 
Wh^t various Kingdoms does the Ddnubi lave 
BefHte the Euxim Sea receives its Wave i 
How many Nations of the Sun-burnt Soil 
Does Ni^n blefs } how many drink the Nile? 
Thro' what vafl Regions near the lifing Sun 
Does Indtif, Gan^s, and Hydafpes run? 
What happy Empires, wide Euphratis, tcam» 
And pregnant grow by thy prolifick Stieam 3 
How many fpacious Countries does the Tfjjine 
In windiog Eanks, and Mazes ferpentine, 
Travcrfc, before he fplits in Belgid's Flain9 
Xnd lofc i n Sand creeps to the Germdn Main? 
Floods wliich thro' Indiuu Realms their Coa 

pi:rfi!c, 
That Mexico cniich, and wafli Tiru^ 
With their umvcaiicd Screams yet farther pafs, 
rcforc they reach the Sea, and end theix Race 

Aj 
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:e the Rivers and the Floods demand, 
c Defcent, a prone and linking Land, 
t this due Declivity declare 
Direftor's providential Care? 

.ow the Streams advancing to the Main 
Dokcd Channels draw their Chryftal Train. 
ngring thus they in Meanders glide, 
attcr verdant Life on either iidc. 
[leys fmile, and with their fiowry Facfc 
althy Births confefs the Floods embrace. 
great BleQing would in part be loft, 
Lild the Meads their blooming Plenty boa(l, 
hcckM Rivers draw their fluid Train 
s dired, and rapid feck the Main. 

ea does next demand oui Tiew ; and then 
ti.e Marks of perfe<a 6kill appear. 
irft the Atonies to the Cougrcfs came, 
their ConcoLnfc form d the mighty Frame, 
lid the Liquid-to th*AircmbJy call, 
J their Aid to forai the pond.ror.s Bali? 
:11 us, wiiy did any come? next, why 
a dilproportion to the Dry? 
ere the Moift in Number fo outdone* 
3 a Thoufaad Dry, they are but one?- ■ 
they united, and together ching, 
^niillinguiflrd in one Heap they iaing, 

C z HOA' 
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Ls the Union broke, the Knotunty'd, 
What iliJ th' ciir:i[iglcd Ejemcnts divide ■ 
Why 'iid the Moift disioyn'd. wichoiu lefpeft 
To iheii icfs Weight, the lowell Scat deft! 
Could they difpenfe to lyc bdoj/ the Land, 
With Nature's Law, and unrepeal'd Command; 
Wl.ich gives to lightetThings thegreaicft heigh 
And Scats Inferior to Supcrioi Weight} 
Did they foiefee. unleft they lay fo iow. 
The lefllefs flood the Land would oveiSow, ^ 
By which the Delug'd Eailh would urclefs growl 
What, but aConfdous Agent, could jtovide 
Tlie fpacious Hollow, where the Wavej re&de> 
WhciE batt'd with ILock, and fenc'd with Rijli 
the Deep 
' Does in i[S tt'omb the Floating TreafoKS kee| 
And all the laging Kegimenis teftiiin 
In Qitcd Llmirs, that the fwelling Main 
May not in Triumph o'er the Ftonliei ride. 
And thio' the Land licentious fptead Its Tide? 
What other Caufe the Frame could ft conttiv^ 
That when tempeltuous Windi the Ocean dllv^ 
The]" cannot break, the Tye, nor difiuiite 
The Waves, which toll Connefted in their flight 
Theii Banda, iho' Qack, no Diffolution fear, ' 
Th' uafever'd Parts the gieatefi Pcelliiic beat) 
Tho'loofc, and fit to flow, they (till coheic>. ^ 
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This apt, this wife Conteztuxe of the Sea, 
Makes it the Ships dxiv'n by the Winds obeys 
Whence hardy Merchants Sail from Shear to Shoat> 
Bxing lniu^% Spices Homei and GmHt4*s Oai. 

Wheji you with Liquid Stores have fill'd tht 
Deep, 
What does the Flood fiom Putrefa^Hon keep} 
Should it lye Stagnant in its ample Seat, 
The Sun would thro' it fptead Deftmftiye Heat. 
The Wife Contriver on his Hnd intent, * 

Caxeful this fatal Error to prevent. 
And keep the Waters from Corxuption free, 
Mlxt them witti Sale, and SeafonM all the Sea. 
What other Caufe could this EffcSt produce i 
The Biackiih Tin^ie thro* the Main difiufe^ 
^ou, who to Solai Beams this Task aflSgn, 
To fcaid the AA ayes, and turn the Tide to Bxiae, 
Kefled, that all the Fluid Stores which deep 
In the remoteft Caverns of the Deep, 
Have of the Briny Force a greater Share, 
Than thofe above> that meet the Ambient Ait, 
Others, but oh how much in vain ! ered 
Mountains of Salt, the Ocean to infe^. 
Who, vcrs*d in Nature, can defczibe the Land, 
Ox fix the Place on which thofe Mountains fiand^ 
Why have thofe Rocks fo long uawafted ftood, 
.lilicc, laviih of theif Stock, they tbxo*the Flood9 
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Have, Ag€» paft, thcix melting Chryftal fpiead. 
And with theix Sfmis tbe Liquid Hegions fed) 

•*:■■■ 

. Yet more, the Wife Contiiver did provide. 
To keep the Sea fiom ftagnating, the Tide^ 
Which now we foe advance* and now fubfidek 
^' If you exclude this great Direfting Mind, 
|R';' Decl|ire ^at Canie of this E6Fed you find. 

You who this Globe round its own Axis driven 
«: frpm that Rotation this Event darife? 

ipk'fay, tbe 'Sea, which with unequal paett 
Attends the Earth in this its rapid- Race, 
Does with its Waves fiill backward to tbe Wefl^ 
And thence tepeird, advances to the Eaft : 
While this revolving Motion does indure. 
The Seep nauft reel, andxufli horn Shoar to Shoai« ' 
Thus to the Setting, and the dfing Sun» 
AljBecnate Tides in ftated Order run. 
Th* Experiments you bring us, to explain 
This Notion, are impertinent and vain. 
An Orb or Ball round its own Axis whirl % 
WiU not the Motion to t dtftance hotl 
Whatever Duft or Sand yon on it plaee^ ' 
And Drops of Water from its Convex Facet )' . 
if this Rotation does the Seas atfed» 
. The rapid Motion rather would ejeft 
The Stores, the low Capacious Caves contain^ 
And fcom its ample Bafin caft the Main> 
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Aloft in Ail would make the Ocean fly, 
And daih ks fcactei'd Waves agalnd the Sky. 

If you, to foive th' Appeaiance, have ftcourfe 
To the i>right Sun's, oi Moon's impuliive Fosce ^ 
I>o yon, who call foi Demoxiftcation, tell 
How diftant Oib& th' Qbedicnt Flo^d impcL 
This ftfong Myilouoiis In^uence explaixs \ 

By which, to AvtU the Wavc^. they. pxeG the Mjwl.; 
But BF you ch|ife j[|^gnctie Toj^*!,, a^d f^y -^ 

Thoie Bodies by Attra£kion move tbc^Sca-i .{jf^ 
Till with new Light you niake this Scciet knoum* 
And tell us how 'tis by Attxaftion done, 
Teu leave the Mind in Daxknefs ftill inrolv'd, 
Nox have you, like Phiiofophets, lefolv'd 
The Doubts, whieh^ wc to Reasoning Men tefety 
But with a Cant of Wo<ds abufe the £a£. 

Tbofe, who afleit the Lonax Oxb pxefides 
O'ex Humid Bodies, and the Ocean guides : 
Whefe W aves obfequious ebb, or dwelling jnui 
With the declining ot .increafing Moon i . 
With Reafon feem hex Empiie to fflaintaia> 
As Miftxefs of the Riveis and the Main. 
Perhaps hex aftive Influences cauie 
Th' alternate Flood, and give the Billow Laws^ 
The Waters ieem hex Orders to obey. 
And ebb and flow, determined by hex Sway. 
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Giant that the Deep thiifoielgoSoveieigDovnt, 
Thai mov'd hy he: ic this and that way lunj. 
Say, by what Fotce Ihc makei the Ocean r»reU, 
Docs (he stiraft the Waieis, ot impeJli 
How dor) Ihe lulc the tolling Waves, and guide 
By fixt and conftijit Laws, the lefllcri Tide* 
Why does Jhe dait h« Foiec to ihai degree. 
As gives fo juQ a Motion to the Sea, 
Thit ii Bioaii flow no mote, no more retiie, 
Tliaa Niicuie's various ufeful Eodl require? 
A Mind Supteam you therefore muft approve, 
Whorehigh Command Mus'd Matter fitft to motet 
Who Hill prcfcTTes its Couifc, and with icfpeft 
To his wife Endi, all Motion does diteft. 
Be to the Silver Moon ihii Province gave. 
And lilt her Empire o'er the Briny Wave: 
Endu'd her with iiieh juft Dectecs of Poiv"*, 
As might hts Aims and wife Dcligus procures 
Might agirate and woik \hc iroubled Deep, 
Aud rolling waters fiom Coi[U|ition keep ; 
Sut not impe.l cnem' o'et tfacii Bounds of Sand, 
Noi force the wafiful Deluge o'ei the Land, 
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The ARGUMENT. 

e IntroduHion* The numerous and im' 
port ant Bleffmgs of Riligion. The Ex* 
fftence of a God Demonjirated from the 
If^ifdom and Dejign which appear in the 
Motions of the Heavenly Orbs ; but 
more particularly in the Solar Syjiem* 
I. In the Situation of the Sun^ and its 
due Dijiance from the Earth. The fa* 
tal Confequences of its having been 
placed otherwtfe than it is. I ! . In its 
Diurnal Motion^ whence the Change 
of Day and Night proceeds : Then in 
its Annual Motion^ whence arife the 
different Degrees of Heat and Cold^ 
The Confinement of the Sun between 
the Tropicks^ notto be accounted for^ by 
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34 The Argument, Book IT: 

any Thilofophical Hypoihefts. The Dif- 
ficuhies the fame ^ (f the Earth Moves 
and the Sun Rejis. The Sfring of the 
Sun^s Motion^ not to be explained by 
any irreUgtous Phllofophy. The Con* 
te-mplation of the Solar Lights and the 
Ujes made of it for the End prop^s^dm 
The Appearances in the Solar Syftem 
not to be foh'*d^ but by afferting a God, 
The Syjlems of Ptolomy, Copernfcuf , 
Tycho Brahe and Kepler conjider'^d. 
The Solar Sy ft em defcrib^d and compared 
with the fix^d Stars , which are fuppos^et 
Centers of the like Syftemu Kefle^i" 
ons on that Comparifon, The Hypo* 
thefts of Epicurus, im relation to the 
Motion of the Sun. IVifdom and JDe- 
ftgn difcover'^d in the Air ; in its ufeful 
Strudure^ its Elafticity^ its various 
Meteors ; the Wind^ the Rain^ Thun* 
der and Lightning. A Jhort Contem- 
flation of the Vegetable Kind 
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^^1 Thcu War with HcaVn he didin- 
fiiliing wage, 
" And bieatli'd tgahift the Gods 
immortal Kagi: : 
See, he c^Uims, the Smir« of all our Woct 
Oui Eeius and SuiPtings from Religioa flow. 

We graat, a Train of Mifchicfs oh rroceeds 
»iom SupeiftitlDLs Rites and Pciial Ctecdss 
Sat view Religion in hei Natiie Chanm, 
DifpeiGtig BleOings with indulgent Aims, 
From licr ftiiEye!".liathcav'uly RajiatefpiWHdJ 
Vhai blooming Juys (bile loundhei bllfiful Head! 

effapiing Divine ! by thee we blefs tbe Caulev- 
'Who fotm'd the ^oild, andiules it byhisLxnsj* j 
I Hii Independi^ic Being we adore, 
ZxtdH-hJi Copdiiefij aoJ tetere bit Jow't 
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any Thilofophical Hyfoibefis. The Dif- 
ficulties the fame ^ if the Earth Moves 
and the Sun Rejis. The Spring of the 
Sun^s Motion^ not to be explained by. 
any irreligious Philofophy. The Coft' 
terxplation of the Solar Lights and the 
Ujes made of it for the End prop0s^d;. 
The Appearances in the Solar Syftem 
not to he fohv^d^ but by afferting a God* 
The Syjiems of Ptolomy, Copemicnf, 
Tycho Brahe and Kepler confider*d. 
T'he Solar Syftem defer ib'*'d and compared 
with the fix^d Stars ^ which arefuppos'et 
Centers of the like Syftems. Kefledi" 
ons on that Comparifon. The Hypo- 
thefts of Epicurus, im relation to the 
Motion of the Sun. IVtfdom and De^ 
Jign difcover'^d in the Air ; in its ufeful 
Strudure^ its Elafticity^ its various 
Meteors ; the U^ind^ the Rain^ Thun- 
der and Lightning, A Jhort Contem^ 
plation of the yegetable Kind 
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Oat wondiiiig Eyes his high tcifc&iont'vitv. 
The lofty Coniumplation wc putfue, 
'Till cavini'J we ihc great Idea find, 
shilling ia blight Impie(fioiu on oac MiiuL 

Infpir'd by thee, Gucft of celcftial B.ace, 
With gencioiis Love, wc Human-kind embiacej 
We Ptovotntions unptovok'd receive. 
Patient of Wiong, and caGe to f oigi»e s 
ftoteft the Oiphan, plead the Widow's Cauft> 
Hoi deviate fiomthe I^eimeuicg Juftice ijuwi. 

Thy Luftie, blcfl Effulgence, can difpell 
The Clouds of Etroi, and tiie Gloom of Helli 
Can to the Saul impan Echccial Ligbt, 
Give Life Divine »nd Iitlelle£ttial Sight: 
.Before owr laviih'd Eye* ihj Beams difplay, ' ^ 
The opening Scenes of BUTs, ind cndlefs Daj: l 
By which incited wc with Ardour rife, 
Scotn this infctioi Ealj} and claim the Sldcfc J 

TyianCi to Thee a Change of Namie owqtll! 
Bceib all ibetr Tottuccs, and indulgent giow 
Ambitious Ci^nquerois ia their mad Career, , 
Check'd by ihy Voice, by duwa ihc Swoid ^ 

Speat. 
The boldclt Champions of impiety, 
Icowful of Heav'n. fubdu'd or won by Tbc4 J 
i.^tfiue tliy hallow'd Alcait bend the KAtt, 
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LoofeWits, made Wife, a publickGood becoiiK> 
Tlie Sons of Piide aa humble Mien ailumc> 
The Fiofligate, in Morals gxow feveie, 
Defiaudeis juft» and Sycophants iinccic. 

With amoxous Language, and bewicching Smiles, 
Attxa&ive Aiis, and all the Lover's Wiles, 
The fair EzyptUn Jacglf's Son caieft, 
Hung on his Neck, and languilh'd on his Breaft. 
Courted wich Freedom now the beauteous Slave, 
Kowflatt'ring fued, and threatning now did rave» 
But not tHe various Eloquence of Love, 
Noz Power enrag'd could his fix'd Virtue move* 
See, aw'd by Heav'n, the blooming Hekrtw 6iet 
Her artful Tongue, and more perfuafive Eyes : 
And fpxinging from her difappointcd Arms, 
Prefers a Dungeon to forbidden Charms. 

Stedfaft in Virtue's and his Country's Caofe, 
Th* illuftrious Founder of che Jtwifb Laws, 
Who,taught by Heav'n. at genuine Greatnefs aim*d» 
Willi worthy Pride Imperial Blood difclaim'd. 
Th* alluring Hopes of Pbaro^s Throne tefign'd. 
And the vain Pleafures of a Court declined, 
Pleas'd with obfcure Recefs, to eafe the Pains 
Of 7«c«^'s Race, and break their Servile Chains. 
9mb ginertm Mindi «r# fnm'd, wbixt kltfi 7^/i-( 
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Te Friends of Epienrus, look around. 
All Nature view with marks of Prudence cro 
Mind the wife £nds; which proper Means pron 
See how the difi:'rent Parts for difif^renc Ufc 

wrought i 
Contemplate all this Conduft andDefign, 
Then own* and praife th* A-rti£cer Divine. 

Regard the Orbs fublime in c^tker born-, 
Which the blue Regions of the Skies adoro 
Compared with whofe Extent, this low hun^ 
Shnink to a Point, is defpicably fmall : 
Their Number, counting thofe th' unaided 
Can fee, or by invented Tubes defcry, 
With thofe which in the advcrfc Hemifpher 
Or near each Pole to Lands remote appear 
The widcft ftretch of Human Thought cxce 
And in th' attentive Mind Amazement bree( 
While thefe fo numerous, and fo vaft'of fi: 
In various ways roll thto* t^ie tracklefs Ski( 
Thro* eroding Roads perplcxt and innicatc 
Perform their Stages, and their Rounds rep 
None by Colliilon from their Courfe are di 
No Shocks, no Conflifts brc.;k the Peace of Hi 
No Aattefd Globes, no glowing Fragment 
No Worlds o'erturnM, crulh th-s tcrreftria] 
In beauteous Order all ri;e Oiks advance. 
And in tiieii mazy complicated Dance, 
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n ooe part of all the Fathlefs Sky 
iny evei halt, or ftcpawiy. 

len twice ten thoufand Men depiivM of Sighr^ 
me wide Vale dired their Footfteps right > 
there a various figur'd Dande eflay, 
: by juft Steps, and zneafurM Time obeys 
crofs each other with unerring Feet, 
: miftake their Place, and never meet : 
hall iu many Years the leaft decline 
the fame Groiiud,and the fame winding Liner 
may in various Roads the Orbs above, 
3ut a Guide, in perfed Concord move i 
Beauty, Order, and Harmonious Laws 
not require a Wife Direfting Caufc. 

, how th* L'idulgent Fatfaez of the* Day 
ch due Dif^ance does his Beams difplay^ 
he liis He:it may give to Sea and Land, 
I degrees, as all their Wants demand. 
ad he in th* unmeafuiable Space 
Etier, chofe;i a remoter Places 
nftance, pleas'd with that Superior Seat 
c Saturn, or where y9ve their Courfe- repeat ; 
id he happened farther yet to lye, 
z more dil;uit Qiiarters of the Sky, 
fad, how wild, how exquillte a Scene 
efolation, had his Planet been? 
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A waftful, cold, untxodden Wildexnefi, 
The gloomy Haunts of Honor and Diftieft. 
laftead of Woods, which cxown the Mountain 

Head, 
And the gay Uonouis of the veidant Mead ; 
Inllead of Golden Fiuits, the Gaiden's Piide» 
By genial Show'xs, and folaz Heat fupply'd, 
7JlMtdi4m Cold, and HyptrkoreMt Snows, 
Eternal f xoft> with Ice that never flows, 
UnfufFerabie Winter, had defi&c'd 
Earth's blooming Charms, and nuule a Banc 

Wafie. 
No mild Indulgent Gales would gently bear. 
On their foft Wings, fweet Vapouis thro* the Ai 
The Balmy Spoils of Plants, and fragrant Flow 'i 
Of Aromatick Groves, and Mirtle Bow'rs, 
Whofe odoriferous Ezfaalationi fan 
The Flame of Life, and recreate Beaft and Ma 
But Storms, ev'n worfe than vex NonMgidm Wavei 
Than breed in ScythU^s HUls, or LapUnd Cavei 
Would thf o' this bleak Terreftrial Defatt blow. 
Glaze it with Ice, or whelm it o'er with Saow. 

Or had the Sun, by like unhappy Fate, 
Elefted to the Eanh a nearer Seat, 
His Beams had cleft the Hill, the Vtilly dty'd^ 
Eshal'd the Lake> and dxaia'd the bdjiy Tklci 
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A Umu, fuperiot ht to that wbdi teoUt 
Bmdt^ox SmmmfSf fftWuii Ifles} 
TbuHlhK lAkli i^ffift C?Miw«'s Golden Oiiii 
0£i«iM-cte£^M» Hind* oi ttniis the kk^ff 
Had laid4dl Natote waftev and tuin*d the Land 
To Hillt of Cindcii, and to Valet of Sand. * 
No Scaftt could then hare xang'd the licafltft 

■Woody- 

3¥or mnay Kaiioas on «heS07iaig Hood. 
3Mf Kad JMT beat Ae iA% IMd, the S«aina 
Ho Jtioeks faadhteoded-OA cht icufiet Plains. 1 
Thus had the Sim's twiglit Of b been moie xcflUMt 
7iH;Coldbadk2tt^d»andifmoxe4ieax,thftDiflUfhK4 

Men fee, LmmimSif^ iSee the Son 
His Couzfc Diurnal and his AnnaaLnm*,.- 
Bow in his Gloaona lUce h* nBoresalMift 
' Cvay as a Bxtdegooom, as a Qf^bt ftton^ 
, Jlow his aofufd JLaboux he «eptats 
SLetuxins at Moxning, and at Eve xetteattl^ 
And by the Diftiibution of his Light, 
Kow^es to Man the Day, and new thel^|lft^ 
Hight, when the drowiic SWain and Traieller ceaArr 
, Theitdaily Toil, and footb their Liinbs- with Eaft H 
[* When all thoiweaiy Sons of ^'oc r«fttmin 
. Thcii yielding Cares with Slumber's SiJk<enChain» j 
1 4oLice fadGocfy and lull wluaant Pain. 
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And .while the Sun» nii'ei .covetous of R.eft» 
Fliet with ^^^ i^i<^ Speed fiQm,£aft to Wd% 
In tlMks Oblique be tbia' tbrZodt^ xolia» . 
Between tbe.Noxthun ghd the SoutbcU'folci 
Fioffl which xevolWng Pxogteis thio* the Skies 
The neediol Setfoiis of the Tcitf uife. 
And «& he now advances) nov ictteatSy - 
Whence Wintex Colds pfoceed, and Si]iii|lie£ Hei 
He quiSifiet and cheettthc Aix by cifla»> .»• 
Wl^ Winter feezes, tnd fvhich Shumiqc haSL 
Thus his kind Kaya th« two EztiMUBS xeducbi 
Jknd keep a Tempex fit foe Katuxe's Ufe. 
The E10& and Dcmight, by this.aXteoiite F01 
The Earth's pioltfic Energy xeflofe.' 
The Lives of :Maa and Beaft demand ^he Chan 
Hence Fowls the Air and Fiih the Ocean xan{ 
Of H«9 wbA Gold dus joft fiiccefive Reign^ 
Which does the Balance of the Yeax maintain 
TheGard'ner*s Hope, and Farmefs Patience pit 
Gives Vetnal Verduxe, and Autumnal Cxops. 

V : Should but the Sun his Duty once fbrgeti 
Mox £nun ihe Notth« nox ftom the South x«tn 
Itioiild not the Reams xevivCf and iboth the i 
Mellow the Furrow for the Floughmmn's Toil 
A teeming Vigour ihould they not di£ife» 
Feiment the Glebe, and genial Spixits looiei* 
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Whicli lay imptifonM in the ftitfeh'd Ground* 
CoBgeal'd with Cold, in frofty Fetters bound, ' 
Unfxuirfiil Ettth her wretched Fate would mourn. 
No Orafs wotdd cloach the Mhu, no FAat^tho 
Trees adorn. - 



I 



But did the lingering Orb much longer ftaf. 
Unmindful of his Courfe, and crooked Way} 
The Earth, of Dews defrauded, would dtteft 
The fatal FaTonr of di' S^gent Gueft : 
To diftant WodiU implore him to repair. 
And free from noxious Beams the Sultry Air. 
His Rays, Produ^ve now of Wealth and Jo]r* 
Would then the Paftute a/id the Hills annoy. 
And with too great Indulgence would deflroy. 
iln vain the Ub*nng Hind would rill.th« Land» ^■ 
Turn up the GIebe> and iow hi» Seed-tii Saiid. 
Tlye Meads would crack, in warn ' of binding Oewf»' 
The Channels would th* exhaling Kivex lofe: 
While in their Haunts wild Beafts expiring lye^ 
The panting Herds would on the Pafture dye: *-\ 
But now the Sua at neither Tropick fiays 
A longer Time, than his alternate BLa^ . 

fuch propoftion Heat and Lufbe giTc» 
["As do not nria Nature, but revive. 

When the bright Oib«,to folace Southern Slett% . 
Inreits his Coutfe, and itom the North xetieats; 
^' -^ A# 
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ttiteifehc glad Earth with fidh Obnc^cioiilleaai r 
r > RefloiM tfaeii'letiy Hoiioiiis to cha %eo4i> 

;> •, Klowr'stotfae Jiikaim auicl ViUBdoai «» thenoodsi 
^; / Vnbuids the Tuxf, ezhllaiates the Haia, 

Bxiogs backlkis Labour, and i^oo^ the Swaiii § 
^ Thro' aU the Soil a gOtet PdffiS^ ifsead«» , 
Ragciyatci eheMaata, and new jctown Hit JlU^, 
The flN»on Bxaocbct pexcK'd, oc ,^ die Wii^i 
At Natnie's retdant afftartiMrion^tmi :. 
And with melodious Lays falote sdltt Ipong. 

^^ ThoHcataof SwnmcrBeaeficBptoduce. 

^ Of equal Namber, and of equal UfaT 
: "Ijierpioutiai'JBitthti andbeauteoas,,vctn4]|lMab 
'9y.w§imm SLays to ripe ftzfii^on come. , ^. . 
Th* anfteiti'^ajid pMidaoos Jiiiap» i^ fiUiiDe. Y 
* JWialce them afcend thepoxons Soil, uA dimb4| 
The Oraage-Tree, die Citron, aad the Lime 2 J' 
Which dmnk in Plenty by the tbiifty MoC^ 
Bvaic forth in painted Flow'rs, fpyi. " 
They explicate the LeaTca» and dpca 
Fox the Silfe^Labotirers of the Malbeny W s o da 
And the fweet Liquor on the Caaa beftow* i^. * j 
From which prepared the lufcious ik$U» fto«9 ' 
With generous Juice enrich the fpreading Vinc^ 
AMd la the Gxape digcft the ipsightly Wine. •'' 
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The fiqigfaiit Tkes, which grow by MiM?loodi^ 
And in «>lr«(W«'s Aromatic Woods, 
Owe aU theii Spices to the Summer's Hest, 
Theix gummy Tears, and odoriferous Sweat. 
Ko# the. brij^t San compa^ the pzecioos StOMj* 
Imparting xadlant Loftte* l^e his own : 
Her^^niftttfes Hubies with their BAfic Hae^ f'* 
Aal'bn the Sapliire ^xeads a heaf'nly llnei 
'Fq< the proud Monarch's dizling Crown pisepaxei *' 
BJch orient Pearl, and Adamantine Staxs. 

Next Autumn, w&en the Suii*s wUhdtawjog ILajr 
^ The Night enlarges, and contraftr the Day, 

To crown his Labour to the farmer yields 
i The feOe^ TKafuret oT his fiiiitful Kddsi 
I Kipens the Hazirtflr lot the ^looked Steel, 
(^While bending" 5dlfi» the iUral Vtapon tod.} 
tfhe fragrant Sx^tt for the ni^e falatf jus, 
[ And to the Frefs^ fwelling Grape, finmits* 

I At length l^dften by the folax Rays, 
I See, drooping Natoce $iiea» and decays, 
I While Winter all his Snowy Stores diiplaya: 
rift hoary Txa^ph unmolefied Reigns 
I O'er barren iHfllls, and bleak untrodden Plains i 
I Hardens the Gld>e, the ibady Grove deforms, . 
dieFfotifab aBdibafccit]blb[4^^^S<<»^ 
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t4ow adivc Spirits are leftrainM with Cold, 
And Prifons crampt with Ice the Genial Capti 

hold. 
The Meads their flowry Pride no longer wear, 
And Trees extend their naked Arms in Air i 
The frozen Furrow, and the fallow Field, 
Hor to the Spade, nor to the Harrow yield. 

Yet in their turn the Snows and Frofts prod 
Various EflFeiis, of neceflary Ufc. 
Th* intemperate Heats of Summer are control 
By Winter's Rigour, and inclement Cold, 
Which checks contagious Spawn, and noxi* 

Steams, 
The fatal Offspring of immoderate Beams: 
Th'exhaufted Air with vital J^itxe fills, 
Iflfe£^ion flops, and Deaths in Embryo kills: 
Conflrains the Glebe, keeps back the hurtftd W© 
And fits the Furrow for the Vernal Seed. 
The Spirits now, as faid, imprifon'd flay. 
Which elfe by warmer Sun-beams drawn away 
Would Toam in Air, and difllpated ftray. 
Th»s are the Winter Frofts to Nature kind, 
Frofls, which reduce exceHive Heats, and bind 
Prolific Ferments in xefifUcfs Chains, 
Whence Parent Earth her Fruitfulncfs maintaij 
To compufs all tbefe happy Ends, tJie Sun 
In winding Tracks do's thru' the Zodiack run. 
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Teu, who fo much arc verft in Caufes, tell. 
What fiom the Tropicks can the Sun rcpell? 
What vigorous Attn, what tepercuflive lUow 
Bandies the mighty Globe fliil to and fro. 
Yet with fuch Condadb, fuch unerring Art, 
He never did the tracklefs Road defert ? 
Why does he never in his Spiral Race 
The Tropicks, or the Polar Circles pa(s ? 
What Gulphs, what Mounds, what Terrors can 

controul 
The ruihing Orb, and make him backward roll I 
Why ihould he hault at either Station, why 
Not forward run in unobftru^ive Skri 
Can he not pafs an Aftronomic Line, 
Or do*s he dread th' Imaginary Sign, 
That be fliould ne*ex advance to either Pole, 
Nor farther yet in liquid Ethtr roll, 
Till he has gain*d fome unfrequented Place, 
Loft to the World in vaft unmeafiir*d Space? 

If to the Old yon the New Schools prefer. 
And to the fam'd Ctptrmms adheres 
If you eftecm that Suppolition beft. 
Which moves the Earth, and leaves the Sun at 

Keft: 
With a new Veil your Ignorance you hide. 
Still is the Knot as hard to be uiity'd. 



You 
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Toachttge yoax SchemCy bat the old Doubu 

And ^11 7<ni leaTC th* enqnixiiig Hind in Pa 

This Ttdbtem, ts PhilofcflirfWj xefolve : 
What makes the Globe firom^WefttoEaftzcyoJ 
Vnm. is the ftsCuag impaUtve CtnCp: declaxe. 
Which vSAb the pond'iotis Qsb fo finfr in Ai 
To yooi valit Anfwet wiU you htap iieconife 
And>l^li us 'tis Ingenite, A^ive Foxoe» 
Kobility, ot Katiye fOK^'t to mof«» 

Woxds whicV mean Nothings and can Koth 
piove? - 

That moving ?ow*jc» that Force Innate expli^l 

Or y«lii gt^ie Anfweit «te ibruzd inll ^919 ;. 

We BO Solvtioo of out QitM^-finds -i^*. . 

Tout Wotds bewildextf not 4lift the Mind. 



^' ,VjoiBk this xapid Motion-to fKOcuiCb 

ton the hazd Task employ Magnetic Fow*r» 

lilKthex that Pow^x yoa at thc>CetMtt placi^ 

Or in the middle Kegkm of the Mafi^^ ' i 

Ot elfe» as fobie Pbilofopbcks afleitt 

Ton gi?e an equal Shaie to cy'xy W^ut^ 

Have you by this the Caufe of Modon ftowa! 

Aftex esplaining is it not unknown? 

Since you pretend, by Reifon's fttiaeft Law^ 

Oi^.an ££to to maniieft the Caufe, 
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Natare, of Wondeis fo immenfe a Field> 

Can none moie ftxange, none mote myfteilous 

yield, 
None that eludes Sagacious Reafon moie 
Than this obfcuie, inexplicable Fow*r. 
. Since you the Spring of Motion cannot ihow> 
Be juft> and faultlefs Ignorance allow i 
Say 'tis Obedience to th* Almighty Nod, 
That 'tis the Will* the 7ow*r> the Hand of^od^ 

Pbilofopheis of fpreading Fame ^te found> 
Who by th*Attra&ion of the Oxbs around 
Would move the Earth, and make its Courfe obey 
I The Sun's and Moon's inevitable Sway. 
[Some from the PielTuxe and impelling Force 
Of HcAv*nly Bodies would derive its Courfe : 
iWhild in the dark and difficult Difpute- 
[All are by turns confuted, and confute.' 
[Each caiifubvert th* Opponent's Scheme, but none 
I Has Strength of Reafon to fupport his own. 

The Mind employ 'd in fearch of fecret Things, 
To find out Motion's Caufe and hidden Springs* 
Thro* all th' Etherial Regions mounts on high. 
Views all the Spheres^ and ranges all the Sky: 
Searches the Orbs, and penetrates the Air 
With unfuccefsful Toil, and fruitlefs Care : 

D TiU 
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Till dDp'il b^ awful Heights, and Citlphi immcnfe 
Of Wifdom, and of »all Omoipoicacc, 

'mbling ilaiidsi aad doaa in iV ondei gaxe 
Loft in the wide Ineatticable Maae. ^^ 






i 



S<c, how [he Sua does oa the middle 
Aod round ihe Globe defcribe th' fquitot 
By »hicli wire Mmiu ha c»n tin: whole fuivey' 
With a dircfl, or with a llanting Rij, 
In the Suecefiion of a Night and Day. 
Had the Noith Pole been tixi beneath the Sun, 
To Souihein Rcalmi the Day had been unkaovni 
\ If [be South fole had giia'd that attm Seat, 
The Nonhein Climes had met ai haid a Fate. 
And finec ihc Space, thai lici On eiihei lute 
The Solar Oib, is without Limit) wide } 
Gram ch.at the Sun had happen'd to ptefe^ 
A Seat Sfkitiint, but one Diamclci : 
Loll to the Light by thai unhappy Place 
This Globe hadlalu a fiozcn, loaefome Mafj. 

Behold the Light emitted fiom the Sun, 
What mote iBmiliai, And whit moie unkaowni 
While by its fpieadinj Radiance h reye»li 
All Natuiet Face, it Itill it Telf conceals. 
See how each Moia it do's its Beams difplay. 
And on its Golden wingi biing back the Day; 
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How foon th* ££RiIgent Emanations fly 

Thio' the blue Gulph of intcrpoilng Sky ! 

How foon tbeix Luilie all the Region fills. 

Smiles on the Vallies, and adoins the Hills \ 

Millions of Miles, To lapid is their Race, 

To cheer the Earth, they in few Moments pafs. 

Amazing Fiogrefs I At its utmoft ftietch. 

What Human Mind can this fwift Motion reach ) 

But if, to fave Co quick a Flight, you fay 

The evei-rolMiig Oib's impulfive Kay 

On the next Threads and Filaments does beax 

Which form the fpiingy Texture of the Ait, 

That thofe ftill ftiike the next, till to the Sight 

The quick Vibration propagates the Light : 

'Tis ftill as hard, if we this Scheme believe. 

The Caufe of Light's fwift Fiogiefs to conceiye. 

With Thought from Pcepoilcinon fiee, lefleft 
On Solax Kays, as they the Sight tefpe^ 
The Beams of Light had been in vain difplay'd. 
Had not the Eye been fit fot ViOon made : 
b vain the Authoz had the Eye piepai*d 
With fo much Skill, had not the Light appcax*d. 

The old and new Aftronomecs in vain 

Attempt the Heav'nly Motions to explain. 

liift Ptohmy his Scheme Celeftial wtought, 

And of Machines a wild Ftovifion btoiight, 

V z Otb» 
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Oibs Cnurie and Eccttarie he piepates, 
Ov/«i and Efisy^th ^o]id Spheres 
In prdei plac'd* and with biight Globes inlaid^ 
^o folve the Touxs by Heav'nly Bodies made^ 
But fo petpleit. To intiicate a Fcame, 
The lattet Ages with deiifion |ianie. 
The Comets, which at Seafoms downwaxd ten4 
Then with.theiz flaming Equipage jafcend.; 
Ven»99 whicji vi the Puxliens of the Sua* 
Does now above him* now beneath .lum runs 
The ancient Stiufttue ^#^c Heav'ns fubrertt 
Kee£*d with yaft LabofttTttut withUttk Att. 

Copernicut^ who lightly did condemn 
The eldeft Syfteni) fbim*d .a wifei Scheme ; 
In which. he leaves-the &)9:at Re^ and xolls 
The Oib Tericftiial on its piopei Poles s 
Which makes the Night and Day by this Caceei 
And by its flow and cxooked Couife th6 Tear. 
The famous DsHti who oft the Modern guides. 
To Earth and Sna their Provinces divides : 
The Earth's Routipn -maizes the Nigiht tAd Daj 
The Si^ xevolcving thro' th'Ecdyptic Way 
"Efk&s the various Seafons of the Year, 
Which in their Turn for happy Ends appear. 
This Scheme or that, which pleafes beft, embrace 
Scfll we the Fountain of their Motion trace. 

Kstk 
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Kj^lir affcits thcfe Wonders may be done 
By the Magnetic Viituc of the Sun, 
Which he, to gain his End, thinks fit to place 
Fwll in the Center of tljat mighty Space, 
Which does the Spheres, where Planets roll, in- 

clude> 
And leaves him with Attiaftive Force cndu'd. 
The Sun, thus feated, by Mechanic Laws, 
The Earth, and cvciy diltaut flanct draws s 
Sy which Attra&ion all the Planets found 
Within his icacb, are turn'd in Ethtr round. 

If all thefe rolling Orbs the Sun obey. 
Who holds his Empire by Magnetic Sway i 
Since all are guided with an equal Foxce, 
Why are they fo unequal in their Courfe^ 
Saturn in thirty Tears his King compleats> 
Which fwiftcr Jufiter in Twelve repeats. 
^4Ars three and twenty Montl]s revolving fpends; 
The Earth in twelve her Annual Journey ends. 
VenHtj thy Race in twice' four Months is run , 
For his Mercurim three demands ; the Mo6n 
Her Revolution finiihes in one. 
If all at onco are movM, and by one Spring, 
.Why fo unequal is their Annual Ring? ^ 

If fome, you fay, preft with a pondrous load 
Cf Gravity, move flower in their Road, 

D 3 Secaufe, 
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Becaufe, with Weight encumbexM and oppreft, ' 

Tbefe AuggiA Oibs th' Attraaire Stin lefift^ 

Till you can Weight and GxaTitj ezplaia» 

Thofe Words ace infignificant and Tain* 

if Flanetaty Otbs the Sun obey» 

Why ftould the Moon difovm bis $o?*xaigi| Arty I 

Why in a whitliiig Eddy of her own 

Atound the Globe Tertdftual ihould Aenm} - 

This Difobedience of the Moon will |«toTe ' 

The Sun's bright Otb does not theFi|MU iiio?e» -^ 

■ - V T» J , . • 

Philofophers may fpaie theii ToitT ui #iliii 
They form new Schemes, and tack thqj^tbou^- 

ful Brain 
The Caufe of Heavenly Motions to cxpltb: 
Aftet their various unfuccefsfnl Ways, 
Their finiirkls Labonis and inept Eiayib 
Ko CkxA of thofe- Appeaxances they'll fiiib \ 

But Pow*! exerted byW Eternal Mind $ * 
Which thto' their Kbi£' the Orbs CeletealMMJI^ j 
And This or That detetmln'd iifotion ^?cfc '^ 
The Mind Supteam does all the World cootMli^ 
Which by his Order This and That Way to^' 
Itom him they take a Delegated Force> ^jl 
And by his high Command maintain theit CSUL 
By Laws decreed e'er fleeting Time begtm> /^| 
111 thcix fin Lifflics they theis Stages nm. *' -^^ 
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But if the Earth, and each Erratic World, 
Around the Sun their proper Center whirl'd, 
Compofe but one extended vaft Machine, 
And from one Spring their Motions all begin ; 
Does not fo Wide, fo Intricate a Frame, 
Yet fo Harmonious, Sov'iagin Art proclaim? 
Is it a Proof of Judgment to invent 
A Work of Spheres inroly'd, which lepiefc^iit 
The Situation of the Orbs abo?e> 
Their Size and Numbexihow, and how they movey 
And do not in the Orbs themfelves appear 
As great Contrivance, and DcOgn as cleac? 

This wide Machine the Univcrfe regard. 
With how much Skill is each Apartment reax*d? 
The S in, a Globe of Fire, a •glowing Mafs, 
Hotter than melting Flint, or fluid Glafs, 
Of this out Syftem holds the middle Plage. 
MercMfiHs neareft to the Central Sun, 
Does in an Oral Orbit circling ran : 
But rarely is the Objeft of oux Sight, 
In Solar Glory funk and mere pxevailii\g Light. 
Venm the next, whofe lovely Beams adorn 
As well the Dewy Eve, as opening Morn, 
Does her JBaii Orb in beauteous Order turn. 
The Globe Tericftial next, with flanting Poles, 
And all its pond'ious Load, nnweaxicd xowls. 
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Then we behold bnght Planetuy Jeve 
Sublime in Aix thxo* his wide PcoFince move} 
Fonx Second Planets his Dominion ewn> 
And round him tnxn, as ronnd the Eakth the Koott* 
Sdturn leyolfing in the higheft S^ere» 
With lingting Labour finiihes lus Tear. 



Tet is this might7 Sjftem, which contaiiu 
So many Woilds, fuch vaft Ethexial Plains*. 
But one of Tboufands, which comfofe the Whole* 
Perhaps as Glorious, and of Worlds as fiilL 
The Stars, which grace the high Ezpai^on, brisht 
By tlieir own Beams, and unptecaridin Ught, 
Tho' feme near Neighbours feem, andibme dUplijf 
Vnited Luftre in the Milky Way» 
At a vaft Diftance from each other lye* 
Severed by fpacious Voids of liquid Sky. 
All thefe Ulufixious Worlds, and many more* 
.Which by the Tube Afironomers explore s 
And Millions which the Glafs can fie'er deioy 
Loft in the Wilds of vaft Immeniity, 
Are Suns, ate Centers, whofe fupenor Sirty 
Planets of Tarious Magnitude obey. 

If we with one clear, comprehenfive Sight 
Saw all thefe Syftems,^ all thefe Orbs of Ligl|ft| 
if we their Otder and Dependence knew, _ 

Had all chcix Motions and thcii £ndi in vJew^v 

wtei 
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With all the Comets, which in Ether ftiay, 
Tct conftant to theix Time, and to their Way j 
Which Planets fecm, tho' raiely they appear, 
Rarely approach the radiant Sun fo near. 
That his fair Beams their Atmofphere pervade. 
Whence their bright Hair and flaming Trains arc 

made. 
Would not this View convincing Marks impart 
Of perfc^ Prudence, and ftupendous Art ? 

The Mafteis formed in }iewton's famous School> 
Who do's the Chief in modern Science rule, 
£ie^ their Schemes by Mathematick Laws, 
And folve Appearances with juft Applaufe; 
The^e, who have Nature's Steps with C«repurfu*d» 
That Matter is with adive Force endu'd^ 
That all its Parts Magnetic Pow'r exert. 
And to each other gravitate, aiTert. 
While by this Pow'r they on each other a£J:, 
They are at once attracted, and attrad. 
Lcfs bulky Matter therefore muft obey 
More bulky Matter's more engaging Swayj 
By this the Fabrickthcy together hold. 
By this the Courfc of Hjeay'nly Ocbs unfold^ 
Tet tkefe Sagacious Son$ of Science own. 
Attradtivc Virtue is a Thing unknown. 
This wondrous Pow'r they pioufly aflcrt, 

Th' Almigh|:7 Author did at BjJlt Impaxt . 
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To Matter in Degrees, that might produce 
The Motions he defign'd fox Nature's Ufe. 

But leaft we ihould not here due KeT'rencc pay 
To learned Eficurus, fee fhe Way 
B J which this Reas'ner, of fuch high B.enown, 
Moves thro* th* tccJyptic Road the rolling Sun. • 
Oppreft with Thirft and Heat, to adveife Seats 
By Turns, fays he, the painting Sun retreats 
To uiike his Drought, his Vigour to repair 
In Snowy Climes, and frozen Fields of Air i 
Where the bright Glutton revels without reft 
On his Cool Banquet, and' Aerial Feaft: 
Still to and fro he does his Li^ht convey, ^ ' 
Thro* the fame Track, the fame unalter'd Way, > 
On Luxury intent, and eager of his Prey. -■J' 

But if the Sun is back and forward xoird> 
To w^zt his thirfty Orb with* Polar Coldy 
Say, is it not, good Eficurutt firange 
He Aould not once beyond the Tropic range. 
Where he, to quench hisDroughtfomochu^cUu^d* 
May fnowy Fields, and nitrous Failures £iid> 
Meet ftorcs of Cold fo greedily purfu'd. 
And be refreih*d with never-wafting Food ^ 

Sometimes this wondrous Man is pleas'd to fay 
This Way aad That ftxojig Bkfts the Sim coAvey: 
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A Noithexn Wind his Oxb with Vigouz diives. 
Till at the Southern Tropic it arrives s 
Then wanting Breath, and with his Toil oppreft* 
He drops bis Wings, and leaves the Air at reft : 
Freih Gufts now fpringing from the Southern Pole» 
AlTault him there> and make him backward toll. 
Thus Gales alternate thro' the Zodiack blow 
The failing Orb, and waft him to and £io i 
While Epiatrut^ bleft with Thought refin'd> 
Makes the vaft Globe the Paftime of the WJuid* 

Were it not idle Labour to confute 
Notions fo wild, unworthy of Difpute i 
I'd of the Learned Epicmnts ask, 
if this were for the Winds a proper Task? 
llluftrious Sage, inform th' Enquirer why 
Stin from one ftated Point of all the Sky 
The fickle Meteor ihould the Sun convey, 
Thro* the fame Stages of bis Spiral Way? 
Why in one Path, why with fuch equal Pace, 
That he ihould never mifs in all his Race* 
Of Time one Minute, or one Inch of Space? 

Remark the Air*s tranfparem Element, 
Its curious Strudure, and its vaft Extent : 
Its wondrous Web proclaims the Loom Divine, 
Ita Thxcads> the Hand that drew them out fo fine. 

This 
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This thin Contexture makes its' Bofom fit> 
Celeftial Heat and Luftie to tranfmit 3 
By which of Foreign Orbs the Rickes floW) 
On this dependent, needy Bali below. 

Obferve its Farts link'd in fuck artful fort. 
All are at once Supported, and Support. 
The Column pois'd fits hov'ring on oui Heads, 
And a foft Burden on our Shoulders fpreads.. 
So the Side- Arches all the Weight fuftain. 
We find no Prefifure, and we feel no Pain. 
Still are the fubtle Strings in Tenfion found* 
Like thofe of Lutes to jufl Proportion wound* 
"Which of the Air's Vibration is the Source, 
When it receives the Strokes of foreign force. 

Let curious Minds, who would the Ail InfpeAy 
On its Elaftic Energy refleftj 
The feciet Force thro' all the Frame difius*d, 
. By whic:i its Strings are from Compxeflxon loos*d« 
The fpungy Parts, now to a ftraighter Seat 
Are forcM by Cold, and widenM now by Heat. 
By Turns they all extend, by Turns xetice. 
As Natuie*s various Services require. 
They now expand to fill an empty Sp ace> 
Kow ihiink to kc a pondxous Body pafs, 
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If raging Winds invade the Atraofphcrc, 
Their Force its curious Texture cannot tear. 
Make no Difruption in the Threads of Air 5 
Oi if it do*s, thofe Parts thcmfelves rcftorc, 
Heal their own Wounds, and their own Breaches 
cure. 

Hence the Melodious Tenants of the Sky, 
Which haunt Inferior Seats, or foar on high« 
With Eafe thro' all the Fluid Region Uray, 
And thro' the wide Expanfion wing their Way : 
Whofe open Meflics let Terreftrial Steams 
J^afs thro% cntic*d away by folar Beams; 
And thus a Road reciprocal difplay 
To Kiting Vapours, and defcending Pay. 

Of Heat and Light, what cver-durin^ Stores> 
Brought from the Sun's exhauftlcA golden Shores^, 
Thro' Gulphs immenfe of intervening Air, 
Enrich the Earth, and every Lofs repair! 
The Land, its gainful Trafiick to maintain, 
Sends out ciude Vapours, in exchange for Rain* 
The flowry Garden and the verdant Mead 
Waim'd by the Rays, their Exhalations ipread] 
In Show'rs and balmy. Dews to be repaid, 
The Streams, their Baoks ferfaken, upward mov.e> 
And £ow again ia wandxing Clouds above. , 

• Theft 
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Thefe Regions Natiiic'i MagaiUies ou high 
Willi alt ihe Sioics demanded theie Aipply, 
Tticii diScKiit Sucami the Aii'i wide Bofora lil]. 
Moid fcoin ihc Flood, dry fiom the barren Hill: 
MatEiials into Mcteots lo be wiaiight, 
Which back 10 thereTcireHiialSeiitsaicblaiight 
B)' Maluic Ihap'd to various liguiei, thofe 
The Iruiiful Rain, and iheic the Hali compofe 
The Snowy Fleece and curious Ftoftwork ; thefc 
Produce ilie Dewi and cliofe the gentle Bicczc. 
Some from fierce Winds, which o'ei the Uouo- 

And beat with vig'toui wingj the Valley's Facei 
ride Lake, and barren Dcfxtc blow, 
I's burning Sand, and ScflhWi Snowj 
Shake the high Cedar, ihio' the Fotcit Tweep, 
Asd with their fuiloui Bmtli fertncnt the Owg. 

This thin, this Taft Cooteziure of the AIi , ' 
^Shmntbe wile Author's Piovtdeniial Care, 
Who did the wond'tous Stiu3ute fa coatiiTc, 
That it might Life to Breathing Creatures ^re; 
Might teinTpiie, and make the ciicliog Mift 
Thro' all its winding Channels lit to pals. 
Had not die Maker wtought the fpringy frame 
Such as ic ii, t»faa the Vital flaioe. 
The Blood, dcttaudcd of its Nirtous Food, 
Had cDol'd, aad languiili'd in tb' Atteiiat Road : 
While 
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while the tir'd Hear c had ftiovc with fiuitlcfs Pain 
To puih the lazy Tide along the Vein. 

Of what impoitant Ufe to humane Kind> 
To what gieat Ends fubfeivlent is the Wind^ 
Behold, wheie-e'ei this adive Vapoux flies. 
It drives the Clouds> and agitates the Skies*. 
This from Stagnation, and Corruption faves 
Th' Aerial Ocean's ever-rolling Waves. 
This Animals, tofuccouc Liie, demand: 
Fox ihould the Aix unventilated ft and. 
The Idle Deep corrupted would contain 
Blue Deaths, and fecret flares of raging Pain. 
The fcorching Sun would witli a fatal Beam 
Make all the Void with Births malignant team, 
Engender Jaundice, fpotted Torments breed. 
And purple Plagues, from Feftilential Seedl 
Exhaling Vapours would be turn'd to Swarms 
Of noxious Infeds, and deftruflive Woxms, 
More than were rais'd to fcourge Tyrannic Luft, 
By Mofts* Rod, from animated Dufl. 

Another Bleffing, which the breathing Wind 
Benevolent conveys to humane Kind 
Is, that it cools and qualifies the Air, 
AJid with foft Breezes does the Regions cheer, 
On which the Sun o*er friendly does difplay 
Utat too pieyailiiig> and xedundant Pay, 
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Ye fwaxthy Nations of the Toriid Zone> 
How well to you is this great Bounty known? 
As fiequent Gales from the wide Ocean xife 
To fan your Air, and moderate your Skies, 
So conftant Winds, as well as Rivers, flow 
From your high Hills enrich'd with ftores of Snov, 
For this great End thefe Hills xife more fublime 
Than thofe ere£fced in a temp'rate Clime. 
Had not the Author this Provifion made» 
By which your Air is cool'd, youi Sun allty*d> 
Peftioy'd by too intenfe a Flame, the Land 
Had lain a parch'd inhofpitable Sand. 
Thefe DiftriiSls, which between the Tropicks lief 
Which fcorching Beams diredly darted fry. 
Were thought an uninhabitable Seat, 
Burnt by the Neigh'ring Orb*s Immoderate Hcmts 
But the frelh Breeze, that from the Ocean blows, 
From the wide Lake, or from the Mountain Snows, 
So fooths the Air, and mitigates the Sua* 
So cures the Regions of the Sultry Zone, 
That oft with Nature's Bleffings they abound, 
frequent in People, and with Plenty crowli'd. 

' As A&ive Winds relieve the Air and Land, 
The Seas no lefs their ufefiil Blafts demand. 
Without this Aid the Ship would ne'er advance 
Along the Deep, and o'er the Billow dance. 
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But lye a lazy and a ufelefs Load> 

The FoieA*s wafted Spoils, the Lumber of the 

Flood. 
Let but the Wind with an aufpicious Gale 
To fliove the VelTel fill the fpreading Sail, 
And fet, with fwelling Canvafs wingM, ihc flies. 
And with hex waving Streamers fweeps the Skies \ 
Th* adventurous Merchant thus purfucs his Way 
Or to the Rife, or to the Fall of Day : 
Thus mutual Trafiick fever'd Realms maintain. 
And Manufadures change to mutual Gain ; 
Each others Growth and Arts they fell and buy, 
Eafe their Redundance, and their Wants fupply. 

Ye Brifns, who the Fruit of Commerce find, 
How is your Iflc a Debtor to the Wind, 
Whicii thither wafts jfrabia's fragrant Spoils, 
Gemms, Pearls and Spices from the Indian Ifle% 
From Per/ia Silks, Wines from Iberia*s Shore, 
Peruvian Drugs, and Guinta's Golden Oai^ 
Delights and Wealth to fair jfugufla flow 
From ev'ry Region whence the Winds can blow^ 

See, how the Vapouif Congregated reer 
Their gloomy Columns, and obfcure the Aix t 
Forgetful of their Gravity they rife, 
denounce the Center, and ufuxp the Skies, 

Whexc» 
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where, formM to Clouds they their back Lines 

d fplay, 
And take their Airy March, as Winds convey. 
Sublime in Air wliilc they their Courfe purfue. 
They fiom their Tabic Fleeces ihake the Dew 
On t e parcht Monntain, and with Genial Kaia 
Renew the Forcft, and rcfrefli t' e Plain. 
They fhed their healing Juices on the Ground^ 
Cement the CiJjk, and clofe the griping Wound* 
Did not th^ Vapours, by th; Solar i.eat 
Thinn'd and exliaVd, rife to their airy Seat, 
Or not in watry Clouds collected ily. 
Then form'd to ponderous Drops d«il:rt the Skyi 
The Fields would no Recuits of Moifture find. 
But by t!.e Sun-beams dry'd, and by the VViudf 
Would never Plant, or Flower, or Fruit produce. 
Or for the Bcaft, or for his Mailer's Ufc. 

But in the fpacious Cliniates, 'vhich the Rain 
Does never blefs, fi:ch is th' E^yptUn Plain, 
With how mucii Ait is that Defca fupply'di 
See, how fome noble River's fwelling Tide 
Augmented by t^e Mountain's melting Snows> 
Breaks from its Banks, and o*er the Region flows! 
Kence fruitful Crops, and flow'ry Wealth enfue,> 
And to the Swain fuch mighty Gains accrue, S 
He ne'er reproaches Heav'n fox want of Dew. j 



See, 
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Sec, and revere th* Artillery of Hcav'n, 
Drawn by the Gale, oi by the Tempeft diiv'n I 
A dreadful Fire the floating Batt'ries make, 
O'ertuin the Mountain, and the Foreft ibake. 
This Way and That they drive the Atmofphciey 
And its wide Boi)fii from Corruption clear. 
While their bright rlwne confumes the Sulphnx 

Trains, 
And noxious Vapours, which infe(% our Veins. 
Thus they refine the vital Element, 
Secure oux Heaith* and growing Plagues prevent. 

Tour Contemplation farther yet purfue i 
The wondroL's World of Vegetables view ! 
Obfervc the Foreft Oak, the Mouurain Pine> 
Trhe to *riiig Cedar, and the humble Vine, 
The beudiijg wiilow, that o'erHiadrs the Flood, 
And each fpontaueoos Of;j»pring of t.ie Wood ? 
The Oak and Pine, wl'ica lug;* from Hart<'i arifc» 
And wave their lofty Heads arridft the Skies, 
Their Parent banh in like pioi^oitiou wound. 
And thro' crude Metals penetrate the Grounds 
Their ftroog and ample Koots defcciid fo deep* 
That fixt and firm they may their Statioii i-cep> 
And the fierce ihocks of fiurious >' inds dclic, 
With all the Outrage of inclemenc Sky. 
But the bafe Brier and the noble Vine 
Theix Aims axonndtUeix ftxongex Neighbour twine. 
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The creeping Ivy, to prevent its Fall, 
Clings with its fib'rous Grapples to the Wall. 
Thus arc the Trees of cv'ry Kind fecute. 
Or by their owm, or by a borrowM Pow'r. 
fiut ev*iy Tree from ail its branching Roots 
Amidft the Glebe fmall hollow Fibres Ihoots 5 
Which drink with thirfty Mouths the vital Joice, 
And to the Limbs and Leaves their Food difiuTci 
Peculiar Pores peculiar Juice receive. 
To This deny, to That Admittance give. 

Hence various Trees thcii various Fruits pro- 
duce, 
Some for delightful Tafte, and fomc for Ufe. 
Hence fprouting Plants enrich the Plain and Wood 
For Phylick fome, and fome dcfign'd for Food. 
Hence fragrant Flow'rs with difiF'rent Colours dy\ 
On fmiling Meads unfold their gaudy Pxide. 

Review thefe num'rous Scenes, at once furvey 
Nature's extended Face, then, Scepticks, fay. 
In this wide Field of Wonders can you j&nd 
No Alt difcovci'd, aad no End deiign'd^ 
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The A R G U M E N t. 

Sie ItitroduSion, Ufeful Knowledge firji 

purfud by Man. jigriculture. Archite- 

Sure. Sculpture. Painting. Mufich 

The Grecian Phihfophers firfi engaged 

in Vfelefs Speculations. The Abfurdi^ 

ty of afferting the Self-exiflent^ Inde- 

pendent and Eternal Being of Atomes 

according to the Scheme (f Epicurus. 

jinfwer to the Obje^ions •/ Atheifts 

to the Scheme of Creation ajferted im 

the two former Books , The Objections 

brought by LucredUS againfi Creation 

from the necejfity of Pre-exijlent Mat^ 

^' ter 
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The Argoment. Book I 
Urfor the Farmation of all Kiifdi . 
Beiigi; fmm the freleitded mfar^tU^^ 
Contrivanee oflbelforU ; from ThuriUy \ 
Briers and noxious IVeeds; frtm Sa- 
vage Beajis, Stormsy Thunder, Dif- 
eajes; from the painful Birth and the 
port Life of Man; fi^om the Inejua/ity i 
efffeat and Cold in dijfurent CUmatei, ^ 
aapwer^d. The Objeflioni of the Pyt- j 
rhonians or Seepticks anfwer'd. A \ 
Reply to thofe who affert allThiifgsowe '. 
their Being and their Mnlioms to Na- 
ture. Their different and fenfelefs m- 
eount of that ifurd- Aifre apparent 
and eminent SHU andlf'ifdam exprefs'd 
in the IVorks of Nature ihan ih tboft 
of human Art. The Vnreafonableaeft \f 
denying Skill andDefign in the AHtb», , 
efthoft W<rh. Vaninus, Hobte «|j|j 
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E ^^ Whofc Clii«fi imaginMHealmsof 

pSl lSPw Wlih iiUe Toil foim vifiouaiy 

wage cicinal »'i[ foi [ival Pieans: 
Mu of Good, Man difiegaEdcd Fame, 
Ufrful Knowledge wai hii sldeft Aim : 
^ MetaphyCe wild* he nevet flew, T 

the daik Haunts of School Chimtr^i knew,> 
iad alone his Hap^ncfi in View. j 

: inilk'd ihE lowing Heid, he pidi'd th< 

CbeeTc, 

ed the Flock, and fpiui the WO0U7 Fleece. 

Fuu the Beei delicious Dew» he lay'd. - 

ife kindling Wax invented Day difpUy'di 

fled theii lion Entialls fiom the Hills, 

n with the Spoil* his Elowios foiges fills; 

AaA 
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Alii ihap^d with Tig'xous Stiokes the xoddj Bar - 
To Rjnc^i Anns, vastuScum yet of Wat 
He made the Ploafhiliase in the FooMr fliiii^ 
Asuiieaca*dto Tow htsBxead, and plant his WmeS; 
Now verdant Food adon^d the Gaiden 9edfc, . 
And fiuitfiil Trees ihot op their blanching Heads i ^ 
Rich Balm from GcoTes, and Hecbf fiom giaflf ; 

Plains '. ' ■".' . i^ 

His Feavex iboth'd, or heal'd lus wonndedYclflf jj 



Oui Fathers next, in Aichitednre ddHl'd* |{ 

Cities fox Ufe, and Foits fox Safety boilds ;j| 

Then Palaces and lofty Domes arofe, ' \ 

Thefe for Devotion, and fox iPleafuxc Thofe. ■'] 

Theic Thoughts were next to axtfiil Scolpcnxe tuxn'd; ■ . , 

Which npw the Palace» now the Dome adoxa'd. * *' 

'^- The Pencil then did giowing Fame acqnixe* ' 

« Then was the Tiumpet heard, and tuneftfl Lyxe, 

One did the Xiiumpb iing, and one the Wax 

infpire. 

» 

Greece did at length a learned Race piodu€e»^ 
Who needful Science mock*d> and'Axts of UfCi' * 
ConfumM tbeii fxuitleis Houxs in eager Chace '. 
Of aii^. Kpfionj* thro' the bouadlefs Space 
Of Speculation, and the daxkfome Void, 
Where wrangling Wit»> in cndlcfs Strife employ'd. 



Man^ 
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Li««lr;«i4 with idle Stibtilties cnbroil* 
MmA fii^«Q%ifrfte«P* with ILoiiujitick Toil : 
nMk with the Pride of dogmatizing Schools 
K^e^d on Natuxe aibitiary KuJess 
lIOBc'd hex theix vain Inveiitions to obey, 
wAmi more as Learned Frenzy trac'd the Way. 
ptihoTe the Clouds while they prefum'd to foai* 
HBrtxacklefs Heights ambitious to explore* 
thd beapa of nndigefted Volames wxit» 
InhfiTe Notions. of Fhanraftic Wit» 
IpD kmg they Natoie featch^d and matkM het Laws, 
Rhey loft the Jbiowledge of th' Almighty Caufe. 

E- Th* enoneous Dilates of each GrtciMn Sase 
Ekcaoniic'd the Doftrines of the eideft Age: 
I Ttt Tbefe tbeii matchlefs Science did ptoclaimy '^^ 

L Vfiop Diftin^on, and appropriate Fame. ^ 

I i 

I But tho' their Schools producM no nobler Fruit 
I Than empty Schemes, and Triumphs of Difpute : 
I The Notions which arife from Nature's Light jr 
As well adorn the Mind> as guide het right, > 
Enlarge h^t Compafs, and improve her Sight, j 
Thefe n^er the Breaft with vain Ambition iire, 
Bnt baniih Fride, and modefl Thoughts infplie. 
By her inform'd we blcft Religion learn, 
Its glorious Obje& by her Aid difccm. 
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Cannot oux Thought conceive one Acoine ItCsi 
^ Cafi'^oV'Oricisn Sages miift eoid«fr 
Hut Matter, whkh joa Indepen^t name, 
'Cannot a Being IfftceiTarf claim: ^ 

.Foi wbat has Beiqf ifom Neceffitf, 
^It is laapoffible it fliould not Be. 

Vf'hf hat aa Atome thil one flace ftMt 
Of all the e^itpcy Void, and sot the*«dbt 
If by its Nanuc's ^ice 'tit pielent hate, • (% 
By the fame Foioe it muft%a e?*iy whnffi «^ 
Can Beings be confined, which Neceflt^r-iiel \ 
If a fiift Body ^i«y to any -^lace '^ - ..^ 
Be not dcteottift'dfi' JA -the boandleit Space* 
"'TIS plain, it then may abfent be fzom alls 
Who then wiU thif f^lf-e»Aeiice cflill 
As Time do«i i^ ^tsm^y ngaxd. 
So Place ta with lgfinit^id»*<pmp«i*d i * 

A Being then, wWcUtteftc *di4 commeMe* 
Muft, as Eternal, likewife be ImiOBttre. 
What Gaufe within, or what withoiit is ioaidp^' 
That can a Being.UnaKeatcd bound? 
Kone that's Internal, for it has no Cattle ; ' 
Nor can it be cootioiird by FoflBign 'LMrib 
For then it clearly would degendeat be 
On Force fopetior, which will nc*ez agset 
.^With Sdf^BiAnKit, asdNecclfity. 

£t AbTittdly 



■f ''"* !^ , .T-Vxo vainly ^^^^'V- i^fiaiic. 
^ow let us, ^^ge dcif »» 

Hetds ftom the nu 
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ii' elated Baidhere v/ich a Conqu'ror's Aii 
idainful fmiles, and bids his Foes 4|B^^- 
t, Caths, now you ufe Poetic Charmt, 
id not aifail lis with the Reas*nec*s Aims, 
here all is clear you fancy'd Doubts remove. 
And wbat> we grant with £afe* with Labour prove. 
What you iliould prove, but cannot, yo^ttikciiney 
But chufe a Thing you can, and^ theie ytyt $uiie. 

Tell us, famM T{9m4n, was it e*er denj'd. 
That Seeds for fuch Produdions are fapply'dl 
That Nature always muft Materials find 
For Beads and Trees, to propagtte their Kind I 
All Generation the rude Feafant knows 
A pxe-exiftent Matter muft fuppofe. 
But what to Nature firft her Being gave? 
Tell whence youi Atomes their Exiftenccbave} 
We ask you whence the Seeds Conftitucnt %cing 
Of ev'ry Plant, and cv'xy Living Thing, - . 
Whence ev'ry CreatDic ihould laodoce its £iAd» 
And to its proper Species be confin'd} 
To anfwer this> iMcntms^ will require 

More than fweet Numbers and Boetic fire. 

"i 

Bat fee, how well thc^oet will fiippott 
His Caniei if we the Argument retort. 
If Chance alone could manage, fort> dividey 
Aad> Beings t9 pxoduce, youx Atomes guides « 

£ r If 
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If caTual Concciure did ihe U'oild ccmpofe. 
And Thingt fiom Hits Foituilous uofe. 
Then any Thing might come from any Thill|, 
Eoc \\ov fioni Chauca aa coa&iax Oldei fpi'iiiB^ 
The Foceft Oakttiglic bui the Uulhiiig B-qCci 
Aad fiagiaac liimlcs [hrivc ioliuJiM Snows, 
The fi.it Fomgianaic niiglt[ adom the Fine, 
The Grape (he EiaiubJe, snd the '<loe the Vise. 
Filh fiom the Plains, £iiiU from tite Floodl 

light Rjfe, 
And lowing Heids bicak fiom the-Siact; Sldefc ,, 



Sdi, fee, [he Chief does keenei weapon* 
JUTOncei boldi and tliui the Flgbt uaewi. 



" If I wete doiAiCiil of the Source md Spdiif 
' Whcnee Ihings iiSc, 1 fion tlie Skies cOuMt 

" bring, 
' And ev'iy Fan of Natuic, Fioofi to (how 
'The WoiU 10 Ciods esnnot itj Being owe,: 
' So full of f aulli ii all th' unaiiful Fiame :. 
' Fiift we the Ail s unpeopUd Defatt blame, 
< Biitte Be4lb poflcfi llie Hill, and Had; Woodi. 

■ Much do the Lakes but moic the Ocean's Flood. 
' (whichfevetsRcalmj, and Shores dividediiTCii). 
' Tike fiom the Land by Intetpoling WaTcs. 

■ One thitd by freezing Cold and buinini Ueit 
" Lyeg a defomi'di inhofpitable Seat : 
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«* The reft, uftlaboui'd, would by Nature brcqd. 
*' Wild Brambles only* and the noxious Weed : . 
f* Did not InduftriQiis Man» witJi endlefs Toil, . 
'^•Extort his Food from the relu£tan|. Soil* 
^ Did not t& Faimex^f Steel th«j?nrrow wound* 
« And Hanows teat the Harvcii nifinthe Gtound* 
** 7 he Earth wQuld no ipontaneous Ffuits a£f9c4 
«< To Man, hex vain imaginary Lord. 
** Oft when t^e labouring Hind has plough*d.tha 

« Field, 
^ And forc'd the Glebe unwiUingly to fields. 
<* Whjcn Green and Flowxx Nature crow as hi% 

« Hope 
•* With the gay Fromife of a plenteous- Crop, . 
** The Fxiiiu.(fad Huin !} periik on the Groundt 
*< Burnt by the $uo, or by the Dduge drown*d-$ 
** Or foon decay by Snows immod'rate chiU'd, 
«< By Winds are.blgftedi oi by Lightning kill*d* 
«< Nature befides, the Savage Beaft fuftain^ 
« Breeds in the Hill;ithe Tenor of the. fltuii., 
«* To Man a £ital Race* could..th4« be (b. 
** Did gracious Qpd^ diipole of Things below 2 . 

** Their piopex Flagues with annual -Seafont 
" cQme» 
«' And Deaths untimely blaft us ia thc.lilofiiit 
** Man at his Birth, unhappy Son of Gzief ! 
<< Is helpklii ^aft'On .the wild Guoafts.of Lii^.,.»«. 

E 4 •^X» 
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•• Jnwiuii •fall Things, whence oui Corafotci flon, 
" A f»d sod moving Spefljcle of Woe. 
■• infonls ia ill-piefsguig Ccfcs camptain, 
■' Al coiifciolu of 1 coming Life of Fain. 

•■ All Things mGUi lime to Seiili kind Kanue 

*' Fccvenis tlieii Suff'iingi, and fupplLcs thcii 

" Eioughi fonh wiib Eafc, ihey £iow, and(kip> 

" and feed. 
" No dandling Nuife, oi [ingling Gugaw ncedi 
" tnCavcsthcylgikiOio'eclhe Mountains rangCi 
" Noi evcithto' the YeiitheirGaiment change; 
*' Unveift in Arms and ignorant of Wac, 
" They need do Forts, and no InvafioD fear. 
" Whaic'ei thej warn, fiom Natuic'i hand thcf 



'■ gain. 
" The Life Ihc garc Oie watches t< 



Thus impotent in Senfe, tho' fttong in &agc. 
The dating %imtm docs the Gods engage. 
But undifmay'd we face ih' Intrepid Foe, 
Sultain ItU OnCct, and thus wajd the Blow. 

Suppofe DefeSi in this TeticftiJal Scat, 
-That HJture is not, as you utge, Compleat: ' 
inc and Wife Anifieet 
It gceaiei Wondcii of bit An coofei i 
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And might with Eafe on Man, and Man's Abode> 

More Sounty, more Feife£lion have bcftow'd. 

If in this lowet Woild he has not ihown 

His otmoft Skill, fay, has he theiefoie none! 

We in Piodudions Arbitrary fee 

Marks of Perfection difiFerent in degree. 

Tho' Mafters now more Skill, now lefs impart, 

Tet are not all their Works, the Works of Art 2 

Do Poets ftill fublimer Subje^s ling. 

Still ftretch to Heav*n a bold afmring Wing, 

Nor e'er dcfcend to Plocks, and lab'riog Swalnc, 

Fr^uent the Floods, or range the bumble Plains? 

Bid, Grsil4H PhidUr^ all thy Pieces fhine 

With equal Beautfi? or, /fftlUty thine } ^ 

Or ^afhaets Pencil never chufe to falU 

Say, are his Works Thinsfigurations alU 

Did Suon4r§u never build, O ^»"> 

A meaner Struftuxe, than thy wondrous TMioift} 

Tho* in their Works ^lauded as their beft, 

Greater Defiffn and Genius are expreft. 
Yet is there none ackaow]edgM in the reft i 

In all the Parts orKatoxe^s fpacious Sphece 
Of Art ten thpufand Miracits appear : 
And will yMlibt tH^f Authot's Skill adbrc^ 
Becaufe you think he mif ht <tifcover moret 
You own a Watch th* Invention of the Mind» 
Tko* for a ilngle Motion 'tis deiigii'd> 

E 5 M 
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[ Thought, 
With v'liousSy lings, foi V 

An Indepcndenc, Wife anil Coafdous Caufe, 
Who jieeif ads bj Aibliiajy Liivi, 
Who M CDuoenion, and at Oidci aims, - 
Cieaiuies diAinguiih'd in FcifcSion fiamcs* 
VncoiifbtDus CauJcs only ftill impart 
Thcii utmoft SkiU, tltcii: utmolt Fow't exetd 
Thofc, wliicii cuifieci)' cbufc, dilcein, andltaow, 
la afiiog can dcgices of Vigour Ihow, 
Anil moic at Icfi of Act oi Caic beftow. 
If all Peifeflioo were in all Things. 1]io«n. 
All Beaucf, all Vftiieif wcie gooB. 




I 



A9 tilis iofuioi Habitable Scu 
By dilfcieni Facts \i made Qno Wbola CooapiMt*, 
So oiu low Waild iS onl) one of chofci 
Which the Capidous Univcile compofe. 
Kdw to tlie Univeifal Whole adveiti 
The Eatih repaid, as of ilut .Vliole'a Pact, 
In woich widtFutne moce noble Wocldsaboundi^ 
WiEaeTt, <re gloiious 0(bi. wiiich hang 
Tc jUnine Flaucii t|iuJa Etiir Qtay, 
And thou blight Loid.aud &ulec of the Day'. 
Wiiaef!, ye Stais, which bcauu'^e ihe -Skies, 
HowiHuchdoyoiuvifiCIobc«iDUeiEh[ ajidsh^ 

••*■ • ' 1^ ' V 
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In Beautj aAd.AMgoificfnoBto ou;go 
Out Ball of Eyitb, that hangs i^ Clouds below !^ 
Between yo(ix (Iblvcs top is Diftinftion founds 
Of diflF^ieot. tuiln with difficnt Gloiy ciowa^d. 
The People, which in youi blight Regions dwell>^ 
Muft this low Wodd's Inbabiiants excelL 
And lince to yaxieus Plan^ they agtee, 
They, from eac)r othet mu^ diftinguiiyd hci 
And own Fef foMDiia dilfl^ieot in De^^ic** 

When. we on fzuitMiNatsie't-.Caui. i^^B^^-. 
And her fijihatiftleCs .£nerg|r l€%ed, • , <-. 

That ftockvtfais Globe, whioh y&^lMetHUau^tsiXii 
The Woifld'ft coai£;,Dicigg9* frhidi to theBottonu 

faU, 
With miiB'soas. lUnds of Liht and boD«reoiis fill ji( ' 
With breathing. Guidtf the VaUies^ Floods aad-j 

Hills^ . f 

We may px^iuHWop each Orb iuftaiot a lUiiv 
Of Living Things adapted to the Place. 
Were the zeftlgent Patu and moft teBn*^ 
Only to £acvfr the dark aoA baftr defign^^ 
Were all theSbJI>>tliorB.lMJuwBousIlealiiifiof'^ 

Light, ' .-. ' * 
At diftant« QtiXf(\Maio^-XMF^9^ bf W^ 
And wMi^1iiiea:ti|iak&nf SHflfi caplcaic^onr^ 
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How cainy roil in EUnr, nhicb tbc E]>e 
Coutd nc'ei, 'till udcd by itie GliTa, defnr, 
And which EO Commctee with the ESfth roaint: 
Ak »11 [hare Glodous Empires made in Tiiu 

Now, ai I fiid, the Globe Tctic&iiAl view, 
Ai of the Whole i tut, a mean one too. 
Tto' 'ill not like th' Ethetial Wollds icfia'd, "'. 
let is it ju&> and Goilh'd iu its Kudi 
Has all SuieSaaa, which the Place demands, 
Wheie in Coheieace wiih the left it ftinds. 
VTcre la youi View the Uniseife difplay'd. 
And all the Scenes of t^ttuie open laid, '*, 
Co.ild you tlieic Place, Piepoicioa, Kaimony, ' 
Theit Beauty, Otdei and Dependence fee, 
Tou'd gtuti oiuGiobe had all iheMailu of Ait, 
All the Perfcaion due to fuch a Part, 
Tho' not with Luftte, or with Magnitude, 
Like the blight Stats, oi biigliici Sua cndu'd. 

Toil oft declaim on Man's unhappy Fate, 
Inruliiog oft demand in this Debate, 
If the kind Gods could {iicli a Wtelch cicua'^ 

lilt whence can this tTahappiuers itife; 
Toil fay, »s foon as Bom, he helplefs ilej. 
And moucns hitWou in Ul-picfaging Ciju, . 



1 



Book III. CREATION. 8f 

But does not Natore fot the Child pxcptie 
The Paienc's Love, the Nurfe^s tendes Caie s 
Who, of theix own forgotful, feek his Good, 
Enfold his Limbs in Bands, and £11 his Veins with 
Food 2 *> 

That Man is Frail and Mortal, is cenfcft$ 
Convulfions rack^s Nenres, ai(B Cares his Bzeaft. 
His a;iig Lil% ft c^as'd ^^av'ning Pains 
Thro' all its Doubles In the winding Veins. 
Within himfelf he fure De^ftioa breedib 
And fccret 1 orment in his Bowels feeds. 
By cruel Tyrants, bjf xhe ^ava^e Beaft^ 
Or hi» own fierces- Faffions he's oppreft : • 
Now breaths Malignant Airiir now Foifdi dtioks^ 
By gradual D«ath, ox by untimely, fiiikf. m- -m^ 

But the^e Objeftors maSt the Caufe opbxaid, 4.^ 

That has not Mortal Man Imnextal mtdiek ^ 

For if he once muft feel the fat^l Blow, 
Is it of great Importanee When, or How? ^ 
Should the LMcretiMt ling'zing Life maintaia 
Thro' num'xous Ages, ignorant of Pai% 
Still might the difcbntentcd Murm'zer ciy, 
Ah haplefs Fate of Maui idiWxiich dooaa^d cisce 
toDlf! 
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But oh 1 how (oan .wpuld jaa^. who thus c| 

And tvatuic's CauTe of Ciuelif airi.i|a, 
Bf Reifoa's Siaadxid ihU MUlake coaefi, 
Aad (cafe to mutinui^ did j'ou once ceScA, 
That Dcjth [cmo«S us oulj' from out Smi, . 
Doci aot eumguilh LUc, biu change its Stue. 
Then ace <tifi>la.r'ils oh taiiliing Siupiiie 1 
r~i.il ScEoes of Biifi, aod, rjlumph* is the Skiei { 
To which adnkittcd, each tiifaiot Uiiidi 
Sf Vmuf't yiial Eaeigy tcfiu'd, 
-Shines forth with mow than folat Gloiy bright. 
And cloallCl with ILobci ofB«aclfic Li|h[, 

Hours in tieav'nlj , Tianfforts aaU.cmpiO)', . 

|lg witb InunoiciL^loom fiom Uvi^gStieunt. 

VJoy. , 



Tou ask us, why t^e Soil the Thifllc breed* 
Why iu TponcaaBous fiiittis are Thoitis 

Weeds, 
Wfi; foi (he Huveftit the Harrow needii 



The Auihofinighraiiobler v'oi 
labiigliletDKls.ihe Hills and V: 
And ill its FaccioflouMj Scenes, dirgl ay' 
The Glebe untill'il might pleaieous Ci«pi 

Aai bioiight fonh fpicyGiovcj iofieadofTbi 
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•Rich Fruit and Floiveis without, the Gaxd'Acc's- 

Fains., 
Might ev'ry Hill have ciown'd, have houout'd alt. 

the Plains: 
This. Nature might have boafted, had the UinA^ 
Who fbrm'd the fpacious.Univerfe, defignM 
That iifesLn from Labour free» a^ well asXjiie^. 
Should pafs in li^y. Luxury his Life. 
Sut he bis,C£eattiie.]g;ave a fertile Soil* 
J?jertile, but not without the. Owner's Toil» 
That fome Jlewaj:d hi« Indaftrj ihould crown^^ - 
And that- hit Food^in part- might bodbtts/owiu 

But while infultiiig.you arraign the Laad> 
Ask, why it . wants the ^ou^« .4ic.LabHet's^Haa4 1 ^ 
j;;ind to. titje AfLaxblc &Acks, ypu ne'ex^oomplaial.- 
That they wirhQut the Sciilptor's, skill and Fain .. 
£lo petfedr-Stahie^ld,. no Bdjp T^rut, . 
Of finiib'd Column for-the Palace givc« . 
Tet if fh>m Hills oniaboar'd. Fig^uies came» 
Man might have Eafe enj5y*d, tho' never J[«mjp 

You niiajijthc- W^14 of more Defcfts upbxai*. 
That other"' Worjwi byt Naj^BXCf axc nnmadc,: 
That Wdj^^fK<,^t Hc'^ owH:Ejponcc. 
A Palace jxer^- and^ in Ma^;ni&ten(^ 
Out-iival.Ax!t> to grace theftately Rooms; : 
TbatHic no.Oaftlc-buUds, no lofty Domes. 
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H»dN»m(e'sHand thefc var 
Whit thoughtful Caie, w] 

fpai'd! 
But then no Realm would o 



us Woiks ptepiTdt 
t Liiboiii bid been 



u Maftei fhuu 
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With cquil 6.carQii too you might dcmaitdi 
Why Bouli and Ships icquiic the AitiU'i F^aad; 
. Why gcu'ious NJtuie did not there ptovide 
To pafs the ftindiug Lake, or Bowing Tide , 

You fay the Hills, which high in , 
Uacbouc in Clouds, and mingle with the S 
The £:iith's Difbonaur and encunibiing Load^T 
©f many fpacious ILegioiis Man" dciiaud, 
IbllBcitfts and Birds of Pre^ a defolare Abode.N 
n th'Objeaor no Convenicnci 
~ In Moulttlins, Hill) and B-ocks, «hich giid tsdC 

TbemigbtyFianiCilhat clfc would be disjoyu'd { . 
Op not tliofc Heaps the lagtng Tide lefliatiij J 
And foi the Dome afford the Marble Vein Fj 
Docs not tlie Rivet from tlie'Mountain 
And bring down Riches lo the Vale below i^ 
See, how ibc Tomnt rolls the Golden Sand 
^lom the high Ridges to the flattet Land. 
The lofty Lines abound with endlefs Store 
- Of Min'tai Tieafuie, and Mctallie Oat; 
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With precioui Veins of Silvei, Coppei, Tin, 
Wiiliout how baiicn, ya how rich uithia f 
TIic; beui ihe Fine, the Oak and Cedar yield 
To fom ihe r^ue, and the Navy build. 

When the Inclement Meteors you aecure. 
And ask if gcacioui Gods would Stoim] produce; 
Toil ne'ei leflefl, (hii by the dttving wind 
The Ail fiam noxious Vapours is ictia'di 
Fiecd ftom the putiid Seeds of Fain and Deacb. 
That living Cieituics might not by tJieit Ereatht 
Thro' theit waim Veini, inftead of Vital Food, 

Difpeifc Contagion, aad cortupt tbeii Blood. 

Without the Wind the Ship weie made in »ain,? 

Adv^nt'iaus Merchants couldnoc ccofi ihc MjiUi^ 

Noifevei'dB.e3lniitheiig:iiiifuITiadc maintain. J 

Tiien with thit nife RcRefiion you dlAutb 
Tout anxious Thought, that out Tctiefitial Otb 
In many Fatli U not by Man pofl'elt. 
With too much Heat, or too much Cold, oppieft. 
lut in Miflake you this Objeftion found : 
Vnnumbet'd Illes and fpaciovis TiaSs of Ground, 
Which feel the Stoiching Sun's diicdci Beam, 
And did to you Inholpitable Teem, 
With Taway Kations, oi with fi;ack abound. 
With noble ftircii Uv'd, wiih Plenty ctowu'd. 

Ani 
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And Acgiiuis too from the bngbi Oib ranore- 
Aje FcD|Ud, whicli feu uiific<iueutvd lUou^^ 



But could Laaaiiu on ihe Sun icflaa, 
His pio^ci Diftince fiom (he Elitb te^yeSt, 
Obl~eive his coa-'tani ELoad, hli squil race, 
Uis Rouaa DiouiJil, md tiis Anaual R.tcei 
Could be regard ihc Nature of the Light, 
lis beiuieaus LuOre, and lI> npid Fliglu, 
And its EclaiioD to the Senfc of Sight i 
Could he to all iheii: Miiadci idvcit, 
Aad 1)61 in all petceii'e one Sciofce of Ait? 
Cianii that the Motions of ihe Sun tic fucht 
That fome h«Tc Light too little. li)me too mnclu 
Gliur, that in diH tent Tiadu lie might b»c 



-J 



roU'd. 

Andgiv'n each CJimc moiccqual Heat and Cold. 
Yet view i' e Revolutiooi, as ihej' aie. 
Does tiiece no Wifdum. no Defigo apput? 
Co^r'd toy bin a Knowiug. Fiudcuc Caufe, 
Begin fuch Moiioiu, aiid allig.i luch I^wsF 
If the Great Hloa had fomi d » ditl^ient Fainc^ 
Uighi not youi wanton Wii t 'e S;llcm blameJ. 
Tho' heic you all F^ittclioii Ihould not find, i. 
Tet is il al! ih' Eternal Wtll dcCgo'd, C 

It is a &a,iWi Aotld, and perfect in its Kind,^ 
Hot that ill Regiaui ey'ry Chaon indudCf • 
W.iib wltidi Cekltial Empiiu ue cadu'd: 
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Kor is Confunimate Goodnefs hete conf(Sir*d» 
If we Perfcdion abroluce regard j 
But what's belore a^rted, we repeat. 
Of che^yaft: ^nole it is a Part compleat. 

But fince you murmut that the Piutial Sbn 
Is not Indulgent to the Frigid. Zone $ 
Suppofe more Suns in proper Oxbit» xoll'd, 
DifToIvM the Snovw, and chac'd the Polar Cold; 
Or grant. tht& This levolv'd in fuoh t way. 
As e<]ual (ie^t to all be mifl^ convey. 
And give the.diftant loies their iharcof Day. 
Obferve lioir ^iwient Nature's Uy Hoard, 
AVith all her Nitrous, Stores, wou d be derouiM*^ 
Then would unbalahc'd leat liceatoas reign. 
Crack the diqf Hill, and chap l e Kufiet Plaia». 
Her Moiftuie all iexba. d, the? cleaving Earth. 
Would yield no Fxuit, and bear no Verdant Bbtlu. 

Tou of the tmolt and fpaeiouftLaKes complaiii> 
And of the liquid Def juts of the Matn« ^ 

As hurtful thefe, pculelerso you azaugn. 

Befides the Pkaluxc which the Lakcrilfonl;^. 
Are not.tbmWftVQiPHvith Siih deUdoM-'ftoK'dl 
Poes not thewUe capa^oua Oeep, chctSlqr 
Wlth.Dewy CloiMsr.tbc fitctb with&ain t^fJt?. 
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J>o not the Bivers, whicft the VtII}r lave> 
Creep thxo* the fecret Subtenanean CaVe, 
And to the Hills convey the Kifluent Waye. 
Ton then muft own the Baith the Ocean nj^ds> 
Which thus the Lake xeauits, the Fountain feeds. 

■ . - • 

The noxious Plant and favage Animalt 
Which you the Eaxth*s xepzoachandblemiihcallt 
y> Ace uiefui vaiious ways, if not fox Fopd* 

For Manufaduxes ox 'fox Medicine good. 
Thus w&xepel with Keafon, not evade 
The bold Obje^ons by Uumim m»^* 

P/rrhMfOHs next of like ambitious Ainif i 

Wanton of Wit, and panting after Fame^ 
Who ftxove to (ink the Se^ of chief Renoviu 
And on theix luin'd Schools to xaife their ovn» 
Botdly prefum'd, with Rhetoxician Pxide> 
To hold of any Qoeftioa eithex fide. 
They thought in evxy ^bjeft of Debate, .' 
In eithex Scale the pxoof. of equal Weight; 

Ask, if a God Exillent they allow. 
The vain Declaifneis will attempt to iLbWt ■ ' . '^ 
That whether you renounce himy ^t a£to» 
Thexe*s no fupexior Proof on either part. 
Suppofe a God, we muft, fay they, condudft - 
He lives^ if fo, he is with Senfe endu'di 

Aiul 
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And if with Scnfc eodu'd may Fain peicelve. 
And what caa fulFei Fain may ceafe to Ii?e. 



93 



Pjrrh»ni4»tt we a Living God adore> 
An unexhaufted Spxing of Vital Fow'r ; 
But his Iramoital9 Uncieated Life 
No Torment feels, aB||^no deftra^ve Gnt£, 
Does -he by difProqt Organs tafte or hear i 
Or by an Eye do Things to him appear? 
Has he a Mufde or extended Nerve, 
which to impart. or Fain or Fleafure ferve^ 
Of all Ferfe&ionpoffible polTdft, 
He finds no Want, nor is with Woe oppreft 
Tho* we can ne>r txf^iotc the Life Oiviiie> 
And found the bleft Abyfs by Reafon's Line, 
Tet'tis not, JiortalMan, aTranfient Life,likei 
thine. 

Others, to vhom the whole Mechanic Tribe 
With an Harmonious Sympathy fubfcribe* 
N'lture with Empire Univerfal ciown* 
And this high Queen the World's Creator own. 
If you, what Builder reefd the- World, demand. 
They fay *twaf jlone"by Nature's pow*4u| Hand. 
If whence ita O^et and its Beafity,xofe, 
Nature, theV fay, did.fo the Frame difpofe, 
. If what im fteaidy Motions does maintain,' 
And holds ol Canies tad ^£Feds the Chain % 

o'« 
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O'er a31 het Wotki itiU Sov'teign C Jufc piefidej, 
Upfaolds ihc Oibs, :jiid all their Morlani guidn. 
Since lo hei Bounty we fiich Blefliiigs Owe, 
Oil! Gcn'rous Qcncf^ldoi !ec us know. 
When tiie »'ord Natuie you cipfcis, daclsrt 
roim'd ill your Minds whai Image doe* Hppflnf 
Can yon [hae*Tei:rn of deitbiiul Sound cxplaioi 
Shorn il no Idle OS-ffmg of che Biiiu > 

SomccinMi by Nance yoiu inlight'iied Si 
Intcndi of lliings tilt UniveiHit -Vnolc. 
Someiimn ii is the Oidec, ihac codqcA 
And liolds the Chuin of Caufc] and fiS«B 
Somctim" it is ihc Manner, md the Wa^ 
In wliich thofe C>u(cs do theii Force c 
And ID Etiefis ihcir Energy dilplaf. 
Thit ac's the Work, it felf yon oft afleit. 
As oft th' Aitifii;ei, as oft the An. 
Tb"' i»j thai we may Nsture cicailj trgct, 
And by your Marks difiinflly know iici Face;"\> 
She's now the Building, no-v the Atchiteft, 
And no» the B.ule which does lis Hand ditcft. 

But let this Etnpiefs be wbaic'ir you pleafe; 
Let bet be all, oi anj one of Thefe ; 
She iswirh B.cafon or flic's not, endu'd; 
I 1/ you tlie fiifi affiun, »e thence couclude 
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A God, whofe Being y^ou oppofe, you grtnt : 
But if this mighty Queen does Keafon want. 
How could tiiis noble Fabxick be defign'd^ 
And faihionM by a Maker Brute and Blind? 
Could it of Alt fuch Miracles invent ? 
And raife a beauteous woild of fuch Extent} 
Still at the Helm doe» this dark ^ot ftand. 
And with a fteady« nerei-etring Hand, 
Steer all the floating Woxlds, and their feti 
Coiuie command? 

That cleaiei Strokes of Maftexly Defign, 
Of wife Contcivance* and of Judgment Ihine 
In all the Parts of Nature, we aflert, . 
Than in the brighteft Works of Human Art: 
And fhall'not Thofebe jadgMth'eflfeft of Thongfat. 
As well as-Thefe with Skill inferior wrought? 
Xet fuch a Sphere to IndU be convey 'd. 
As ^Archimedrot modern Hngmt made^ 
Will not the Indian^ tho* untaught and xncfey 
This Work th' EfEeft of wife Deiign concluded 
Is there fuch Skill in Imitation ihown. 
And in the things, we Imitate, is none? 
Are not out Arts by artful Natuxe taiighty 
With Pain and carefiil Obfervatioa fonght? 

Behold the Painter, vfho with Nacnte yiety 
■ See his whole Soul czetted in his Eyes! 

He 
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He ?iewi bcr vaiioui ;ccne>> intent to iiace 
The Maflci Lines, that foim her finiOi d Face: 
Are Thoughi and Conduft in the Copjf dOil, 
While none Lb all th' OriEinal appeal i 

TeU us whic MafUc, foi .Mechanidu fiax'd. 
Has ane Machine fo admicibly fiim'd, 
Wbece you will Ait in Tudi Peifcaion gcant. 
As IQ « living Creacuie, 01 1 Plant i 
Decliie what cuilaus Woikmanlliip can vie 
Or with 1 Hand 01 Fodi, ati tat or Eye! 
That can foi Skill as much Appliiulc dcfeivei 
As [he fine Tcxluie of the Fibrous Neivct 
Oi [he ftupcndous SyQcm, which contain* 
Th" Aitenal ChaDneli, ot the winding Veini! 
What Artificial Frame, what Infiruineat 
Did one Supeiior Genius jet invenr. 
Which [o [he Boncj or Mufclcs is piefet'd. 
If you [hd[ Order, Form, ot VCc legatdi 
Why [hen to Works of Nature is allign'd •) 

An Author t7ninteIlif(CB[ and Blind, t 

When outs proceed fiom Choice and confciouir 
Mind J J 

To this you fay, that Nature's are Indeed 
Moft artfiil Works, but then ihey ne'er proceed 
f lotu Natuce a6ing with Delign md Arr, 
Who void of Choice her Vigour does ejen; 
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And by unguided Motion Things ptodDce» 
Kegasdlefs of theis Order, End oi Ufe. 
By Tulift Mouth thus C§tu does diipute : 
But chus> with Eafe the %onuH we confute. 

Say, if in anful Things no Ait is ihotyn, 
What are the ccitaioMacks, that make it known? 
How will you artfbl from unartful bound. 
And not th' Idacas in oui Mind confound ? 
Than this no Tenth difplays before our Sight 
A brighter Beam, ox moie coaWncing Light, 
That skilfol Works /qpptfe t tkUfol Caafe, 
Which afts by Choice^ and moTcs by ptudeat 

Laws. 
Where you, unlefs you tie, as Mattidi blin4» 
Conduft and beaneeous Difpofition fiad» 
Confplring Order, Vicnefs, Haxmony, 
Vfe and Convenience, will you not agree 
Xhat fuch UfkStM could not be ondefign'il, 
Noi could proceed, but from a Knowing Mind? 

Old Syftems you may try, or new ones raife, 
May Oiift and wind and plot a thoufand Ways $ 
May Yarious Words, and forms of pi^on ufe. 
And with a diflPrent Cant th' unjudging ^ax 

amufcj 
Tou may affirm, that Chance did Things create. 
Ox let it Nature be, ox be it Fates 
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Body alfl&e» meit aad-biute, joa'U find. 
The Cftufe of all. Things is by you tffi^n'd* 
And after all your finitleis Toil, if you .^ 
A Caufe diftinft firom Matter will allow. 
It m»ft be Confcious, not like Matter Blind» 
And Shew you giant a .God> by granting Mind^ 

VoHitMs next, a hardy, nodein^Chief* 
A bold Oppofei of Divine BeUef, 
Attempts Religion's Fences to fvbytst^ 
Strong in hi& Rage, but dcdititte of Art. 
In Impious |iMbM fiztihc Hmt^h^ defy*d> 
An onbeliefing An(i-Biartyt dfA^ 
Strange, that an Athdft Fleafnre ttoald xefiiie, 
Kelinquiib Life, and Death in Tbimett chufe I 
Of Science what a defptcable (hut ■ 
VanifiMs own'd* his publiib'd Dreams d^are* 
Let impious Wits applaud a Godlefs Mjnd» 
As blcft with piercing Sight, and Senfe refift'd, 
ODntriv'd and wrought. by Nature's careful Hand 
All the proud Schools of Learning to Command s 
Let them pronounce each Patron of their Caufc> 
Claims by dxjftiqguiih'd Merit jufl Applaufe^ 
Yet J this Writer's want of Senfe arraign. 
Treat all his empty Pages with Difdain, 
And think a grave Reply mifpcnt and vain: 
To borrow Light his Error to amend, 
^ would the Atbciil to Vdrntms lend. 
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The WoiJd, b« giaoti, wiih Ctowls wu' oTcf 

Iturh ne'er erefltd /ec her flsiiy Held, 

'.Till he bright Gcjiiua tofe te ehafs ihe Nighr, 

And thio' allNaturetlioiiewiLhiiew-rfiiiiig Liehi, 

Eut let tli'Enquirei kuow, proud Britm, vhj 
Hope Qtould DQi Gods, as well as Fear Tuppljl 
Does not ch' Idia of a God include 
The Notion of Beneficent and Goad. 
Of one to Mocy, nor Et.cTcnge, jnclin'd. 
Able and willing to lelierc Mankind! 
And does doi this lilaa moie ippeai 
The Objeft of our Hope, than of our Feat? 
Then tell ui «hy this FaEon, more than that, 
Should build ikcii Aliais, and tl>e Gods eieatef 

But let us giani the weak' and tim'roua Mhtd 
To Superltiiiout Teitors is indin'd: 
That faoicid Scenes, mid Monftct* fotni'd InAii, 
By Night.the Children and the Motket filaK : 
That Appaiitions by a Fcvci bred, 
Oi by the Spleea'i black Vapours iill 'tbcHtad) 
Does that jITe^ the Sige of Senfe ■lefilTd, 
Wbofe Body's healihtul, and Seiene his Mtndj 

m 'Yet moie, infultbig Sr»M, let us tiy 

rv foUi Keifon's foice, youi Aignneati apply. 
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You fay, fiflce Speftres from the Fancy flow. 
To tim'ioui Fincy Gods theic Being owe : 
Since Phantoms to the Weak fcem leal Things, 
Kcligion from Kii&ake and Weaknefs fpiings. 

« 

But tho* the Vulvar have lUuilons feen. 
Thought Obiefts wexe without* that wexe within» 
Tet we fxom hence abfuxdly ihould conclade» 
All 0\>\tGt^Qi thjK Miiid» the Mind delude i 
That our Id^as idli9 lute* that none 
Weie ercx x^j ai^ tim Notbii^t kiiowA» 

But leaWng Fbantoms, and illiifive FeaXy 
Let us at Kjcafon's Judgment Seat appear. 
ThgK lee the Qixcftioa be feveiely txyM* 
By aa inspaxcial Sentence we abide : 
Th* Eternal lljuad'f ExifteiKe weiuftain 
By Ffaefis fo &SU h^WUwc€ft9 piain. 
That nonet>£ aU the Scitncet have ihown» 
Such Demonftiatioa of the Txtkths they own. 

. SfuffA next, to hide his blatk DeGgn* 
And to hit Side th' unwary to incline, 
For Heat^n his Enfigw treacherous di(plt|rt» 
Declares for God, while he that God betrays t . 
For whom he's pleas*d fuch £ vidence to bring* 
As faves the M«ne> while it fabrcns the Thing* 

f 3 Now 
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Now hear his labourM Scheme of impious V£c 5 
No Subi^ance can another e*er produce. 
Subftance no Limit, no Confinement knowi> 
And its Exiflence from its Nature flows. 
The Subftance of the Univerfe is one. 
Which is the Self-eziftent God alone. 

The Spheres of Briber, which the World enclofCt 
And all th* Apartments, which the Whole compofe | 
The lucid Oibs, the E-irtb, the Air, the Msuti^ 
With every ditf^cent Being they contain, 
Are one prodigious Aggregated God, 
Of whom^eachSandispart, each Stone and Clod) 
Supream Ferfef^ions in each Infeft ihine, 
£ach Shuib is Sacicd, and each Weed Divine« 

* 

Sages, no longer Egjft*% Sons dc(pi/ey 
For their cheap Gods, and Saronxy Deities { ' 
No more their courie Divinities revile ! 
To Leeks ) to Onions, to the Crocodile, 
You might your humble Adorations pay. 
Were you not Gods your felves, as well aj thejr. 

As much you puU R.eljgioD*8 Altars down* 
By owning ail Things God, as owning none. - . 
Tor ihould all Beings be alike Divine, 
Of Worlbip if an Obje^^ou aifign, 

Coi. 
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BOOK IV. 



The A R G U M E N T. 
The IntroduSion. itft Man iapfy^ that 
has fm conquer'^ d the Ftturs^^Beath. 
The Inability oftbt EpicaMI ^ibrmtf 
/6t ac^mflifo tha$ End. J^^iom anfy 
capable of fmbduing tlhft Rdn. The 
Hypothefis cf Epictlnli ckncfrmnjg tbt 
Formation of the Univerfi fiewn to be 
abfurdy I. In a mure general Survey of 
the Parts of the Zfniverfe. Ih By a 
more clofe and Jlrick Examination of 
bis Scheme. The Principle of Motion 
not accounted for by that Scheme ; nor 
theDetermination of it one v^ay, Pon- 
dus^ Gravity^ Innate Mobility^ IVords 
without a Meanings Defcent of A* 

tomes I 
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totnes; Upvjards and Dixunwards, a 
Middle or Outer abfurdly ajftrted hy 
, Epicurus i» infinite Spaee. His Hy- 
fothefis not to be fupported, whether 
bit Matter be fuppos d Finite or Infi' 
* ^ite. Hit ridiculcHi j4ffertic» relat- 
„ tug lo the Diurnal and Annual Mi- 
t Hian of the Sm. The Impajfihility of 
J ^'forming the U^erld by the Cafual Con- 
tourfe of Atunte!. They could never 
' meet if they mov'd wiih e^ual Speed, 
' Primitive Atames being the fmallejl 
•^ -Parts '/f Matter, would atovt mare 
Jloiuly thim Bndies of greater Bulk, 
' which have tnort Gravity, yetthefeare 
ahfurdly fuppei'd to move thefwiftejit 
His AJertion that feme Primitive A' 
tomes hove a dire3, and others an in- 
clining lUolii/H, implies a Cuntradidi' 
•«. LncTCtius his ExphnuUon of this 
inclining Motion of fume firfi Atomet 
utt iuttii^iiiU, The inexpliiabli Dif- 



'J'f.ir-^'*^ 
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ficuhy rfjlopping the Atomes in their 
flighty and caufing them to fettle if$ a 
formed Iforld. The pondrous EoHb 
not to be fujiain^d in liquid Air. Tie 
FpicQrean Formation of the Heaixemt 
very Ridiculous. No Account giv^» 
by the Epicureans how the Sun and 
Stars are upheld in fluid MO^tv. Their 
Idle Account of the. Eormation of the 
j^ir. The variety of Figure and Sizfi 
given by Epjcurus to his Atomes^ a 
convincing proof of IVifdom and Defigp. 
Another proof is the difproportion of 
the Moift and Dry Atomes in the For* 
mation of the Earth* His ludicrous 
and childijh Account of the Formation 
of the Hollow for the Sea. No Ac* 
count given ^^ Epicurus, or his Follow.-- 
ers^ of the Motion of the Heavenly 
Qrbs^ particularly of the Sun. 

CJRVS, 
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^A%ys, wc gtinl no Mm is 
blcft, but he, 
Whofe Mind from an mo us 

TiioughtS of D«ith is free. 
Let Ljutel Wreaii,s the ViSoi'i 
Blows adorn, 
Sublime ihio'giwng Thtongs in Tiiwmph botn: 
Ltt AcdamatiODi ting sround ihe Skiei, 
While curling Clondi of balmy IncenCe tifei 
Let Spoils inimenfc, let Tiopliifs gaiii'd m Wii, 
And conquet-d Kmgs attend his rolling Cat: 
If Diead of Death ftill unfubdu'd remains, 
And Teciet o'ei the vantjurffi'd Viaotfeignsi 
Th'IlluftriOLj Slave in endUfs Thraldom be»e« 
A heavier Chain, than hi* !ett Captive wears. ■ , 

With fwifteft Wing the Feats of fiitiite Fate 
Elude tbe Guaidi, and |iafs the l^^lace Gate: 
Tiaveife the lofty Rooms, and unconttourd "> 
fly hoveling loimdtlic Fainted Roott. icdboldN 
lOlheuchAfln^clinganilpeuhonJIiiftiBfGoId.S 
ftmoLiu 





i«g c.n'B'it rtPn iMift«r. 

Familiaz -Honexs baimt the li^oxiajrcli's Heti^ 
. Aa^ Thoagim iU<4M4i«f ruiiii llftlTliHlMf li»i ' 
ttofe yflde Uhj^ hMk Cgic^thc ffmil ji|ft ^: 
And btcaM^Mtm tton »ii»ftiiiiil 14^ 
"* pL Ttitt tbejr ^ aik i^ chcxoii^^ JMfh ia fdiki^ 
: %iu^ Flacefcz^t f««cM Voictf^ttffiOiKthfiil tJU^.. 
Kiot and Wine but fbi t Mx^e^t pkaie, 
PcUglits they oArteBJaj,; tstuc moc^gfit; r .. \t ^ 



V. 






, WUt axe piftiaeHox^ :|l94iMiib/1realcar^itaKl^ 

' State, ^ '*%■%• ' ' 

The Pomppf Gouita^ theTiH^j^liyiir.tVe Gapat ». 
Tfaeniim'iousTxoopfsthat^fnvy'd'niMliiiiea j^^ ' 
And fpieadid Enfigot of Impettal Pow'»l , 
What che^high. Palaot-KCi^d.with yaft^j&qyeacc^ 
VbrivjaFd Acts and Luiuiy.imaMflfe, 
With Statues graeM by Ancient Gtua fiipply'A : 
With moie than nr/tm Wealth, .and jymm 
Prifje? ' >. 

What aie the.f oedfiMF all deUciQi|»' lUadc* 
\*Wj^idk now the Hontfioan, now tiieFowlfii $a4t|: 
Th« zicheft Winei, irhid^ 94ti<V JuvejAuH 
jL'"^ ^Vrbich rw/ciM Hilif, OS Tlnne. Iliir£«» yields 

Natmc depia?*dt Abandanoe d4ea putCae, 
Het fiift and puie Demands ate cheap and few*. ' 
What Health psoniotJM, and gives mieavy*d leac^- 
1 s all £xf encelaft, and pfocwd with XaTtf:' 

Behold 
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Behold the Shepherd, fee th* Indtiftrions Swain, 
Whaploughs the Fields et reaps the ripen -d Gftui^ 
How mean, and yet ho<w ttfteful is theix Faxe^ 
How fweet their Sim^} Their SimU how free 

from Caie? *; 

They drink the ftreamti^ Cfeyftal, and eTcape 
Th' inBttntog J«icc» of die Purple Crape s (^ 

And to ptoteft their £inibs imm riffioas Aif, 
Garments, their own Demeftiek Work, they wean 
Yet Thoughts 43£ Peaffa theix londy Cots moleft,. 
Affright thcliind, and break the Lab'ter** KttU 

Since thlefe ILeileAions1»n appioaching Fatet 
Diftruft, and Hl-pielaging Gate create 3 
'Tis clear we ftcive for Happinefs in t«ui, • 
WhUe Fears of Oeaik witfain Infuking idgiu "^ 

But then LucrtttM Wiea abfurdly fiame» 
To fink thofe inbred Fears, theix impious Schema ^ 
To chafe the Horrors of a Confeious Mind, ^-j 

They dcfperate Means, and wild Expedients &i|^' \ *'?W 
The hudy Hebds aiming to appeafe j 

Theix fierce Bxmoxie, lind dream awhileac l^*ft|K ■ Vlfi 
Of crying Guilt th' aivnging Fowei dilbwn, - V^ 



Creator from his Thxonc : - ' 
That doM, tlM3r:iaod( the Threats of fbnue f$m, 

Aa MoaiiBQiarllWMto pf Chi SoctU Bnki. 

"■ ■■'.■. *■ 



- ; 



■ ■ f 

• i - _ 



HO CREATION. Book IIF. 

Thy Foxce alone. Religion, Death difardUt 
freaks all his Daits, and eveiy Vipei chaniUk 
Sofcen'd by Thee, the griily Form appeats 
No more the hoxiid Objeft of out Fears. 
We iiiidirmay*d this awfiil Power obey. 
That guides us thro* the fafe, tho*- gloomy Way 
Which leads to Life, and to the bleft Abode. 
Whexe ravifh'd Minds enjoy, what here thqf 
own*d, a God. 

Regard, ye Sages of LmmisH Race, 
Nature's rich Drefs, behold her lovely Face. 
Look all around, TerreArial Realms furrey, 
The Ifles, the Rivers, and the fpadous Sea : 
Obferre the Air, view with attentive Eyes 
The glorious Concave of the vaulted Skies i 
Could thefe from Cafual Hits, from Tumulty 

thefe arife? 

Can Rule and Beauty from Diftradion grow i 
Can Symmetry from wild Coniu£on flow i 
When Atomes in th* unmeafur'd Space did rove. 
And in the Dark for doubtiijl Empire droves 
Did intervening Chance the Feuds compofe, 
Eftabliib Fricndfhip, and difarm the Foes } 
Did This the Ancient darkfom Horrors chacer^ 
Diftindlion give, and fpread Celeftial Grace 
O'ci the black Diftti^ of the empty Space? 

C9U14 
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, Could Aiomes, wbieli with uadiieileil Bight 
Rouiyd thio' [he Void, and laag'tt the ikcalmt 

of Night, 
Of Hufon deSiiuic, wichoui luteal, 
Depriy'd of Choice, and mindlers of Event, 
In Oidec match, and to tiidt Foils advance, 
Led bj no Guide, but undcligiiiug Chance! 

Whst did ch' entangled Baicictes divide, 
And (bit ihc Vdtious seeds of TliLiigs alty'di 
To make piimxv^ Elements feleft 
All the fit Aiojucs, and ili' unlit lejcftl 
DilUnguiOi Boi from Cold, and MoififioniDi7, 
R.aQgc foae to fotm the £auh, and £omc the 

Sky! 
From the Embrace, and gloomy Amw cf Nightr 
What lieed the glimiu'iiiig Eiie, and difcagag'd 

CouldChancefiichjuft and piudentMeafuKs take? 
To £tamc the Wotld fuch Diftiibutions maltei 
If CO ytmr Suildct you will Condu^ E'^e, 
A PowCE to chufe, to manage and couitive, 
leui Idol Chance, fuppoi'd Ineii and Blind, 

IMiift be entoi'd an afiive Confcious Hind. 
Did ibis youi Wife and Sovereign AichlteA 
DcGgn tlic Model, and the Woild crc^ ? 
. Weie by hct Skill the deep Fouudationi laid, 
L ^tiB G lobes fufpcndcd, and the Kcav'ni difplay'd 
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By wliat El:iiti<: Entines did Hie icu 

The Aucf BLOof, and loll the Oibt in Aitt 



On the Fomation of ilic £utti lef^efij 
Is thi( » blind Foituitoii* Effeflf 
Did all die grelVcc Atomcs, xt the call 
Of Cliaiicc, hleofFto form ilie ponilcous 



And undelcr 



a Older foil J 



} 



Did of ihenifelvci th' afiembled Seeds arrive! 
And witbont An ihis utRtl Frame cnnlrivi 
To build ihc Eaiih did Cnancc Materials i 
And (hio' llic Tani ccmeniLng Glue dittufc ( 
Adfuft the Froniiei of the Sea and Sail, 
Balance and hang in Ait the fiaidi'd Pile! 
Ye tow'iing Hills, wJioft fnowy Feats aiife 
Above the Clnnds, and vimct in the Skies; • 
I* Rocks, which on the Shotes joni Heads ad. 

Are you die Labom and the Caic of Chance! 
To draw up Slonej ef Inch prodigious Weight, 
And raife th' amazing Heaps to fuch a lieight. 
What huge Machine, whal foiccful Infliumcnt , 
Did youi blind BuildcE of the Woild invent i 
Ciiuld it diAinguiili, could it Wall aioiuid 
The damp and daik Apiitmenti under Giounil? 
With Rocky Aichcj vault the hollow Carci, 
Andfoirothe Tiaclu of Subtcuansap Wavctf 
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£iicnd ihe dilT'iCDt Mineral Veins, and fpieail 
for licli Metallic Oais the gsuial fled! 



What could ptcpaie die Giilphs i 
Between tlLcir Sboici the iiileipofing Maini 
Dif-^JB [he Land, die vicious Realms divide. 
And fpiead wiiti fcattei'd tllu ih'exiendcdTid^I 
Regaid [h'unnumbci'd Wondeti of the Deep, 
Where confluent Siieams, theji B.»ec complcaicdi 

Oeep. 
Bid Chance the Coiafth take, and in thcDaik 
The hide DlmcnGons ef the Ocean inaik! 
Then dig ihe ample Cave, and flietcb the Shotes, 
Whole wiading Arms con£jiE the liquid SioicS] 
Which E^ulhing ftoBi the Mountain to the Mala 
Thio' verdant Vallies d'a* dieit humid Tiaini 
Did it dcCgn tl>c deep Abjfi, and fpicid 
The ancient Waters on iheir Ccutrai Red; 
To the wild Flood did ieveieigii Fortune Cij, 
Thu^ far sdvancc, and here ilij BiJlow4 &iy : 
Be this thy Eauiei. this eaelo£iig Sand 
Thou Aalt DDt pafs, noi oreiRow the Laud; 
And do Ehe Waves reveie her high Command}) 



.1 



Did Cb/mic Chance the Futnaces piepaie, 7 
Raifc all the Llbour-Houfcs of the Aii, > 

And lay etude Vapours in Digcllion ihciei ^ 
Where Nature is employ'd with wondrous SkilL 
9 Mvn her Sp itiii, and bei Diops diftil : 
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Meteors for various Purpofes to form, 
The Breeze to cheer, to terrifie the Scorm. 
Did fhe extend the gloomy Clouds on high. 
Where til th' amazing Fireworks of the Sky, 
In unconcofted Seeds fermenting lie f 
Till the imprifonM Flames arc ripe for Birtfa» 
^ibid ruddy Bolts exploded wound the Earth. 
What ready Hand applies the kindled Match, 
Which Evening Trains of miAaous Valours catch ; 
Whence (boots with lambent Flight the idling Star, 
And Flames nnhurtful hovcsing dance in Aic? ' 
What curious Loom does Chance by Evening 

fpread i 
With what fine Shuttle wetve the Vij^'s^ 

Thread, 
Which, like the Spider's Net, hangs o'er the' 

graify Mead? 
Let us the Moulds to fafhion Meteors knowy 
How Thefe produce the Hail, and thofe the 

Snow ? 
What gave the Exhalations Wings to life^ 
To leave their Center, and poflefs the Skies. 

Let us no longer miilive Weapons throw. 
But clofe the Fight, and grapple with the Foe: 
Submit to Reafon^s flcideft Teft their Scheme, 
And by Mechanic Laws puifue thC' -huddled 
Fxamc. 
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Sk, how ill' umbitious Aichiie^s defign 
To ictt the Woild wiiliom rlic Fow'c Divine, 
As B^Miplcs ihe great Contrives place 
Unbounded Mitiet, in unbounded Space. 
M«tici vi% fitft, in Fjits Minuce, eadu'd 
With vaiious Figuies, vaiious M^igniiude. 
Some moving in the Spacious InSnitc, 
Defcnbe a Line Oblique, and fome a Right. 
Foi did not fome fiom a ftiaii Couife defledi 
TheycoHldnot meet, ibc^ could no World ereft^ 
White unfutign'd fiooi eudleri Ages palt, 
Tiiey isng-d the daiU intetminabic Wafte, 
Oil clalhlDe and leaceuntiing iu ihcii Aigte, 
Some Atomei leap alide, and fomc upright. 
T^ey vatloui Ways tecoil, and iwifcly flow 
By mutual KepeicuHioos to and fie. 
'Till fluiffled and entangled in their Race, 
They ela'p each other wiih a clofe Embrace. 
Combin'd by Concouife, mingled and compieftj 
They grow in Bulk, and complicated reil. 
Hence did the Woild, and all its Faiti arife. 
Hence the blight Sim and Stau, and hence the- 

Skics. 
Hence fprung the Air, rhe Oeean,. andiheE«ah, 
And tience all Ndture hid in cafual Sirth. 

If you demand what Wife Dircaing Mind 
nt woadiouj Ilatfoim of the Woild delign'd-i 
Di*. 



I 

1 



Did 
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nge, divide, and in thcii Order place 
:udc MitciUli of ih' unfalbjoii'd MaTi ; 
Did move, diieft, and ail the Fini cuiitMul, 
Wiib pcifeA Skill to feive ihc be^icous Wholes 
Fcinune to ihii higli Honaiu lliey adviace. 
And no Suivcyoi Hnat, no Guide, but Cbtace. 



Ltuutita MaQeis, now to make ii plain 
In building Woclds li«w caw jou sit, uid vaiD: 
Grant ttiat befoie ihU mighty Ftame wasreer'd, 
Befoie Coufiilion fled, and light appeai'd ; 
In ihe daik Void aad eiu)>ty H.e^ms of Night, 
Your lellleG Aromci did puifuc thcii Fllglui 
And in tncii adveife Fatbs, and wild Caieec 
By Chance lEncouniei, and by Cliance cohcK| 
Thus clafpt in llriA Embraces ibej ptoduce 

Unnumber'd cafuaj Fouu; for difl'cttnt nie. 
Ton, wiio lo cleam Reafon make Ftetcacei' 

Of Wit letin'd, and emineai iu Seufe, 

Let IIS, ye Sans of Epimriu, know 

The Spiing, whence all thcfevaiioiu Hoticni Sowt 

Whu Vigoui puflit Ptimaval Atomes ani 

Was ic a foicigii Impulfe oi [beii owni 

If '[WIS a foreign delegated Foice, 

Which raov'd rhofe flodia, and controul'd their 
Couife, 

Aficrring ihis, you your oven. Scheme deftroy. 

Aad Poa't Diviiic, lo form ilie Woild, cnplof. 
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if fcom a moving Fiinciple wiihin 
tout adive Aiomcs did chetc ytiglic lirgin, 
Thi<c Spiing, ihu moviug FdnciiiU cipluin. 
And ia Oic Scboots tnuiTiil'd you Ih all reign j 
DccUic tti Nituce, and (flign itt Name) 
Foi Motion, and in CauTe, lie oot the iaxnt. 

We know you'll lell ns 'cii impullive Weiglii, 
Mobility) 01 Fow'c lo move Iiuiacc: 
Piofouod Solution !. woiihy el yout Schoolt, 
fVlieie'ia ill boalted Ficcdiim Kcafon tulcj: 
But thus you mock. Mankind, aad Language ufc, 
Not to infonn the Mind, but to iimuTe. 
Of Motion wc the Ftinci pie demand, 
Tou fay 'til Fow't lo move, and iheceyoufttiid! 
But i) it to explain to change the Hatne? 
Ii not (he Doubt in difleient Woids the ftmeJ 
Dvywt leveal ihc SptlBg: of Motion mote, J 
Sy wifely calling That a moTing Pow'r, ^ 

Which we had ictm'd a Fiinciflc bcfoic; ^ 

The youngeft Head new Tcdl in Reas'ning knowi. 
That Moiicn muft a Pow'i to more fuppofe, 
Which ohile 111 vain you liboui to unfoldi 
Xou clei^f tcli us, that l.iitntiiu$ hold 
An active Spntig, a (linclple approve, 
Diflinfi from Matter, whicJi nmft Maitcc move. 
Mailer, as fueh, abfttaScd in the M: 
We fiom a Pow'i to move divefled find. 
^^Umoie CO Mcuon, tbaa to KiA iaclia' 
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The ton'z, wbicb Moiion doej lo Mattel gire, 
We Lheiefaie muft diltincl Jiom both conceive. 
A Tow'i to Nature giv'o b; Nsluie'i Loid, 
Wben fiift iie fpoke the high Creating Wotd i 
When foi his World Mateiiih he ptepai'd, 
And on each Put this Energy coofeir'd. 

Yc vain ?hiioCopheis, piefiimptaoiis [Lace. 
Who would the Gicat Eternal Mind ditplice, 
Tiike from the World iti Makcii and advance 
To his high Thiooe yoas. Thoughtlcfs Idol 

Chance ; 
Let ut th' Enquiij by juft Steps puifue i 
With Motion »e }-oiu Atomei will endue. 
Wc ask, when in the fpacious Void ihcj Any, 
Why will they beat one Tiaek, and move one 

Way! 
Still the fame flight why do rheii Panics take} 
Why ThiSi 01 Thjc Way no DigielEon make! 

' Vfhat will to this out Acomias rciilyl 
They anCwei, By an Innate Gravity 
The poiidious Bodies ftill are downward boio. 
And never upwaids of ihemfelvcs retuia ; 
Acute and folid Anfwet '. See a flight) 
Woithy of Gncft Wit. and dearefl Sight ! 
Do not tiiefe .Wife Medianic Maflcit know. 
That UD Mia tia (cnceive u high oi low, 

N<w 
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Noi find Diftinffion of fupciioiTlice, 
0( of Inferior, in il^e empty Space 
Unciicamfciib'ti, and ignoiiiut of Bound, 
And wlieie ca Mid'lt. no Ceatei can be foiuul? 

Teihaps, ;^our Mafiet's DoAcine lo fuOiin, 
And ilituc's donauud Motion to explain, 
You with his fimons G»llii Ftiend aflert, 
■ That is fuperior, whence youc Atomes ftat!, 
And thai Infeiioi in the empty Space, 
To which the^ all diieft iheii lapid (Lace. 

Kow lee n lecolicd, and what ;ou fsf 
At luge, in one contta&ed View (aivey. 
you fay your Atomel move; we ask you, Whyl 
Becaufe it is iheii Nature, you tepjj: 
Bui Cnce that Naii?e Pow'i you never fficw, 
Tou oiily fay they more, becaufe they do i 
fioc let yout Atomes move, we bid you fay 
Why they iudtc This, and not' a diff' lent Way} 
Tou lell u3, 'tis fiom inbred Gravity. 

t is, jou tell us, 'tix you knpw not why. 
Iwhai is Gravity you let us know, 
laTalels Words how can «c wifct grow J 
V£^ve you this Ingeniie, moving Force, 
[i^at makes them always downward take theif 

We then demand which Place Inferior is 
A the Jpacieui mcoa&B.'i Abyfi i 
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Toil fiLj^ 'lis tblt. to whic\ the Atones bckd '^ 

Tlici> f*ift CaKei, foi ftill thcv nuitt dtrecud ,f 
Tbai is, thej dowcniid muTt, bccaufe ihey[ 
' downwaid tend. 3 

Xei Dt, Lucrtiiav, no* our Task purfue, 
Aad of joiu Scheme reituining Woiidcis viewi 
Saf, if your Aiomw of Immuriil Race 
Aie equal, and cammenfuritc to Space ; 
If fo, ihc boiuidlcrs vaft ImmeiiJi^r 
While ihia poOea would full of Matter be: 
Eoi in the Vacant (a^ joiii Schools appiove) 
Should Fiaiie Mattel be fuppoj'd to move, 
Not knowing how to flop, oi whtie to fta/. 
It itaob<ltu£ted muft puifuc i» way. 
Be loft in Vmd Immcore, and diffipaied ftcay. 
The fcatt'ting Bodies never would eombiue, 
Nor to compofe a World bj Concourfe join. 
But if all Space is full, if ail poffell. ^ 

Which Suppofition jou einbr:icc as beft> ^ 

Then crowded Matter would foi ever teft. J 
Nature DO Chaage of Place bad ever fcen. 
Where all i» fiiU no Motion c«a begiii. 
For if itlk.DDld, you'll be compell'd to fa^. 
Body does Body pierce, lo foice its way ; 
0,t unconfin'd Immeartly retreats, 
To give your Atomejtoom lodiange iheiiScaCh 
And here wiih us Lmriiim doej agiee. 
That if fome riace from Manci be oot fice. 
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In Flcntitude no Motion could commence, 
All would be ftagnat in the vaft Immenfe. 

If it be faid, fmall Farts of empty Space 
Are interfpersM thro* all the fpreading Mafs, 
By which fome Bodies give to others place: 
Then Matter you moft grant, would Finite be 
And firetch unequal to Inuneniity : 
And then, as Bficnrm judges tlght> . 
It would for ever take an u(elefs Flight, 
Loft in Expanfion void and infinite. 
Befides, allowing thro' th' extended Whole 
Small fcatterM. Spaces not of Body full. 
Then Matter, you Lmemunu mnft agtec» 
Has not Eadfteoce fitpiu Neceffity. 
Tor if its Being neceflary. were. 
Why are fonaef arts of Space fi:om Matter clear,^ 
Why does it here £zift> and why not There? 

UunHaniy now which fide yon pleafe, embrace; 
If in your Void you Finite Subftance place^ 
>Tis diifipated thro' th* Immenfe Abyfs, 
And yon to form the WorM Materi^ mils. 
Ton'U not the Frogrefs of your Atome^ fiay» 
Kor to colleft the Ysgiants find a way. 
Thus too your Maftei^s Scheme will be deftroy'd>-' 
Who wholly to pofiefs the Boondlefs Void^ 
No lefs than Mattex Infinite employ'd. 



V 
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If you m Honoat to youc Foundct*s Skill, 
The Boundiefs Void with Joundle(s Subftance filly 
Then tell us, h<»w you ^aa ybux Bodies roll 
TKio^ Space, of Matter fo compleatly fulU 
The Foice this finale Reafon does ezeit. 
Will the Foundations of youi Scheme fabvcit : 
l^oc weie it needful to p.)xi»e the Blow, 
Ox foim a fxe& Attack, usUefs to ihqw 
^ow flight yoBi Wodn ia '«?'J7 Q^auet are, 
-How ill JOQC hudfUed SttHMunta cohere. 

3e this, O Grfte*^ t^ evedafiiog &anic> 
That thoughtlefs Epicmtu xais'd a Name, 
Who built by axtlefs ChMoe this mighty Fxanie. 
"Could one whi>fe Wit fiich nsmaMrlimitsboaady 
-Nature, thy Depths lufathomablc fiMutd-^ 
Of his fagacious The^ghts to igivct.A -^axt* 
Does not this Wife ^hilofopber {(fleit 
The radiant Sun's extinguiih'd ev*xy Nighty 
Aiid ev'ry Moin, sekindkd, daxts his Light-) 
That the vaft Oxb, which cafts fo far his Beamt» 
Is fuch, ox not much bigger, than heicem^^ 
That the Pimcnfions of his gloxious Face» 
Two Qeometric Feet do (carce fuipafs ? 
Does he not make the fickle Winds conv^ 
The Sun ccvokiiig thio' bis cxookod wg/? 



But 



.*fc 



lioDklV. CREATION. 123 

Sut fincc his Schodl has g;aiiiM fuch (pceadiag 
Fame, 
And modem Wks his Maftei^Skill pioclaim^ 
Let as yet fartKcx cairy this Debate, 
And, as you ask, confer on Matter Weight 
To make it move within the vaft Aby(s, 
And downward too, ev*n where no Downward !<• . 
If this be true, as you LmretiMs fay, 
That Atomes wing with equal Speed their way, 
Then how could This, That Atome overtake? ^ 
How could they claih, and how Colliilonsmakei 
If in a Line Oblique your Bodies rove,' 
Or in a Perpendicular they move# 
If fome advance not flower in their R.ace, 
And fome more fwift Ihould not purfue theChace, 
How could they be entangled, how embrace ? 
'Tis Demonftration, 'tis Meridian Light, -^ 

Thofe Bodies ne'er could juftle, ne'er could fighter 
Kor by thek mutual, Shocks be ruffled in their r* 
flight. 3 

Since Matter of a greater Mag&itude - 
Muft be with greater Gravity endu*dt 
Then the Minutefl Parts muft ftill proceed 
With Lefs, the Greater with the Greater Speed. 
Hence your firft Bodies, which the iinalleft are» 
On which the fwifteft Motion you confer^ 
Muft be CQBtented with the floweft Pace, 
AAd yield to Mattcx of mot^ 1^^ t\x% V^c^« 
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How wond'ious little nrnft thofe A tomes be. 
Which you endow with fuch Velocity 5 
Minute beyond Conception, when we find 
Bodies fo imall, wheze many are combined } 
How many various Figuies muft we take. 
What numeious- Complications ufe, to make 
Some compound Things, fo iiaall of Magnitude» 
That all our Senfes they with Eafe dvidci 

Xight Exhalations, that fiom Eaitb aiife 
Attiafted by the Sun-Beams thxo* the Skies, 
Which the myfteiious Seeds of Thundei bear. 
Of Winds, and all the Meteors of the K\x, 
Tho' they around us take their conftant Flight, 
Their little Size efcapes the iharpeft Sight. 
The fragrant Vapooxs breath*dftom rich JPeifumc^ 
From /ni//4» Spices, and AnAUn- GixaiSy 
Tho' many Tears they flow, will fcarce abate 
The Odoriferous Body's Bulk or. Weight. 

Tho* Antimonial Cups prepatM with Art 
Their Force to Wine thro* Ages, fhould impart s 
7 his DiflSpation, this profufe Expence, 
Nor ihrinks their Size, nor waftes their Stores 

immenfe. 
The Powder which deftruftivc Guns explode, 
And by its Force their hollow Wombs unload. 
When rarify'd of Space pofTeiles more 
^omc hundctd rimes', than what it fill'd before. 

The 
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The Seeds of Fern, whicli V prolific Hcjl, 
Cheec'd .and unfolded foim a Plane fo gieac. 
Are Icfi a ihoufand limes, than what [he Eye 
Can unaHifted by ilie Tube defciy. 
By Glafles aided WC in Liquet fee 
Some Living Things Minute to that degree; 
Thai a prodigious Number rauft Unite, 
To make (he fmaUcft ObjeLt of the Sight. 

How little Bodies muli the Lifrht compound, < 

Which by youi Mafieis is Coipoteal oivnMi ^ 

Since the vafl Deluge of iefulf;eiu Kays, J 

Which in a Day the Sua a thoufand ways > 

Thio' his wide Empire laviflily conveys ; J 

Weifl they collefted in one folid Malt, 
Mi£hl not in Weight a fingle Diaduu rmpafs. 

At leaft ihofe Atomes wondrous fmallmuAbe. 
Small lo ao unconceivable Dcgire, 
Siiue tho' cliele ladiatit Spoils difpeift in Aii 
Do ne'er leiuui, and iie'ei the Sub repair, 
Tetthebiigh[Oib,whcoceItill new T orients flow, 
Docs no apparent Lois, as Diminution know. 
Now cuiioiis Wits, who Nature's Work ioffcft 
With lUptuK. with Aftonilhineiit lefleA 
On the Tmall Hec oFAtotnei, which unite 
To make the fnialleft P«iticle of Light. 
Then how Mimile Primzval Atonies aie, 
fiom this Account Lucrnitns may infei: 

G i A«i 
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Tet they on thefc. without ragaid to Right, 
Coafei tbe iionoiu of the quickeft Flight. 

Within the VoW #ith what a fwift Cutet 
Tour rapid Matter mores will thus appear. 
That all mixt Bodies are in Speed out-done 
By your firft Atomes, you with Eafe will owmr 
for Compoun^eings can no Motion hare, 
Bat what their firft Conftitaent Atomes gare : 
Then your Primaeyal Subftinces eiceed 

1^ The fwift-wing'd Wind, or fwiftei Light in fpeed. 

' .; ,|iow foon the Sun-Beams at the Mormng*s Birth 
: Leap down from Heav*ni and light opon the Earth ? 
Prodigious Flight I They in few Moments pafs 
The vaft Etherial Interpoiing Space : 
Should you enjoin a Rock fo hard a Task, 
It would more Years, than Light will Minutes ask. 
One A tome then, fo you'U be fo£c*d to fay, . 

' Muft RoTcks and Hills and the whole Glob« 
outweigh : 
Since it exceeds them by its fwiftet flight, 
And fwifter Motion fprings horn gt^tte Weight. 

If Nature's Law your Atomes do's enjoin y 
To move dire^ly downward in a Line, ^ 

Siy, how can any from that Path declined ^ 
Th' inclining Motion then, which you fuppofe. 
Whence the fiiftConcourfe of your Atomes lofej 
Muft the great Maxim of y«ur Schools fubvctt, 
Vfhich flill with on« Confcd'iatc Voice affert. 
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That Matter by Ncccflity dcfccnds, 
Jn Lines dired, yet part Obliquely tends. 
And thus your Matter, by its Katire Force, 
To diff'rent Foints would fteer a difPrent Coutfei 
Determin'd by the fAme impu!fi?e Weight 
Move in a Line oblique, and in a fttaight. 

To heal your Syftem*s deep and gWlly Woasd* 
Which this Obj^6Hoh gires, Lncrmm foxnd 
A method; who a M«t1on did intent 
Not ftriit entirely, nor entfiely bent: 
Which forms a Line to Crooked fowewbat like* 
Slanting aUnoft, and as it were. Oblique. 
AVho does not new this wondteus Bard adore f 
See Reafon's Conqa*iijig L^ght> and Wit's scfift- 
iefsPow^r.- -■ 






If Atomes af^er their Eternal Dance, ^ 

Into this beauteous Fabrick leap'd by Chance \ 
If they combin'd by Cafual Concourfe, fay, 
What in a free and unobftniAed Way, 
Did in a full Career your Atomes ftay? • 
What Mounds, what Force, when raiking fiOl* 

the Height • . 

Of Space Immenfe, could ftopthon in their iight \ 
Why in their R.oad did they not forward paf§9 
But (lay, where now we find the fettled MaisI 
Why did they ceafc from moving in dcfpight 
Of tkeic own Nature, and impelling Weight ? ^ 

G 4 ^O. 
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Hid ihc ffife Troops Sagaciiy id know, 
"Ehji tliert airiv'd, ihey IhouJd no funhet %o\ 
That in [his Paint of ail the fpacious Void, 
To foiin « World they weie lo be cmploy'dJ 
Did they in PiolpeA of To great a Good, 
In this one Place of all ihc liquid Road. 
All ilicii cncumbiing Gravity unjoail! 
Fiitlgu'd, aud fpcnt wicb Labour iafinilCj 
Did they grow Torpid, and unaptfoi flighti 
Ol in th' Embrace iind dovny Lap of Aii 
Lull'd and eochamed, did tfae; f«ttle ibeic! 

Gra»t in thi* finglc Place by Cbince they m«, 
Tbat there byChance tliey did chcii Weight forgeii 
It-bappcn'd theie they fonn'd a mighty Mafs, 
Where yet no Order, no Diflinftion wa»: 
Let this be fo ; we ask you to explain f 

The nondtous Pow'i that did iheFaits rul1aiii>> 
For ftUl their Nature and iheit Weight remain.^ 
What from Dcfcent Hiould pond'iojs Matteiftay, 
When no more pond'tous Matter ftops in Way? 
Cao airy Columns plop the mighty Ball, 
Itf Flefl'ure ballnnce, and pieveot its Falli 
And after this lemains a mighty Task, 
Wliichmorethan Human Skill aitdFow't will ask. 
The ftiong rayftetious Cements to unfold. 
Which Atonies llii&ly complicated hold. 
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Sue let ui leave the Heap in Aii's Embrace, ^^ 
To reft qamov'd within the empty Spa«, ( 
Wiucfa IcDDwi no Uelglit, oi Dcptbi oi middle^ 
Place : J 

Tell, how you build the Chambcis tif the Skr, 
Euci^d the Spheies, and hang ihc Oibs ou high. 
Tou fiy, when HJltei firil began lo full, 
D this Tcireftiiul Ball, 
;^MVd Etom the Eaiih thin ExhaUiions lofe, 
tUgUm 2nd Steams, Materials to compofc 
nc fpacioui Kcgions of the liquid Aii, 
The Heav'ns, and all the Luminaiics ihcie. 
Thefe Vapouis Toon, mjiaciilou) Event '. 
Shuffl'd by Chance, and mii'd by Aecidcnt, 
o fuch K.anltB, and hcauieous dtdei hii, 
no Eftca of Wifdom can cxcei. 
ncc did the Flanets huug in Eifiir dray, 
Hsnce lofc the Stais, and hence (he tniiky Way. 
.^tence did the Sun alang the Skies adranc?. 
|nc SoDice of Day, bul fpiuog ham, Night and 
^'Chance. 

But who caa (how the Legends, that rccotd 
Moie idle Talcs, ot Fables fa abfutd! 
Docs not youE Scheme a&iont ev'n vulgar Senlci 
That Spheic) nf fuch a vaft Ciieumfetence, 
Thai aU the Oibi, which in the Regions coll, 
Stictdiiug ftom i,*& to WcA, fioa Pole to Pols, 
C i 
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Should theix Conft<u£luie, and their Beauty owe 

To Vapouxi pfefs'd fiom this pooi Ball below? 

Fioih this fmall Heap could Exhalations rife 

Eikough, and iit to fpicad, and fault the Skies ? 

Zmcrttttts thus the Manner has difplay'd 

How Meteors, not how Heavenly Globes are fhade. 

But gtant the Stieam's, which by Ezpxeflion rofe> 

Pid all the Spheres, and every Oxb compofe $ 

Since their Ingeoite Gravity remains, 

What Girdtk binds, what Prop theFrajoae fuftains? 

The Sun*s bright Beams which fou of Mattel 
make. 
From Heav*n their downward flight perpetual take : 
Why does not then his' Body, which outweighs 
By infinite Degrees his golden Rays, 
By its own Force precipitated fill, 
And bide in Ruins this Terreftrial Ball } 
Can Air, unable to fuftain the Light, 
9u^drt the Sun of fuch foperiot Weight, 
And all the pondrous Heav'nly Orbs, fnfpend. 
Againft their Nature, which dpes ilHcnward tend) 
Tell, wife IMcretms, tell the iMftAst, 
Which keeps the Reav'ns and Batch' fo long} £0 
fax apart. - 

Thus too the Air ptefs'd fcom tk&i':Maff, yon 
fay, . ?:■■■ 

between the Itnh t&d Skl^i eiqpii^ lay % 
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Not with. Intention, that the folar Light 

Thro' the thin Gulph might take an cafie flight : 

Oi that with nitrous Food it Ibpuld infpire 

The breathing iMifigs, and feed the vital Fixe. , 

But meet Contingence did the Gulph extend, 

Regardlefs of Convenience, Ufe, or End. 

Now, vaunting Poet, ihould it be con&TsMy 

That from the Earth the Aix is thus expxefs'd: 

Since Things'by heavier Things axe upwtxd thxpwxu 

Which tend with ftrongcr Gxavitation down: 

Why are the Sun> and the fzxt Orbs of Light,^ 

All which fo far exceed the Air in Weight, 

Hung from the Center at a greater height } 

Whj do not ttidfe their Nature's Law obejr* 

Kufh from above, aiid near the Center ftay. 

And make all lighter Bodies give them Way^^ 

Tell us, Lucretius, why they ne'er puxTue -"^ 

This nat*ral Bent, and this undoubted Due. . '^ 

Since to the Earth you give the middle Places 

To which all heavy Things daieft their- Jlace ^ , 

l£ nothing does obfituft, by certain Fate ^ 

Things would in Ordei of theix difiPient weight 

Lye xound the Eaxth, andjnake one ndgbty . IIei|i^ ~ '^ 

Tliey would tbeii Place, u diffexent Stms^ ke^ 

Kox would the Air ox intexceding Sky . ^ 

Between the dxftantOxbs» and Woxlds divided lye« 

Eibir and Air would claim the bigheft Place, f . 

TheStaxs and Planets would the j^^oith embim^' 

As aow the Oceaa A«ass upon ittface« ^3 






V 



\^iCREATION. Book Xr. 

In vain you laboui by mechanic K.ulef« 
In vain czhauft the Reafon of youi Schools 
Thefe Queftions to lefolve, and to explain 
How fep*xate Worlds wexe m^^^^ and fep'iate 
itiW lemaiu. 

Since to yout uncompounded Atomes yon 
Figujes in Numbet infinite allow, 
Fco'm which, by yarious CombinatioA, iprings. 
Tliis unconfin'd Diverfity of Things 3 
Are not in this, De(ign and Couafel cleat, 
Does not the wife Aitificer appeax. 
Who the coipoieal Faiticles endu'd 
W^ith di£Pzent Shape, find diff'ient Magnitude, 
That fiom theii Mixtuies all Things might have 

Birth 
In the wide Sea, an«i Air, and Heav'n, and Eanh ? 
To all thefe 'Figures of diilinguifli*d Kind, 
And difTrent Sizes, are not Ends aflign'd? 
Tfien own their Caufe did a^ with wife Intent, 
Which did thofe Sizes fquaie, and cv'ry Shape 

invent. 

When Atomes firft the World began to frame* 
Is it not ftrange that ev'ry Number came 
Of fuch a Figure, and of fuch a Size, 
As ferv'd to found the Earth, and fpread the Skies ? 
Had they not met in fuch FroportioQ, were 
Their Form and Nuukbcr not as now they are, 

la 
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In a lude Mafs tkey had confus'dlj join*d. 
Not in a finiih'd World, like this, combined. 
Did chefe aflembled Subftances xefleft, 
That here a b^teous Frame they nuift ttcQt \ 
Did they a Gen'ral Council wifelj call. 
To lay the Platform of each mighty Ball \ . 
To fettle prudent Rules, and Orders make, 
la reering WorldSy what Methods they ihould takcl 
To ev'ry Atome was his Task enjoin'd i 
His Foft, and Fellow-labonxers aifign'd 2 
Did they confent what faxts they ihould compofe* 
That Thefe Qiwild Ethir make, and Water Thofei 
That fome ihould be the Moon, and fome the Earth, 
Thofe give the Son, and Thefe the Planet Bittk^ 
If all ttiefe o«ble Worlds, were andefiga'dn 
And cauy'd on without a confcious Mind, 
Oh happy Accident \ aufpicious Chance I 
That in fuch Ordex made the Work advaaoe, 
At length to fuch admit'd Pexfedion brought 
7 he finiih'd Strufture, as it had been wrc^ught' 
With Art ttanfcendent andconfummateThoiight!^ 

Since 'tis an Outrage done to commoa knfe 
To fix a central Point in Spaee Immcnfe^ 
Why is a Middle t« the Earth affign'd, 
To which your pond'xous Bodies axe* ladin'd^ 

Befldes, xefleft how this Texxeftxial Mafs 
Does the whole Sea a thoufand tim^s fuxpafs^ 

Whick 
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WhicU in a Line, if diiwn diccAIy down, 
Moic (bill a UJle in depth ii laiclf known. 
Now bid bf Chinee nioie mi'ry Aiomcs citne 
Thai Clithy lo compare chu uoi^'roiu Fftme; 
Oi had ihcy boih in e^ual Numbci mci, 
Which night ai well have been, had Ciajife 

ihowght £i ; 
Oi if tDC wat'iy (WE no fanhei p«f») 
wcie bui ta bundled tinct in Number leCi; 
Thii Globe kad Iain, if not a'gen'rBl Flood, 
Ai leaft a Fen, a Mafa of Ouec and Mud t 
With na lioh Fruii, o( vcrdani Beauty bleft. 
Wild and onfeopled, ot by Man, oi Bnft. 



Whe will out Oib'9 unequal Face eiplii 
Wiiich Efinrm made ill finooth »nd plaii 
How did thj Rocks, O Ejtth, thy Hills aiife 
Hon did ihy Giant Sods invade the Ski 
tiKriiiHi, tbat it happen'd thos, leptict. 
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Row §iie tis Uaye, great Poet, to demaiii 
How the capacious Hollow in ihc Land 
Was Gift produc'd, with Eafe to entenain 
V All the afembled '''aieri of the Main. 

When Eaiih whi made, this Hollow for the Sea 
Wa» form'd ; buc how ! U happen'd fo to be i 
II on 1 time fell out, that cv'iy Ware 
FotArak the Euth, lod Sll'd die nishiy Cave> 
Which 
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which happened oppoituaely to be there, 
Whcte nbvr their Heads the loUing Billows leer. 
It then fell out, that Stones did Rocks comp«(e» 
That Vales fubfidkd. and that Hills aiofe. 
Thus the Fotmation of the Woild you know s 
So all Events fell out> and all things happea*d Hn 

Can Tales more fenfclefs, Indicious and yaia^ 
By Wintci-£ies old Muifes entertain? 
Does This unfold^ how all Things firft were made 
Without Divine and Supernatural Aid? 
His Penetration has Lucrttim ihown, 
By faying Things proceed from Chance alone] 
As their Efficient Caiii(e> that is, horn none \ 

But let your Tioops, which lang'd the Plaias 
of N ight, , 
And thro' th<e Vacant wiag*d their carcle£i 

Flight, 
The high Command of mling Chance obey). 
Vnguided and unconfcious of the way . . i 

Let them advance to one determined Places 
Prefcrib'd by Chance, inallth'muneafns'd^M 
Their proper Stations undi reded find, 
Td form a World, that never was defign'd. 
Let all the roUiag Globes, and fpacioas Skies» 
From happy Hits of heedlefs Atomes rii«. 
Be thus the Earth's nnmov'd Foundations laid* 
Thus the thin Regigni of the Aix difplay'd. 
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Chance Ihall the Flancls in iheii Place fuTpco 
Beiweea tliofe Woiids th'EthciiiU Flaios < 
VitcSi the Sun lo that convenient Sc!it, 
Whence hedifplayi his Luflte and his Heu. 1 
Thu Laboui, all this Ftogiels it in vi 
Unlcfs the Oibs thcit vaiious Motions gain. 
For let the Sun in boyanl Ethir flout, 
Not ceaiet to the Eaith, noi more remote: 
let did his Oib unmov'd its Seams diSlire, 
He'd fuie Dcftm£tion to the EaRh pioduce. 
One half for Heati and one for Cold wou 
This would abhoi the Night, and that ill 
Did he not leaily thio' the Zodiack pafs. 
Were he not conftant to hij Daily Race, 
He would not, by Alceinate Shade sod Light, 
Sioduce tilt needful Change of Day and Nigh 
Not would the various Scafons of the Teai) j 
ly Turns [evolving, liie and difappcar. 
Now can Judicioui AtumiSs CDDceive, 
Chance lu the Sun could this )iift Impulle givl 
By which the Souice of Day fo /wifely flici, 
lii9 Stages keeps, and tiaveifes the Sides i 

W« ask jou whence thefe coaftaat Moti 
aowj 
Will Learned Heads reply They happcn'tt fol^ 
lou fay, the SoUt Orb, £ift mov'd bj 
DouMoohaodSouih, and £ aft and Weft advM 
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Wc ask why tiiCt in thcfe dctccmin'ti ways 

He chofels move! Why thence he BCTCI ftnyil 

Why did he u'ei, llacc Time. begin, decline " 

His ILoiind Diiunkl, ei hit AdbuI Linel 

So Iteadily does fickle Fortune fteei 

Th'obedicac Oib, thai it fhould never eiti -^^ 

Should never ftail alide, and neyer ftray i -• 

Never in f »thleft Eihir mUs tiii Way J . 

Why doM he nc'ei beyond the Tiopicki got 

Why ftill levolvei Wby travel to and iio) • \ 

Will it a Wife Philofopher content, O • 

To f*y thcfc Motions Mine by Accident, > M 

That ill U undelign'd. foiruitous Event I ^ 

But if the Ouggiih Sun you'll not diftuib, ^ 

Bui Motion give Co thli TciicAiial Oib; 

Still cf the Eaiih we the fame Queflion ailii 

Which;to explain, you have i> hard a Task, 

Coo Chaoee thit Fcair.e, thefe utful Sccnec 
ercS, 
Whlcli knows not Wotks \tC% Attfiil to eSeQi 
Did it Mechanic Engines e'er ptoduce, 
A Globe, or Tube of Aftionomie Ufef 
Why do noc Vellclt. buili and rigg'dby Chance, 
Driivn in long Oideir on the Billows dunce S 
Mlgbt noMhic Sov'caign Caufe with gieateicafe 
A Navy build, than make the Winds and Seu i 
I Let Aiomcs once [be Fonn of Letters take 
4y Chiuicc, aod let ihcfc huddled Lctteit make 
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A fioia'd r«em b^ a luct; Hit, 



Then we'll embta^t the DoHiinei you idianeft 
And yield theWotld'j fail Pacmm^idc byCfcinee. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The hmduilioji. A Deferipthn of the ' 

CaUmttoui State of Mankind, iy ren' 

fon of tHHumemble I4^aei and Sufferingt 

- te which they are tbgoxiaus, Difeafet 
<ftbe Body. TruttbU and Grief of 
Mind, l^toltnce *nd Offreffim, Tht 
yiciJfUHde ef human Jffairs, and tht 
ctrtain Prufpeii of Death, tfbence H 
appears that it fuiti the State of Mam- 
kind, and therefore ii deftrable, there 
JlSuld be a Gvd. ArgHmentS Igaiafi 
the Fdtalijis, mho afert the Eternity ef 
the IVortd. There ntuft he granted fame -. 
Selfexiflent and Itidepen ient Being. 
The Corporeal i^orld cannot be that 
Btifg. Prov'd from its MHtahility, 
Ml 



140 The Argumeat: Book V. 

jut J thi Variety of Forms rifing mU 

^fapptMrimg w the feveral Parts rfNd^ 

sure. From tb^ PoffiUlhy gf coftcesf* ■ 

issg^ witbotu any gonfequettt CofftrsMf 

Sion^ lefs or more Parts m the fPirtd^ 

than are aSlually exifient. From the 

Fofftbilhy of Plants and Animals bo* 

^ vhsg bad diff^erent Sbapes^ and Limbsy 

from what tbey now have. The pre' 

tended fatal Cbain of Tiings not fe^- 

fjciftent and independent'^ becaufe all 

its Links or Parts are dependent^ and 

obnoxious to Corruption. Pate a tFord 

nvitbont Senfe or Meaning. Two more 

jirguments againft t be. Eternity qftbe 

Worlds from tbe Contemplation of tbe 

iigbt of tbe Sun^ and of Motion. Ari- 

flotleV Scbeme confider'^d andeonfmted. 
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Whac iii Viitielics of Giicf and Fear, 
Cr;iwn in hcny, exeit cticii faiil Rage, 

d gall obaoxious Life thro' cv'iy Stage, 
F(om Infaucy to Touth, fiom Youth to Age! ^ 

Who can compile a Roll of aU our Woesi 
Out Ftieads iic faiLhlefs, and lincece out Fem. 
Now Ihaip Invedivcs ftom an envious Tongue 
ImpWTc out Eitots, and our Viiiues wrong: 
Til' Ogpieffot now with arbitrary Might 
TtJmpIcs on Law, a::d robi us of out B.ight. 
Dangers unfeen on cv'ry Side iitrude. 
And States o'ei all th'uiifaithful Ground ate laid. 

e feel, 



mm 
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By Bxuifes 01 by Labour we axe pain*d ; 
A Bone disjointed, or a Sinew ftrain'd. 
Kow feft'ring Soies 9fRi6t t>ui toinu'd Limbs, 
K«w to the yielding Heart the Gangzene climbs* 

Acute Diftempeis fierce our Veins aflail, 
ILuih on with Fury, and by Storm pzerail: 
Others with Thrift di(penie tiicir Stores of Giic^ 
And by tnc Sap prolong the Siege of Life : 
While to the Grave we iot Delir'rtncc cry. 
And promisM ftill, axe ftill deny'd to die. 

See* Cholic, Gout and Stone, a cruel Traia 
Opposed by all the healing B.ace in vain. 
Their various Kacks and lingring Plagues ensr 

ploy. 
Relieve each other, and by Turns annoy. 
And, Tyrant like, torment, but not defiroy. 
Wt noxious Infeds in our Bowels feed, 
Engender Deaths, and dark Deftruftion breed. 
The Spleen with fuilen Vapours clouds the Biaijt} 
And binds the Spirits in its heavy Chain : 
Howe'ec the Caufe Phantaftick may appear^ 
Th* E^ect is real, and the Pain finccre. 
Hydropic Wretches by degrees decay. 
Growing the more, the more they wafte away : 
By their own Ruins they augmented lye. 
With Thiiift and Heat amidft a Deluge fry. 



i 
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And while in Floods of Watec thefe expire, 
Moic fcoEching p^iih by the Feayci*s Fiie. 
Stretch'd on out downy, yet imeafie Beds, 
We change oui Pillows, and we taife our Heads : 
Trom Side to Side for Keft in vain we ttmi. 
With Cold we ihivet) or with Heat we biifiK ' 
Of Night impatkut we demand the Day, 
The Day amines, and fbxithe Night we pn^: . 
The Night and Day foccediTe come aad go. 
Our laftiijg Pains no Intenuption know. 

Since Man is born to fo much Woe and Case* 
Muft ftill new Ternfts dread, new Sorrows beat. 
Does it not fuit the State of human Kind, 
There ibould«jaefide a Good Almighty Minifl 
A Caufe Snpie^uD, that might all Nature fleer* ' 
Avert our D9»gei» and pievenc 4>uc £eaci ^ : 
Who, when inaplofVi, tnigfat timely Succonr gtire* 
Solace ouc Aaguiih, and our Wants relieve: 
Father of Comfon might out Souls liiftain. 
When prtft with Grief, and mitigate oux P^un. 

■ ■' " / m 

I ' 

*Tis cettain Something £tom all A^cs pafr ' 
Wkb«ut jlegiaaing was, and ftiU will Xi^ 
For if of Time one Period e'er had bc^n 
When Nothing was, then Nothing could Begin. 
ThKt Things ihoald to Tfaemielfes a Being giv(^ 
ilelaftaat licaiaa vmiu can coweite. 

■ 3£' 
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If you iffirm, EfTeSs themfclvo produce, 
Tou fhock the Mind, ind CoatniiQioti cliufe: 
Foi chcy, 'tis clcii, mufi ifl and move bdbn 
Thq' were in Being, oi had Motive Poh'c; 
As UlSuvc Caufcs. mufl of tight at onccl 
Exi&ence claim, and as EBeHc, lenoniicc. 
Then Somcihing Is, which no Beginning had, 
A Caufelefs Cailfe, ci.Kotliiiig could be madci 
Which mufl: bjr pure Necefliiy eiift, 
And whofc Duiation Nothing can leHlt. 

!.« U9 enquire, asd featch hj due degiei 
What, Who this Self-Eiiilcfit Being it. 

Should the material World's capacioas 
Vucaus'd, and indcpcadant Being claim. 
It UDUld ihus form'd and fafliion'd, as w< 
Derive EiiHencc from Necel^t^, 
And then lo Ages unconfin'd mull lall 
Without the leaft Diverlitj or Wafte. 
NecelGiy, vicw'd with aitentive Thouglir, 
Does plain linpofCbiliir denote 
Thai Things Oiauld not Eiifl. wliich AQual J 
Ol in another Shape, oi diiPreni Modes a; 

Sut fe«i in all coiporcal Nature's Scene, 
What Cbangci, what Diverfitiet buve beeali| 
Maiici not long the fame Appearanc 
Sut Ibifts her old, and a new Figute lalcet,^ 
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if nop flic lyes in Wincci's rigid Aimi 
DiOiouoiu'd, and dcfpoil'il of all hci Cbacmi, 
Soft Temal Aiis wUI loofe ib' unkind Embiace, 
And genial Dews lentw hei witiiet'd Face. 
I.ike fabled Nymphs ciansfotni'd Hie's now a Tiee, 
Now weeps into a Flood, aud Iticaming ledu 

the Sea. 
She's now 3 gaudy FIt, before a Votm, 
BeJow a Vapour, and tibove a Slurm. 
Tbii Ouzc vias late a Moufier of the Main, 
That Tucf a lowing Grazer of [he FUiu, 
A lion this did o'ei the Fotcft reign. 
B-cgatd that fair, that branching Lituiel Flanr. 
Behold ihac lovely blulhing Amarantj 
One Williiai's broken Frame might have alVum'd, 
And one from bright bUiia-'i Dull have blooiti'd. 
Tbefe Ihifilng Scenes, thefe ({uick R.o[ationi a 

Things fiom Hecelliry coutd never Row, ^ 

But innQ lo Mind aud;Choice prceatioui Be-C 



Let UJ fuppofe that Watute cTei was, 

Without Bcgioning. and without a Caufc: 

Ai het tii& Older, Difpofition, Fiaine 

>Lull then fublill Unchangeably the fame ; 

IT Hind pronounce, it would not be 
wjlJiin [lie teach of Fallibility, 





"•"•■T^^^^"^ 



146 CRE4TI0N. Book ¥• 

That e*ez the WorM a Being could have had' 
Ditf4ent ftom what it is, or cduld be made 
Of inoxe 01 le(s, 01 other Pani, than thoie 
Which the cotpoteal Univerfe compofe. 
Ko«, Fatalift, we ask, if thofe fubvetc 
lleafoii''8 eftabliih'd Maxims, who aflbt 
That we the Woild's Eziftence may cvncehre, 
Tho' we one Atoxne 0ixt of N^ature leave : 
Th«* ibme one wand'xingOjrb) or twinkling Stat 
19fite Meat fcom the -Hcj^'nsj Hirbich now ti 

there: 
Tho* fome one Xind of PIaht»oiFly,ot'W«im 
Ko Being bad, m had aaothet Form. 

And might not v(hei Aniimals iuH^ - 
Of difficnt Fi^uici, and of diffi^ ^Stee l- • 
In the wide Womb of boflSWHiy ., 
Lye many Things, which ne'er may afttlrtl be : 
And more Piodudions of a various Kind 
Will can(e no Contradiftion in the Mind. 
*Tis poflible the Things in Nature found. 
Might dtfiPrent Fonns and di£f^fent Parts have 

own*d. 
The Boar migbt wear a Trunk, the Wolf a Hoco» 
The Peacock's Train the Bittern might adorn. 
Strong Tusks migiit in the Hoife's Mouth have 

grown» 
And Lions might ifare $2^s, and Leopards xvoue. 



I 
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Bui if Lhe Woitd knows no Suptrioi Quife, 
Obeys no Sovtiaiga's atbriiaty Lawii 
If abfolute Hecelticy maliiMliii 
Of Catifct and ElfeAs the fatai Chaini] 
WbatcQuld oneMdtion Hop.chinge oneETcnt) 
It would cianfccDd tbe wide, the 13& £xienti 
The urmoft Iticccli of FDlTibility, 
Tttac Things, gam wbat thejr arc, Ihould difi* 
giee. 



If to elude this Reas'o 
Ttrirgs what they a 



ing, 70U reply, 
w by NccelEiy i 
Which never elfe fo aptly could confiiiie 
To fetve ihc Whole, and Nature's Ends acquicff 
To foim the Beauty, Ocdei, Harmony, 
Which »c ihco' all die Woiks of Macutc fee. 
Ready we rhii Afletcioa will allow, 
Fei what can mote exalted it'irdom DiO» I 
With Zeal we thii Neceffity defend ^ 

Of Means dlieftcd to their ufcfiii End) > 

But 'tii not that, which Fatalifts intend, ^ 

Not That, which we oppofe in this Debate, 
Aq uaconttoul'd Ncccllity of Fate, ~ 

Which allThings blindly doet, and mult pioduce,^ 
Vnconfclous of theit Goodnefsand their Vie, > 
Which canmiE SudE dcllgn. uot Mcaui caUTcV 
oiMt cbufe. 
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If JOB petlift, and fondl/ will mainiain 
Of Ciufes <ini Etfeas an endlefs Tiain ; 
That iliis fucceffiyt Scii« dill has bten. 
Wilt Dcvec ccafe, and nevec 'did begin : 
That ThinES did always, as they do, pioceed, 
And uo £ift Caufe, oa Wife Direiioi need : 
Say, if na Links of all youi faial Chain 
Fice fiom Coimpiion, and unchaug'd reffiaia; 
If of ihe Wliole eaeh F»it in Time aiofc. 
And to a Ci.aie its bottow'd Being owesi 
.How then (he whole can Independent be i 
How have a Being from Neceffiiyi 
Is not the Whole, ye leatncd Heads, the fiitue 
Uiih all the Fatts, and difTcrent but ia Name* 
Could e'er that Whole the leult Fetfe^ion fhow. 
Which fiom the Faits, that foim it.didnotflowi 
Then, icll usi can it fiom its Facts dciive. 
What in ihemrclTcs thofc Caitt had not to.gtnl 

Fatthet to clcai ihe SubieS in Debate, 
inform us, wliai you uiideiftand by Pate. 
Have yoQ a juft Ide* in the Mind 
Of tliii gicst Caufe of Things by yoit alTign'df 
If you the Ordei and Dependence mean ,~ 

By wnich Effcds upon theit Caufei lean, 
Tbe long SMceffion of ili' tflieient 
- And film Coheicnce of th' eitended Chtil 
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Then Fate U Nothing, bot * Mode of Things, 

Which fiom coQiinu'd B-cvolutiou Ipiingsj 

A pure KeUtisn, and a ntecc Refpc^ 

Between the Caufe effeaive and ih' EiFeft. 

If Caufes and Effefts themfelvcs aie That, 

Which your cleai-lightcd Schools intend byFiici 

Then Faie by no Idea can be known, 

'Tis one Thing only, as a Heap is One. 

You no dlflinguilb'd Being by ic mean, 

But al! ch' Etfias and Caufes, that have l-ecr 

If yaa afleic, that each ef.cient CiuTc 

Muft aa by ilx'd inevitable Laws: 

If you aScm this NcceEHiiy State, 

And teU us thi: NcccOiiy is Fate i 

When wii: you blefs the Wcild wilh Light to fee 

The Spiing aud Souicc of this Neccdity! 

Sa/i ff^at did To diffofe, fo Tl.ingl oidain 

To foiiu the Links of all ihe c^ual Chain i 

That Katuic by inevitable Force 

Should con one K.ing, and keep one Ready Coutfel 

That Things mult needs in one fet Oidu flowi 

And al! Evenls mull happen, as they do> 

Can -joa no Fioof of yoiii AlTciiion fiaAt 

Pioduce aa R-eafon to convince the Mind, 

That Nature this deieimin'd Way tnuft go ? 

Are all Things ihut , bccaufe theynmll bcfo} 

We gtani with Eafe thcie is Necclfiiy, 

Titc Souicc ef Things fhould Self-ex ifiinf bet 
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Bdi t!ien he's not a Neceffaiy Caufc, 
He tcccly ii£is by aibiiiacy Laws. 
lie gave lo Beings niotivc Eaecgj, ^^^H 

And aAive Things to i^allive did apply | ^^^| 
In fuch wife Order all Thing] did difpofe, '^^f 
Thai of Events Ncceinty aiofe: ^^1 

Without his Aid, ^3y, how you will mainiaiH 
Toiri faitil Link of Caiifcs ; hence 'tis plain 
While the Woid Fnn you thus affeft lo uft, 
Tou coin a feoJelcIs Term ih'unwaiy to amufb 

Ton, who alleit ihc WorM did nc'ei commcaeCi 
Prepare againlt ihii Reas'ning your Defence. 
IfSoiar Beams, which thro' eh' Expinflon lUn, 
Coipoieal are, as learned Schools >£erc, 
Since (iill (hey Aow, and no Supply repayi 
The lavilh Sun hit diflipated Rays, 
Gum, that his radliinc Orb did nc'ei Segii% ^_ 
And that liis Motions have Eternal bceOi JH 
Then by eternal, infinite Eipence, tH 

Ey uurccruiied Wafle, and Spoils immenre. 
By certain'Faie to (low Deflniflion doom'd. 
His glorious Stock long Goce had leen confutn'd. 
Of Light umhrifty, aod piofufe of Day, 
The tuin'd Glohc h>d Tpeni his lateft B.ayi 
DiCpeift in Beams eternally difplay'd. 
Had lod in Eihit loam'ili and looTe ii 
Sa*fA. 
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Gianl, ihat aOinin of Maicet woulii out--^ 
weigli f 

Tlie Light, [he Sim dlfpcoccs in i D^y . ^ 

Thio' all the Stages of Ms heaVoljr Way; J 
Tlint in i T^at the Golden Torn-nis feat 
From the bright Souik, its LoSes fcute uig^ 

Tet without End if yon the Wafte tepeit, 
Th' eieinjl Lofi grOtM iiifimteiy ^itni. 
Then fflouM i>!e Sim of finite Bulft TnftaiB 
In cv'iy Age, the Lofs but of a Grain, 
If wc fuppofe ihofe Ages inJinitc, 
Could there remain one Pjii^de of Ltghrt 

Refleft, that Motion mnft abate it» Forte, 
As moie oi lefi obfttaded ia its ConrTe: 
That all the herr'nly Orbt, while tnrning round, 
Kive rome B-eGftanGc ftora the Medicni found; 
Sc that KeGflmtee ne'ei fo faint and weak. 
If 'tis Etcini:, 'twill all Motion break. ^ 

If in Mcti Age yon grant the lead DecKife, - J| 
Bj' infinite SuccelDoa it ittcrft ceafe. ' t 

Rence, if the Oibs hate ftlll leGftcd baen 
By i^ir, OE Light, OI EtAirne'el (b thia; 
Long finec that Motion raoft haic been (up>^ 

piefl, 
The Stan had Rood, the Inn had Min « 
' So viin, fo wild a Scheme you Facolifls hivc^ 
■ dielsU H 4 
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! Lcc US the wife fofiiioDS now CjiTcy ■ 

i Of jlrifiiilfi School, who's plcas'd lo fay 

I Nothing uu move ic felf, ca inw^id Fow'i • ' 

I To any Being MolJon can piocucc 

Whatc'ci i* mov'd, its Alocioa mun deiive 
Fiom fomeihing elfc.nhichmuftanln'pulle givc^ 
Aiid yet no Being Motion could begin, 
' Elie Motion niislic not huve Etctajl been. 

That Mattel tievet did begin to move, 3 

But ID lb' ImmcDfe fioio endlefs Ages fitovci ^ 
The Scagyuie thus undcitokcs lo piovec j 

, He r^ys, of Motion Time the Mcafuie it) 

■ 7 hen Th^t't Eieinal too, as well as Tbis. 

C Motion thio' Ages without Limit flows. 

l Since. Tine, its Me^fuie, no Beginning know*. 

' Tiiii feel>l« Bifc upholds oui Authot's tiapesi 

I And all his migbty Supeifiiuftuie piopi. 

I On this he all his tow'iing Fabtick iecis> 

' Sequel on Se(|uel heaps, to leacli the Sphuck 

But if tiiis Deliiiition you deny 
I Of Time, on nhicli his Building does lely, 

;' lou bring his lofty B^il horn the Shy. 

' A ihuufaud fine DeduOioos you confouitd 

1 Scatter hit wallc Fhilofophy aiouodi 

And level all bU StcuAuic wiih the Gtound. J 
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Foe Ken of teis'oiQg faculties will fee 
That Time can coihing birt Diuaiion be 
Of Beings, and Duialioa can fuggcft 
Nothing, or of theit Motion, oi iheir R,«ft: 
Only piolong'd Esiflence it implies, 
■whethM the Thing U mov'4, oi quiet liet- 
This Haglc Blow will all Lbc File fubveit, 
Sa ptoudlf [^'d> but with fo liiila An 

But llacc the Aiuhot his fticli Fame iquii'di 
Andas a God of Sctcucc been admii'di 
A fliiflci View we^ll of hLi Syflemciake, 
And of the Ftilti 0. Ihoil Eiunin malie. 
Let us oUeivG, what Ligiit liis Scheme aSotis, 
His undigelled Heap of doubtful Wordi. 
Cteat Stagytite, [he loft Eocjuiiei Ibow 
The Spiiog, whence Molioa did foi erec flov. 
Since nothing of it felf e'ei mores oi Aiives, 
Tdl what begins, what the gtft Impulfe givea. 

Heai how the Man,wIio all iuEame fuimounif, 
Fal^Motion's Spcing and rtinciple accounti. 
To his Supicam, unmov'd, uni^ive Cod 
lie The Eift Sphete appoints, ■ bicft Abode: 
Who £» fupindjr ea his Acuie Tlitooe, 
la Coniemplalion of himfcif alone ; 
Ii wliDlly mindlefs of the Woild, aai veiA- 
Of f jovi JCBdal Cut, and uncmplo;'^ 



J 
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To all tbc Spheics InJciioi ate iflign'd 
Gods Subalieta, and of Infciioi kind. 
On tkefe lie Sclf-Esiftcnee does tonfei. 
Who, ai the God Supicam, Etcinal aie. 
With AdmicHiion mov'd, aod ardent Lore, 
They ^1 thcii Sphcie< aiouad in Older move. 
And fiotn thcfe HeiiT'nIy RcToiurioni Hov 
AH Hutioiis, whicb are found in ikiagi bc]9W> 

If jou demand by wliat Impulfive Fotee 
The Undn-Gods begin ilteii circling Couife; 
He fays, a Thiugi deCiablc excite 
Ddite, and Objefti move the Appetite! 
So liis fit^ God, bj kindling ardcBt Lov«, 
Does all the Gods in Seais Inferioi move: 
TliU3 mov'd tlicy move atound iheii mighiy 

Sphetei, 
With ibeit Re/iilgeot Equipage of Sta/J. 
FiomSpheieto Sphere conimuiiicaie (lie DtBcci 
Whence ail in Heav'niy Hurnionjr advante. 
And from this Motion piopagited rift 
All Uoiions JD the £aiih, and Aiii and sJtiei. 



And tliui b; Learned ^riJlnJi't Uiad 
Ail Tiliiii's w«e forin'd, yet Noihuig u 



Kc owru rjo Choice, no Aibitiaiy Wjll, 
Vo Aiiift'< Hind, and dq iMKcd &kUL 
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All Mocioa Sows from NeceCiry Fate, 
Which Nsibing doci ceCft, et can aUcc. ' 

Thiags Cak md [ifci a Being lofe oi gma ^ 
la a colie[«a[, uadiflbWiag Chaia f 

Of Ciiufes lad Effifts, which Nature's Courfer 

Tb' Unmovcable Gufieani the lefl docs moTc, 

A9 piopci Obfcfli laife Dcliic and Love, 

Thcj mov'd withoat ihcli Choicci "without COAa ^ 

More all theii Spherei around witlioiit Intent. 
Whatc'et he calls iiis moving Ciuft, to chufe 
He givet that Caufe no Fow'r, oi to icfufe. 
And thus fcom Fate a!l artful Older TpringSi 
This lecr'dihe Woild,TbisiiihclLifeof Things.' 1 

Now give as leave to iski grciit Stagyrite, 
How cbc fiiH Uod ih' Inferior . 
Of fail own Subftauce daes he Paris convey, 
Whofe Motive Fojce the Uiidet-Gods obe/> 
If fo, he may be cbnng'd, fie may dec»;. 
lut if by fiedfeft Gating they are tnov'd, 
And Admiration of the ObjcQ lov'd; 
If thofe below their Motive Force icquiie 
from the (irong ItDpulfe of Divine Delite ; 
Tell us, whaiaoodyouiGodSupreaincangnne, 
Whicb theft bucnt), laouikc them Happy, want. 
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If Admiiation of the tiod' St^zeam, 

And HeaY'jily Kaptuies ihoold theii Breafis ifr; 

flamcf 
Js that of Motion a ttixMM t^vSt't 
Of Motion conftant to Eternal Laws t \ 
Might not each Second God onaftive lye 
Oil his Blue Sphere, and fix )^ xavilhM Eye 
On the Snpream t7nmoveable> and nb'er' 
0e ibrc'd to roll aionnd his foHd Sphere f 
Say, how could Wonder drive them from their .' 

Place }. 
How in a Circle make them ran thdr Race? 
How keep them fieady in one ^i&iF^cei- 

"■."'•■ • 

He this a Ftmdim«ntal Maxhn layr. 
That Nature wifdy a^s' in all her Ways : 
That ihe purfues the Things, Which moft-cOndQce 
To Order, Beauty, Decency and Ufe. 
Who can to Reafon this A^iont endure \ : 
Should -it Derifion caufe, or Aoget more* 
To liear a deep Philofophec a&rt 
That Nature, not enduMwith Skill or An, 
OfLibeny, of Choice, of Keafon void. 
Still wifely Afts, whcrc-evct fliers employ'd? 
Can Adiions be denominated Wife, 
Wtich ftom a Brute Ncccflity aiife, 
Which the Blind Agent never did intend. 
The Means unchofeni and unknowa the £ad/ 

0«^ 
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On this be Uid ilic StreTi of tl^tis Dcbue; 
What wifely aftt, can ne»ei aft by Fjm. 
T-fae Means and End mult ficlt be undeiftoodj 
The Meaos, as piopci, aud ihe End, nj good. 
The AO mult be exerted with inieut 
Sy^ ufing Means to gain the uiOi'd Event. 
Bui can ti rcnfelefs ind unconfciouc Cluri; 
ij foieign Impuife mov'd, and {ax»l Law*, 
Tbis Thing as good, aiid that xs-Gt lafptfti 
DeGgn the Eod, and then the Means elc 
Natuie you gunc can no Event intend, 
Tec that Ihe aOi wjiti Fiudcnce you pietci 
So NatuiG wifciy iHs, yet afts wiilioiit 

lei white this Fiincc of Science docs declare 
Thai Means and £nds wcco nevei Kaiutc'i Caici 
Thu Things, ivJiifii ieem wiu pctfcct An 

contilv'd, 
By.the lelifilefa Fotce of FataauiVd: 
This camions MaQet id facuic his Fame. i I 

And fcape the Aibeift's ignominioiis Name, ,)d 
BU Eo his GMliiof all Degtees iiUow | 

Counfel, Oeiign, and Fow't to Chufc and Know, 
Tet fmce he'f plqis'd fo plaiDly lo tOka 
His Oodi DO A& of Reas'ning Fow'i exert. 
No maik of Choice, oi Aibiiiaiy Will, 
£mflay'd.BO Fiudeocc, and e;ificri'd co SkiU 
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In making, oi diicfliDg Nature's Ftane; 
Which from liis File inevitable ciimei 

Thefc Godi muft, is to us, be Biutc and XIiIl<^^ 

And u unufetiil, as if void of Miud. 
Afling wiihoui Intent, oc Cue, ot Aim. 
Can the/ out Fiaj'ei tegacdi oi fiaifEi c 
Of all the biclistous in Debme, 
This Ihametiit Etrai i$ cbe Ckiramon tMt i 
That ibo' they cannot but: diltin^ly fee 
jn Nature's Works, and wliole OEconomy 
PeGgn and Judgement in a high degree ; 
This Judgement, this DelTgn, they nc'ei allow 
Do fiam a Caufc endti'd with Hearon flow ; 
The Art they gtiint , ih'Anilicei tcjedt. 
The StniSiue ewn, and not the AicliiieA, 
That unwife Nacuie all Things nifcly makev-4 
And piudent Me^rwcs without Prudence lakcft I 

Giant that their Admitirion and thcii Lore 
Of ihc fiiA Ood, may All ih' Infetioi aioye i 
Ctant too, tho' no Necefliiy appeari. 
That with iheit Kaptuie mov'd, they mof'dihcit 

Spheres. 
Thefe Qiicflions let the Stigfrlte ftrolve, 
Why they at all! why in this \"ay letolvei 
Declate by what Neeciliiy contrould 
la (ute dcccamD'ti HtuuKi ibey aie Mil'dt 

Wfc> 
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Why is tlicii fwife Rotation Weft and Eaft, 
Racher than North and Souili, ocEaflaadWtftr' 
Why do not alJ ih' lufciioi Spbetei ohtj 
The bighcfi Sphcie'i inevitable Sivay) 
TeU us, if all Cdeflial Hoiions lifc 
Fiom Revolutions of the Stany Skies, 
Whence of the Oibs the vaiiouiMocioni come?) 
Why Tome the geti'ial Road piufue, aad (bme> 
In Eihtr ftiay, and diTobcdient mam! V 

If youil the Source of Motion i;, declatc 
Why This is fix'd, and Thai a wand'ting SWti 
Tell by what Fate, by »hst refiftJcfs Force , 

This Oib has one, kud That another Ccmirct { 

How dou the learned Criili the dure tinfold 
With equal SwiEtoefs why the Sun i% loU'd 
Still £aft and Wc:t,l0 maik the Night snd Day! 
To foim the Yeai why thio' the Ecclyptic way ! 
What Magic, what NcceHity eonfines 
Til* Solar Orb between ibe Tropic Lines! 
What Cliatan in ihofe enchamed Circles dwell, 
That with eontiouling Fow"! the Sun lepell 
The Stagytite to this no Anfwer make) j 
Of the vail Globe fo little Thought he takefi 
That he lo folve ihefe Quetions never ftiifea, 
Mo Ciiufe, «i of iii ria«i ot Metion gire). 



I 
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Sue fjithec yec. appliiudcd Grtck„ CupgoCo 
Ccelcliial M«[ioDs fiom youi Spilng atolet 
That MoiioD down lo all ihe Woddi belovr 
Ftom the £dt Splicic may ptopigaicd flow : 
Since you of Things lo Ihowtb' efficient Somn 
Huvc always to Ncccfliry iccouifcj 
tsom what Nei:eQit)> do Spheici proceed 
Wttti Cucli a meifui't^ fuch. a tcaiio ^'peed! 
We fiin wauld [bii myQciious Caufc cjipjoic, 
Wby Motion was not eitliei icTi oi laojci 
Eut ill this due Piopoicion and Degree, , 
As fuits with Naiuie's juA OEceaomj. 
Thii is a Caufe, a. tight one too, we gtanti 
But 'tis the Final, we th' EJScient want. 
With gieaiei Swifinels if the Spheres weie whUl'd, 
The Motion giv'n lo iliis Inteitot Wotid 
Too violent had been foi Matuie'i Ul'e, 
Of cno gtcat Foice mix'd Bodies to ptoduce:^^^ 
The Elements, Aiii Watei, Eatth and FiiCt 



npoumled Tlim|i i 



f Wkich now lo make < 

Lfpiie. 
By theu ludc ShockscouM nercr have combla^j 
Oe bad been diTcngaged, as Toon as joii 
But then had Motion in a lefs licgiee 
Been giv'n, than tbu, which we in Natiue fi 
Of greater Vigour Hie had fiood in need, 
To-mixud blend the Elemental Scedi 
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To temfCE, noik, incotpoiate »nd bind 
Thofe Fiiociples, rhat thcoce of ev'ty Kind 
Th«vuioui Compouatl Bdngr oflghf Bitfe, 
WliiclifUclieEaiih and 9m, iUdftoie theSkiefJ 
Say, whit H««lltty, wh« teal l;»wi 
Did in luch due Fi:o[>0[tieii Motion caufc, 
Noi more or lefs, but juft to mudi, » tentlf 
"loititae ihe Wo[]d,and feiTc ailNxiuM'i £B4(t 

Ask why rhe higheft of ihe rolling Splierei, 
Deck'd to Ptofufion Willi tefiilcer,t Stars, 
And all with brig^ht Ein*lcencre» emWff, -■ 
Uai the whole Beauty of the Hear'ni CDgroftf- 
When of itemhen, lo difpci the Sigfu, 
Each tmn* ji Gugl^e roliiaiy Liglw - - 

Only one Ftauet in ■ Sphere H-fuaai^ ' 

MaichiB^ui'AiiUsaielaBcho^lUiluid'; - 
WUM«» Ke< MlU Bti took *lu» pmdeiir Cai4 '" 
That the faUimefi and the nokteft SpbeiB-'' 
Should be with ot^lei Decontion bleft* - ' 
And in Magnificence ont-ttine tbe tdli ' ' ** '' 
That fb ici gieatu Otiu^an and Sta^• - 
Should bAt;^ft«paaiOB vfthiii gteata 
ArA«av«hen Waniie4Mk Bti««Dl7 fit 
MeaiWM>()« CoiftlrBeMfieeat liiil tiao, 
Bvi haifoniii^ andfoi'dtdat eai'd,'" ^ 

Uocs BJulk 'MMtHn- ud DKCflc; n 

»^ KM ' 
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I Kov Ihould he not confidctiog Mca foigivct 

If, fway'd by tkis AfTenkin, they belierci 
I Thai Nannir, which does Dtceuey icrpcft. 

Is (oDieihing, which can Ecafon, chufc. itBeft) 
Oi that fome wife &irc3oi mufl pEcfide 
OVi Nutuie's Woik], ODd^ll liciMoitona guide) 
Tou hue Hiould tbai NecGlIitj dec are, 
Why all the Stici adocD the highelt Sptute: 
Stj, how is this ih' iLStlX of FjijI Laws, 
WiihoLF rcflearing oa a Ga-Jl C^c! 
OoeSpbeiehti allihc Scais; »e ask jouWby}* 
■ When fOH !□ Beaurj and ro Oidct fly, > 

I Joo plain affeti the Tmth, which you dcnys J 

I Tliac it, tJiai Nature has wife Endj in view, 

Wiib Forelight woik^, aoddocs DcHgiis finfUA 

L Thus all the mighty Wiu, thai have cITny'd 

I To explicate die Mcaas. how Tnings aic luado 

I By Katoie's Fo»et, without the Hand Dninc, 

t The fiual Cai.rei of ElTeAi alTisn. 

• They fay, that Thii oi Thai is fo oi foi 

Thai fueh Events in fuch PuccefEon flow. 
Bcftufc Convcnieiue, Decency *oA Ule 
ILeqmie, that Naiuie Things AoulJ thus pMdiK& 
They in iheii OemonRiaiious always vauM 
Efficient Caufes, which the; xLwiys wint, 
Sui ihui they yield the C^cAion in debate, 
*^ giuu the Imfotciice ef Chance aoilFaie. 
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Foe 'till they Ihoa by what Neceffity 
Tilings hare the Dilpofttioo, which we lee, 
Whechet it be deiiv*)! fioitt Fat« ot dhance, 
Koc the leaft Atf >> ScicfeM thcr iSrcnce. 

Grmt, KKaK fbtuia'd, at bet Vaft Eifeo^ 

O^e B.DOD1 of State with fuch MigniSceace, 
Tliat it might aine above the otheis bright, 
Adom'd witti num'ious bnroilh'd Balls of Light, 
poei Hie on one by decent Rules dJfpencC 
Of C(tn{ie!bt!oas Tuch a Weikh immenre. 
While tlic next Spheie in Amplitude and Height 
Rolli on with one Eitatic, lonely Light ) 
But be it fo, the Qaeftioa's ftill the Tame, 
Tell us fiom nbai NeccRiiy it came! 

Let ai the gteat Fhilofophei anend. 
While CO the Wotlds below hisThoughti defceod. 
His Elements, Eaith, Watci, Aii and File, 
He fayii lo ninke all Compound TlilngseonrpiiC 
He in the midft leaves the dull Eauh m Reft, 
la the Toft Bofofn of the Aii careiL 
The led-wing d Fire muft to the Moon aiite, 
HotA U Ail, and lick contiguous Slcici. 
No Claims, no FoicecLinmalie the Fiiedcfeen^ 
fTdt can the Eaith to Seats Supeiiot tend. 
Both unmoleftcd Peace for cvei own, 
Thit in the Ididdic, that bcnnth thcUoon. 
I* -h ' ^"^ 
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Water aud Air not fo ; for thty by f ite I . 

Afiign'J LO coaflant Duty, alwiyt nait ; '■:' ' 

Ready by Tuius to rile or to defcend, 
Naiuic againft a Vjcanc to defend : 
For ITiould a Void hec Monatchy invade, 
Should in bei Woiks the froallelt Breach be madci 
That Bleach ihe mighty Fabiick would dilTolVe, 
And in Lnunedilte Auin all ijivolvc. 
A .Coufcquencc fo dilnul to preveuti 
Waccr and Aii ue ftill ;3s faid) intent 
To mount oi fall, this way or that to &f, « 
Seek fubtccraneaa Vaults, or tlimh ihe Sky, , 
While theTc with fo much Duty are oppicft, ] 
The Eaith ajid File are piirilea'd wiih Reft. 
irhefe Elemcnia, 'tij clear, ha»e not difcein'd 
■ The Int'reft of the Whole, nor are concetn'd 
laCft they, whin once ao InierpoCog Void 
Uu Notute't Fi^me o'eriuiu'd, Hiould be de< 

,Tetl, why ttcfe fimple Elements are Fourt 
Why juft To many, why cot tefs or mote) 
Does thii from pure NecelCty pioceedi 
Oifiy, doei Kature ]ak that Number need) 
If This, you mock ni, and dccUne the Task, 
lou give (be fiaul Ciufe, whca wc th' Efficient. 
Mk. 
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If That, how often lliall wc call in vain 
Thai fOD woold this Ncceflitx czplaiiil 

But ber« bn^iic me, famoai Stafriite, 
If I efteem it Idle te recite 
TheKcafons, fo yon call them, vhichfongife. 
To mike a> ihi* Neeeffity belierc: 
Keafons lb tiifiinf , To aKuid, and itf, 
Ttut ihofelboiildblaibi vhomaltca fccwKeplf. 

Tout Eleipentt we gtaot: Bnt now declare y 
Ho* you to faimcompaoiideil Things {wepare. > 
Aodmii joui Fiic and Watei,Eanb and-,|3ri j 
The fwjft Rotation of the Sphcio above, ; 
Tou ilf.-taati all iofciioc Bodies mavD: 
The Elemeau in SubluMif Space v.- . .. L 
Ace bj this Impulfc fotc'd to IcaTc thetrTIa<9i 
By various Agitations they combine 
In difl>rent Fonns, bydifftent Mintuiei join. 

Blended and jiiftly lempei'd, they compound 

All Things in all th'iiifctioi Regions found. 

Thus Beings from th' lneotpoiat«d Foiu 

Refult, by undcligning Nature's Pow"!. 

Hence Metals, Plants and Minerals aiife, 
* Tiie Clouds, and all the Meieois of the Jkie*. 

Hence all [he Clans that haunt the Hill ot Wood. 

That b«at tbe Aitr oi cue the limpid Flood: 
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£v'ii Man. iheii Loid, hence iato Being came, 
Bcealli'd Cbe puce Air. and leii the Vital Fiimt- 
Safi is noE this a noble Scheme, a Piece 
WoiLhj the Scagyiice, and woith;r Griiiii 

Sut now, acute thilofofJiu, tlecl»e y 

Howr this Rotation of the heai-'oly Sph«e > 
Can mingle Flic and Watci, Eaith and Air! 3 
The File, rhat dwells biciuach the Lunai Ball, 
To treet afcending Eaicli, mufl downward fall. 
Kow luin youi Sphere contiguous to the fite, 
Will from ill Seat thai Element retire! 
The Sphere could never drive iti NcigS bom down, 
Bui give a citding Mocion, like its own. 
So give [he Aii ImpuHioii from above. 
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And thus the rolline Sflietes can ne cr 
The Fire or Aii, to make a miiigled J 
The £Ieiaems diflinfi might keep theii 
Elude [be &uffie, and your Schi.'ine defeat. 

But liace th' appliuiled Author nil] demu 
Tot Cotnplcx Bodies no Diie^iii'i Hanili 
Since All without an Attiil he 
- A Building xcers without a Bui. 

It length to Epicn'Uj' Scheme, 
Fleu'd bj tut Model compauadWoiki -to 
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Que aU hit villous Aiomu doei uiiiie 

To foim mist Thing!, the (aoious itngjtkt 

By his mvenicd Elciiunis combia'd, 

CompoTcs Beings of each diS'icin Kind. 

But bolh igice. »bi)e both alike deaj 

The Cods did c'cc chcii Ci[« or Thought ipplf 

To Fotin, oi rule ibis univuTal Frame, 

WhicJi oi fiom Flee, oxCafuilCoDcourii- cime. 

Whelhet to taife the Wt»ld you aie ioclin'd 

Ilf Th'is Maa'E Cbiacc, ot That Maa'« fate, tf 

blind; 
IF fiiU Mechinick. KecefTaf^ Laws 
Ofmoving Miner mud all Beings cnufej 
If aicfiU Vatks ham a bmtc Caufe rcfuli, ^ 
i'rom Springs uokoown, and Qualiiies oeeult if 
With SdiocoM alike ^futd oui Realoa yoa iiv^ 

futt, 3 

And now lo fiaidi this lefs ptcafuit Taifc. 
Of OUI lenotm'd PhUofopliei we aib. 
Ho* wm the Earth dcteiniin'd lo itj Placet 
V/hy did it fitll i^e middle Faint enbtacei 
What BUfldilhmeois, what ftiong antaJtinPow'^ 
What happy Ant ad-ipted to allure, 
Wcieby thai linglc Foim of all the Void 
To capiirate aad chAnn the MaH cmplojM 
Or what Machines, what GrappW 
Stt £uih, to fit it to the Ceatci fafit 
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But if tlii F.aiih Liyfliong Encliaiiwieois caught. 
This Poiut of all ihi Vacini foudi/ lauglit. 
Since it is Urtiuielligent and Blind, 
Could it the Way, the ucaieft could it fitidj 
When at that Point attiv'd, how did « know 
It was aiiiv'd, and Diould no taichcr go) 
When in a globous Poim colleticd there, 
WJiat wsudiou* Cement made the Pans coheteS 
Why did tlie Oib fufpeodcd itiete remain 
FiJt'd and unmov'df What dots its Weight fu- 

flain! 
Tell what its Fall pievents; can liquid Aii 
The pondioua Pile on its weak Columns bcii! 
The Eaith miiS, in its Gravity's Dcfpighb 
Uphold Its fcif i out catelefs Siagytii* 
Foi its Suppon has uo FravjUoo made. 
No FUlar icet'd, and no Foundation laid. 

\ Wbcn by occult and unknown Giaviiy p 

*Tia to its Station brougfiti it there mutl lye > 

t In uodiftuib'd R.epofe, invainwc ask hiinWbri 

' Say, if the Wotld uncaus'd did „ 

' V Nature, >vhat it is, lias aUayi becni ^ 

L why do no Aims the Foet's Song eigptoy . 

■ Before the Thibm War, or Siege of n't;' 

■ And why no cldci Hiftoriej relate 
k The ILifc of Zmfircfi and tlie Tnins ef Sn 
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If Generations infinite are gonC; 
Tell, why To late were Aits and i.aceis .. 
Theii Kife and Fiogiefs is of Recent V.ai-, 
And ftill we mourn theix young iin|;eifcc;. ^'. . . 
If unconfin'd Duration we regard. 
And Time be with Eternity compared. 
But Yefterday the Sa^s of the h,^A 
Firft fome crude Knowledge of the Starr expceft* 
In fsicred Emblems £^pt*s Sons conceal'd 
Their myftic Learning, rather than reveal'd. 
Creeot after this, for fubtle Wit renown'd. 
The Sciences and Arts improv d or founds 
Firft, Caufes fearch'd, and Nature*s fecret Ways $ 
Firft taughc.the Stxds to fing Immortal I^^li^ 
The Chtjgps of Muiick and of Painting ra^^ 
And was ibt){«Udiog fitft> and Bi&.£ot Scnlftuxe 
piAt^dL 

Man in Mechttic Aits did late excell. 
That fuccour Life^ and noxious Fow*x xepel; ^ . 
Which yield Supplief for neceiTaij Ufe, * , 
Oc which to Fleafure or to Pomp conduce. ^^ 
How late was found theLoadftone^sn^ckJkM^ 
That f^dfi.the Noxtb, and guides th/tSmoik 
« Conia} « 

How newly ^ the Piintecycudbus Skill . 
TVinlishteo'dWoxldwith LettexM Volnmes JSS» 



int^^pf 



itrl^^m it 
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But late the iuficUed Powder did explode 
The mafly Ball> and the Brafs Tu|>e. unload. 
The Tnbe, to whole loud Thimdei %Attfi§n oMI 
TheXauiel Henpaxs> that adom het Blows. 
Which awful, dDcing Eight xeiiown*d Cftmpaiii9» 
Fcom B#/jfVs Hills, aad XS4iiia*s Jxon^er JP^ioi, 
Did thio' th* admixing Realms asound jpxocUiJn 
Malir4*9fwi& ConqUeiis, and .gteat uinnti^ Name* 

By this the Leader of the BnV/^^Pow'cs 
Shook Mining LilU, And high^G^riitfA's Tow'xs4 
Next Itll Wide Engines. levellM TouriMys Fnde^ 
'Wbofe lofty Walls advancin^Fpes d^*d. 
ThdFditxous Tempei^s, and cundftiftifM De^» 
Fii^dthe deep Caves and naiii?zo«Taij|||i beneath, 
Wbtch fbim'd with Art, aiid wzomE,«hh 6iu(- 

lefs Toil, ^ ' '-'' 

ILan thxo* the faithless excavated Soil s . 
See, the Intiepid Britw d«flvcs nis Way, 
And to tihe Caverns lets m Wat and Pay : 
<^ells fubteiianean Foes, itiad xifes c f oni mM 
With SpQilf^ from Martial Labour under Gxotiiii|i 
^§nst to reward BUri^Wn glorious Fieid» 
To Mxrlbrti's Terrors did fubmilGve yield.,. ' . ' 
Tlie Hero next .aiTailM pf^ud D$wikys BJuSi^ ^ 
And fpite of confluent Inundations fptead 
Atouhd, in fpite of Woiks for fure Defehce 
Kais*d with coofuxnmau Ait, and Cod iramenfe, 

Wii^ 
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With uneEiDiflcil Valmu did faoeetd; 
(yitUri, thy Hoa beheld the hardy Deedi) 
ArU, VnMii*, Bnbaat sod BcucbAia 
Ofhis long Titumpht clol« ih' lUuftiiouiTuia* J 
While ihu» his Thundci did hit Wnth dedatci 
A«(l ucfiil Lighcaii^s flaA'd along (he Air, 
fMMJu's CaiUes wiib th' impeiuous Kou 
Aftanilh'd tiemble, but tbeli Waiiiois more, 
iMiitiA'i loft; Tow'rs with Teitoi (tiook 
Caagbt the Contagion, and -a diflmcc Aook. 
Telli CtUtic Chicts, foi you luve ofica beanl 
Hit dieidful Cannon, and hit File levei'd. 
Tell, how you cag'd, when youipale Cohoiiinio 
Fiom Mtrlht'fi Swoid, the Battel fcjicc begim. 
Tell SctUU, Ltiit teU, how to thcji Head 
Tontfiightcd Waves in lefiuenl Euou ficd. 

WMle Mio-Hn's Caanoa thos pterailt by Land, 
3f/liiBi'» Sea- Chiefs. bj^^iM'shigh Commaad, 
ILeriftlcfs O'ei the TJjo/hh Billowt lide. 
And Rdke tebetlowing Chtcs on eiihet Side. 
Theit Sulphui TempcQt ttDg fiomSboicto Shoce, 
Kow make the [.tpir flaic, and now ihc Miir. 
Hllk how the Sound diihiibs imperious ^•ar. 
Shakes fact proud Hills, lad tolls fiom Dome la 

Hei mitei'd Ptinces hen the eccholng Noife, 
Audi -^Iii(". diead thy Wiatb, and awliil Voice 
1 t k>4K*. 
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f Aided by iheethc ^ajfriaM Eag'es tife 
Sublime, and tiiumph in Ittrim Skies. 
What Finnic Feai, ivhit Anguilh, what DiflKfii 
What Confteination CiUit'S Sent cxpiefs. 
While tiembliag on the Coaft, they fcom afai 
View the viog'd Tcriois> and the floating Wv' 
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BOOK VI. 



TheARGUMENT. 

The fithuhHS AfCBunt of tbt firft Rife <f 
Afanki»d given by the •meieat Psets. 
The Opinioijs of many of the Greek 
Fhihfafhers coticerniug that Point not 
Ufs ridieukus. The jijfertwn of Epi- 
curus a«ii his FolkwerSi that our firji 
Parentsvjtre the fpontaKeBHS Prodiiili' 
en of the Earth, moft abfitrd and incre- 
dihU. The true Origine of Mm en- 
quired into. He ii frov'd to lie atfirfi 
Created by ait Imelligrnt, Arbitrary 
Caufe ; from the CharaSers and Im- 
frejfions of Contrivance, Art, and 
tf'ifdom, which appear in his toTMati- 
•». The wonderful Frogrefs of it. The 
I 3 F%Hre^ 
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Figure J SUuatiom attd Conrnxiom ^tb^ 
Boms. 7%# Syftem of the'Veins^ of/i 
that 9f tie jirteties. 7 he mariner if 
the Circmldtiom of the Blood defmb^d. 
nutrition how peffornid. The Syfiem 
of the Nerves. Of the Animal Spirits^ 
how made, and how emflo^ in Muf 
eular Motion and Senfation. A wifi 
Intelligent Caufe inferred fr^m tbefi 
jifpearances^ 
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BE P^igan World, to C«*i»'* 

Realms unkiiowa, 
Whcie Knowledge reEgn'd. ind 
LigfacCelellil'l aoce, 
jl Loft by degmcs theii Pateiii ^- 

f oigoc tbeii Stock, uid wondei'il whence [hey 



The Hcuhen Buds, who Idle Fables il[eft, 
lUnTive Dreams in Myftio Veric espiefs'ili 
And Foes 10 Naiutal Science iind Dtvine, ^ 

In beiLuieoiis Pluafe made impious Notions ibiae: 
In Stiams fuUimc cheit dift'icnc FiiUoni Tuag. 
Whence the fitft Piueuts of oui Specie* fgmiig, 

TniBttlrmt, to Tome etdec Toets dj, 
Terapci'd and forra'd i Parte of putet CUy, 
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To which, well mingled with the Kivei*s Stieam> 
His axcful Hand gave humtn Shape and Frame: 
Then, with warm Life his Figures to infpiie. 
The bold Frojeaor fiole Ceieftial Fixe. 

While others tell us how the human Brood 
Ow'd their Productions to the fruitful Wood. 
How from the Laurel and the Aih they fpning, 
Aud Infants on the Oak, like Ac<^s^ hung : 
7 he crude Conceptions prefl the bending Trees* 
'Till cheiilh'd with the Sun-beams, by degrees, 
Kipe Children dioppM on all the Soil around* 
Peopled the Woods, and overfpread the Ground^ 

Great Jupittr^ fo fome were pleasM to ilngi 
Of fabled Gods the Father And the King» 
The moving Fray*r of t^d^scits did grant* 
And into Men and Women tum*d the Ant. 

Some tell, DnualioH and his ?byrrhd threw 
Obdurate Stones, which o>r their Shoulders flew> 
Then ihifcing Shape rcceiv'd a vital Flame» 
And Men and tVomen,wondrous Change ! became* 
And thus the hard and ftubborn Race of Man 
From animated Rock, and Flint began. 

Now to the Learned Schools of Gmti rcpaiz* 
Who Chance the Author of the World declarer 

Then 
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Then fudge if wife Fhilofophers excel! 
Tfaofe idle Tales, which wanton PoeH lell. 



Tbej fay, al firft to living Thingj the Eiilih 
At hei FoimatioQ gave fpontaoeous Binb. 
When youthful Heat was thro' the Ciebc difiui'di 
Manklod^ as well aS lofeflj, Ihe pioduc'd. 
That Genial worabi bf Patent Cliance *cie 

Adapted 10 the Soilj which after warm'd 
And cheiilh'd by the Sun's enlivening Eeani> 
With human Offsprings did in Embryo leua. 
Tfaefe nouria'd iheie a white impciroa'd I*y, 
Then broke their yidding Bindi, and forc'dtheit 

Way. 
TheFieldi Crop of leas'ning Creaiuici ciowu'J, 
And ciying Infants gtovell'd on the Ground, 
A milky Store wis by the Mother Eartk 
Four'd frora bei Qofom, to fudain the Birth. 
la Sttengtti and Bulk encreas'd, the Earlh-bocD 

Race 
Conltf move, and walk, and leady change iheit 

rUec: 
O'ei'ev'iy Hill and verdant Faltuce (Inty, 
Skip o'et tbe Lawnii nud by ihe reivers play; 
Could eat the lendci FJani, and by degrees 
Stoufe ea tluShiubhaadnopiIicbiiddiDfrKeii 

*\ 



i 
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Foi ^ we liidt In^gbifi. nafce,^ kao* 
loui Akon SLfptfi It >as||ca'jl,Kt^ (b, 
Withoui affiguiag oac«jtpiopci CtuT^ 
O I folTiDg Qucftioni by Mechaoic 'Lamt^ 
To ev'iy Doiibt youi AnTwci ij tkjp&sat . 
If fo fell out. uut fo bj Giiuice jt cane .^ 



How lliall tbe New-bom lUcc H 



liFoodM 



Vbo lMiin«t change ihcii &>«. «z msvc > Hud 
GiaJii [hat [he GUbc bcneitb will nevcj 4iiok> 
Noi tbio' iti FaiM Jet the foft Hanoutlinbi ^ 
Will not the Sun witb bi« cihaliii| Kqr 
Dctiaud the Xibe, and dilw liif Food iwiyt 

^oce ^ fo long a Space tbe bumsn Binh - 
Uuft I7C ^q^s'd, and naked on tb« Eanh ; ■ ''' 
Stj, caaU tbe-tandei Cteatoie, Jo defpi^ 
Of IMm-b; Dty, and chilUng Dcwi bjr iffghi. 
Is fpite, «f Tltondei, Wiadi, and Hail and Kauii 
jlsd aU iadnDCBi Aiii.iti Life maintain t 

In Tain, Ton far, in Entb'i pnntxra] State. 
£ott was ihc Ail, and miLd ih« Cold aodH^at. 
loT did not then ihe Night fucceed the Oiytt . 
The Siui u now toll chio' its annual Way*' 
Th' Effciix then on the Aii muA be dl«f:fi| 
The f 10^ of Wintai aii4 ihe Si 



r ; 



"1 
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InihcfitftAge, joiifaj", theptegnantGtound 5 
With Iiumin Kind iit Embijn did abound, 
Aad poiit'd her OfF-fptlng on chc Soil aioiu uj. j 
, But lell us, Epii«ivi, why rhe Field 
Did iicvei Iince cue human Hatveflyieldf ' 
And why wc jievci fee one lipcning £iith 
HesMU) tlie Glebe, aod flniggle tbio' the Eo^BT 

Tail ni/,[[iatwlien [he Earth wasficA andyoimgi 
olifie Energy waj ihoitg, 
A Race ofM.cn ihe in hct Bofom bred, 
And all tiie Fieldi wuh Infant People fpiead. 
But th.it fiill Birth her StieDglJi did fa exhauft. 
The Genjjl Mochec fo much Vigour iofl, 
That wafted now by Age, in rain we hope 
She Qiould again being foiilv a hutnaa Cio]>. 

Mean time tbe'caoc witEiLabouiromucb wocny 

" " ftiU the HiUs with 

-lee, fiom hei feiiilc Bofam bow Sic pomi 

VeidJnt C 

Mc^id 
See, bcc tjli Sous, rtic Cedar, O^, and Ilatf 
The bipvBX Mytllc, and the juicy Vine, 
Then Fjrtw'i uiidecjyiug ittengih dedaie, 
Wluch with t'lelti l.aboLi(, and unu 
Sft^Ues new Elaait, iici L«IIiti ti 



iom hei feiiilc Bofom bow Sic pomi -^ 
u Cuniepiioas, aud lefielb'd witli Sliow'isr' 
I ihc Field with Coin, and paiuii ilie^ 
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Theofincc tHeBsnh lerauuba finCtliirPow'i 
To piociote Plinti, ibe Fovtt tm Kftora; 
SXf I why CO noblei Annnalt aloai! 
Should Ihe be ftcble, and imiiuiifi^ |iowb } 
Aftci one liith Ihc ceai'd not to be Toni^, 
The Glebe was fuccotcnEi the Hoold mtta^ag^ 
Could fte It once fhde iit hec i«|4ft Blooflf^ 
W*flc all ha Spiiia, ind ha trnth caaftmef 

GiaiU dMt hu Vigont nl%fct ia'paiv d«Teiie> 
Ftom like f lodnftioiu niiift die crei cMle i 
To feim a Kacc Die might hme ftU iacUo'd, 
Tha' ot a monftiout, oe a d«2ifilb KiiU, 
Why did Die nevei' b; one ccude SSaj, 
lufcifed li^es and B-uditocali iiC^ltj f 
In fone Ibccecdilig Aget hid been fbuiid" 
M Leg ot Ann UBfinitf d in the Giatlnd: 
Aiul fitaKdmct in the fields mi^ ploogldif 

SmiM- ' 
Tain up loftflUK*, ud bceak nnfiUUoa'd Vetu. 

But giact the Kisii wu lavilli of hei row'i. 
And fpent at once ha whole prolific Store : 
WMiU'iietIof6i« ateftnew yigouit^l^ 
■ Aod all hct fitft Fenint; mivci '~^ 

I.caiB, J^fnrau, of tV espciiene'd 9«U^ 
{■Then ticqacaa Wound) biTc oea cV^BipaTV 
ltiA'AfWH> 
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Let biin a wUla tlie Fiumw not moleft, 
Eui leave the raebe lo heav'niy Dewi and ILcA; 
If ihen he Till and Sow the harrow'd Field, 
Will HOC tbc.Soi! a plenieous Haiveft jjeldti 

Tbe Sun, b; you, Lucrriism, is alligii'il 
The olhci PaKni of all human Kind. 
Bui docs he evec languirli or decay t 
Does he noi e^ual Influence difplay. 
And pierce rhe riains with the fame AEtx^t^ 

If then the Glebe wum'd with tbe SoUi IlaniB 
Uen once pioduc'di Ji Aill fhoulddo the fame. 

Tou lay, (he Sun's pioUfic Beams can foim 
Th* induftlious kac, [he gaudy Fly and Woim: 
Can iniike each flanc, and Tiee, ii>c Gaid'net's 

Care, 
BeCde their Leaves, thcit ptoper loTefts befli^ 
Iben might the Heav'jit in fome peculiar StalCi 
Oi lucky Afpca, Beafts and Men create. 
But late Enqiiiiccs by tbeii Ginfliii find, 
That eveiy Liiea of each difftent KmJ, 
'n its. own Eggcfaeei'dbf the Solar B.ays, 
Organt involv'd, and latent Life difplays; 
This Tiulh dilcorei'd by Sagacious An> 
Docs, all LtK'itita Aiioguicc fubvciu 
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Pjoud Wiis, yoat tttaxf own, Ud Welcome 
By Rnfan's Foice, bt now fot ora dumb. 

It, Iclmed Eficurmi, wc allow 
Out Race to Earcli tcim^vil Being d»e. 
How did Ihe Male lad Female Sei« ftKrae, 
Saj, if from Eoitune iliii Diftinaion camei 
Or did the confeious Parent diea fordee, 
Bj one Conception die fhould Bvren be, 
And. therefore, wifely pcovitfcnt, defigii'd 
Irolilic Fairs to piopagate ihe Kind ; 
That thus prefeiv'd, ihe Godlike R«ce of Man 
Might not cxfiic e'ei yet it fcirce begaa. 

Since by thefe Titious Argumcncs 'tis cle*i 
Tiic icaminE Mould did not om f accDicbeai ; 
By moic fevete Enquiiiei let us trace 
The Oiifine and source of humour K,flce, 

1 think, I move, I theteibie know I im; ^ 
While I ha»e been, I flill have been the fiune,> 
Since i'rorn an Infanti I a Man becamo. j. 

But iho' I Bin, few ciicling Yeat* an gone. 
ance 1 in Natnie") B.oU wui quite uaknOHIb 
Then Cace 'tis plain 1 have not always been, 
r.i^.fiom whence raf Beuig could bcslni 
1 did noi CO my felf Eiiftenee give, 
Not from my Telf the fecret Po»'t Kcciroi 
;^|^lucti I ieafon> and by whidi I li'd 
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I did act build fbU Eianci noi do I kaovi 

The hidden Splingi fwin wbeuce ray MottSM 



If 1 had focm'd my Tdf, I had dcriga'A 
A fttongei Body, aud a wilei Mind, 
Fiom ioitovi iia, noi liable lo Faiaj 
Mf FaHions lliould obey, and U-cafou leign. 
tjoi could my Seiug fion my F^neou flow, 
Who ncitlicE did the fins, oi StiuAurc koow : 
Sid not my Mind oi Sody uodcrSand, 
My Sei deieoniac, doe my Shape commaud. . 
Had they deSga'd Hud taii'd the cliioui fiamci 
Inrpii'd my bianchiog Veins with vital Flaiiic. 
Eafliioia'd the U«aic, and liollow Chaaoeltinadr, 
Thio' iilucti the citcling Stieaiut of XiAr aie 

Had they ilic Oigans of ray Scnfes wroughf. 
And fonn'd the wondious PiprincJe of Thoughti 
Their anful Woik they mul have betiei known, 
Explaiu'd its Spiings, aud itv Contxivince llkowii» 

If they coiddnutkcihey might Fieletre meioor * 
Jrcvent iny Pears, oi diflipate my Woe. 
When long in Sickuels languiOiiiig 1 lay. 
They with CompaiSoii teuch'd did mout 
piaji 



IC 
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To fooih my Pnin and miiigaie my Gcicf, 
Tlicy laid Ituid Thingsi yet braugbt mc no B.i.'' 

lief. 
Bui uhaifoevci Cauft niy Being gave, 
Tlie fowci ihat mide me, can iis ClCalUK fiive. 

If to my feif 1 did not Beiog give, 
Noi hom immediate Faicnrs did Kctive ; 
It could ii*t fiom my FiedcccITbrs flow, 
They, .than my Faients, could not mote beflow, 
Should we the long depending Seals afccnd 
Of Sons and fiithers, will it nevei end! 
if 'mill, then miift we ibto* the OrJei tun 
To fome one Man, nhofe Being ne'ei begun. 
If that one Man wai Eempiteinal, Why 
Did he, Cuce Independani, evei dye i 
If &om himfelf his own Exifience came, 
The Caufe, that could dellioy hii Seing, Dime, 

To reck my Waker, thus in vain I tnwe 
Tlie whole fucceffive Cham of human F-ace, 
Bewildei'd 1 my Auihoi caonot find. ") 

'Till fomefitft Caufe, Tome Self-eitifleni Mind' > 
Who foun'd, and lulcs all Natue, it> aHign'd. j 

, -WhenfiifltheWombdidthcciude Embryo hold, 
Wliai ihapM ihe.l^its.' what did the Limbs un- 
fohlf 
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O'er the whole Woik in fccret did pielide. 
Give quick'ning Vigoiu, and each Motion guided 
V/hat kindled in the Dack the vital Flame, 
And e'er the Heart was foxm*d, puih'd on the 

zed'ning Stzeam ^ 
Then for the Heart the apteft Fibres ftzung} 
And in the Bzeaft th' impullive Engine bung ? 
Say, what the various Bones fo wifely wrought ( 
How was their Frame to flich Perfection brought 2 
What did their Figures for their Ufes fit. 
Their Number fix» and Joints adapted knit % 
And made them all in that juft Order ftand. 
Which Motion* Strength and Ornament demand? 
What for the. Sinews fpun fo ftrong a Thread, 
The curious Loom to weave the Mufcles fpread ^ 
Did the nice Strings of tender Membranes drill 
And perforate the Nerve with fo much Skill, 
Then with the active Stream the dark ILecflesj 

fill? 

The purple Mazes of the Veins difplay'd. 
And all th' Arterial Pipes in Order laid. 
What gave the bounding Current to the Bloody 
And to and. for convey'd the reliefs Flood? 

The living Fabrick now iu pieces take» 
Of ev*ry Fart due Obfervation make ^ 
All which fuch Art difcover, fo conduce ^ 

To Beauty, Vigour, axid each deihu'd Vfe^ 

The 



) 
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The^ Atbeifi, if lo Ceuctt ioL Tnoh inclia'< 
May In liimlelf liii iulJ Couviftion find. 
And ftoax iiis BoJy leich bb ccrjug Mind 

Wtica tlic ciude EmbiyotJiciul Nature btecdji. 
See how Ac Woiks, and how hei Wotkpcoceedi! 
while tbco' [he Mafs hei Eneigy llie daits 
To fice aui fwcll ifie compilciMil 7tit£i 
Which oiily does- luuavel mil nniwift 
Tti' invelop'd Limbs, thai prc*iout rheic cxlll. 
And u each viiat Spccki in which leroains ^ 
Ttl' entire, but lumpted Aaimal, contaim > 

Otganj peiplext, aod Ciuei «f twining Veins i 
So ev'iy I'octus beau a feciet Hoaid, 
With fleeping, unexpended IJIue fl<ii*d; 
Which num'ioui, but unquicken'd Tiogeisff 
Clafp'd and inwiap'd within each oihci lye: 
Engendiing Hc^ts llicle siic by oneuabiji<], 
Suctch theii fmall Tubes, and hampcc'd Metvei. 

unwind ; 
And thus when Time iball drain cacb Magazine. 
Cii)Wdcd,with Men ucboui, untipe, unfeen. 
Nor yet of Parts unfolded, no Inacafe 
Can follow, all froMck Fovci mud ceafc 

Th' Haftie Spiiits which n 
In the flcait Lodgingt of th 
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While by die ambient Womb's eoliv'nlngT 
Cheei'd 3nd xivakcri'd, iiiA tFtCmfelrea diiate; 
Then quickcn'd and eipandcd ev'iy way 
The Geaial Lab'rcis all cheir Foicc difplar. 
They now begin lo woik the wondrous fiamci 
To Ihape cbe Fans, and caifc the vita.1 Flame. 
lot when ch" exiended Fibies of the Btaia 
Their aSive Guels no longci caii lefliain, 
Thej baekWMd fpidug, which due Effort comptlt 
The Ub'riof Spirits to fotrake thejt Cells : 
The Spinlt thus exploded fiom llieir Scat, ^ 
Swift fiom the Head to the next fairs letieac,^ 
f one their Admiffibn, and theii Paffage bcat.3 
I Their Tours atoiind ih' unopca'd Mafs tliey take, 

L And by a ihouf^ud Ways iheic Inroads make : 

I *Till there icfifted they theii Race iufleS. 

f And baelcwacd to theii Source thcii way dJteft, 

Thus with a fteady and alicioate Toil 
They ifllie from, and to ihc Head lecoil : 
By which thcii plaftic Funilion they difchatgc. 
Extend their Channel!, and theirTrackscnlatgc. 
Foi by the Iwifi Eicuifions which tliey make, 
I Siill rallying fiom the Biain, and leaping back, 

. They pietce the Neivows Fibre, bore the Velu, 

. -^ And fiieich th' Atceiial Channels, i^hich coantei 
^g^The various Stieanu of Life, that to and M^^B 
^^^HKhro' <btk Hcaodcis ludiie^d fiow 1 ^^^| 



ft provide f 
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be denj'd. 3 
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Th' inrpeacd Egg. this gradual' Change bttrays, 
To wliich [he blooding Hen upandiBg Heat' 

sonvcys. 

The beating Heart demanded fiift for Ofe, 
Is the £ifl Mufcle Naiitie does produce. 
Bjr this impiillive Engine's conftanl Aid 
The tepid Floorfs arc cv'ty vny eonvey'd ; 
And did not Nature's C«e ai 
The aftive Heart to pulh ihe eiielin, 
AU progrefs to her Work would be d< 

The Salient Point, fo fitft is call'd the Hean^ 
Sbjlf'd and furpeaded with amazing An, 
Sji Turns dilated, and bj Turns compicft, 
Expels, and eniertains rhe purple Oaef!:. 
It fends itoin out its Left contcafted Side 
Into th' Arterial Tube its vital Piide: 
Which Tube, piolong'dbut little fjom it j Source, 
Pans its wide Tmnk, and rakes a double Coutlei 
One Channel to the Head its way diiefls, ' 

One 10 th' infcrioi Limbs its Tath infleas. 
Both fitiillei \aj degrees, and fmaller grow, "J 
And onthePatts,thro' which they branching go,> 
A thouTand fccret, fubtle Pipes beftow. 3 

from whicb by nKm'ious Convolutions wonnd, 
Wiap'd with ih' attending Nerve, and twtfted 






Th* Artqiil Duftf, when ^thns iinrolv'4x Jpn^BOe 
Viiiiiqpbet*<l Glands, and of impoitant Vie. 
lint <Rec5^ they $wte( ^fAgffH^ AakUt 
The AppcA|tioa:«f :a Vein tlngr ,«ikftc | 

For tho^ tfe?> >ii ii >l JPigtt.fhcntfBl?^ e«C^; I 
IB (h^eft.Sx^nd)^^;]^ tliey^navyei^ eadi 

«a(4tf o^ V^m* ^*«»? fr^*^ Cootfq^ bcffm 

The Heaity as faid, &0111 k$ contzafted Cafe 

Cn th^ L«fti Sid^ qca^ tbe.^imdjp]^ ^^^e. 
Explodpi thus» as fgli^^ 

The CSrlfli4jg|& JcuxaU*d.wfth.£laftic.Fpx<« . ' 
>9irift.t94;tie ^^ of ScaTc pmfue thek Contfies 
Anenal Su<mins thsp* the foft Bcua 4i£]U^. 
And wasac all iu Fields with ykal P«ws.| 
4^xom this.o-'etfio»(wg Tide thiexiunous Braxa 
Does thxo? its fofts xh^fvaet Spicts ftcain^ 
Which to^jtes iMOpii Seats theix Fa0agp m^Cmt 
Whence their ^urk KiTe th' extended S^iewstake. 
With all theix Alouchs the Nekves thef^ Spirits 

drinkiL 
Which tbxo* the Cells of the fine Suainec finlu 
Thefe all the channelM Fibres ev'iy W4i|i; ,' 
Foi Motion and Senfation ftiil oobti^^, 
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The gteateft Potiion of th' Anctial Blood, J 
Bj ihe clofe Stiuaure of the Funs withftood, 
Whore naitow Melts (lop ihe groOct Flood, 
By ipc Caaals and Furiaws in die Braio, 
Which hcie difchaige ihe OBitc of i 
luTecc theii Cuxent, and ihe Kcaii legain. 

The (hooting Stceanw, which thro' ang[bu 
Koad 
The beating Engine downwatd did explodi^ 
To all th' Infeiioi Tins defcend, and lave 
The MembcEs with cheii ciiculatiiig Wave, 
To make th' Atieiinl Tieafuic move as flow,. 7 
As Nature's Ends demand, the Channels gti^w > 
Still mote contiaded, as they ^thei ga, 3 

Befidei tlie Glmdi, which o'ei the Body fpiead, 
Fise complicated Clues of ncrvoui Thread, 
Involv'd and twiftcd with th" Aiteiial DaOt 
The tipid Moiiau of the Biood oblliLia : 
Thefe Labyiinlhs the cifeling Cuttem ftay 
Eot noble £nds, which aftct we difpl^jy. 

Soon as tlie Blood has paft the binding Ways, 
And various Turnings of the nondious Maze, 
From the entangled Knot of Vcireli freed. 
It runs its vital B.acc with gteater Speed: 



\ 
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And from the JPaiucod jkibers moft ^cnuiie * 
By tlibre CtA|k'1iie Stteams are badcwajjil 

bt*(ght. 
Which are ^f thinner Coats and fewer Flinet. 

wrought ; 
Till jdl the confluent Kills their Current jom» 
And in the ample T^n* Vein combine. ' 
This larger Channel bj^^a^thoufand Roads 
XAters the Liver, and its Store unloads. 
Which from that Store by proper Inlet$ ftrain^i 
The yellow Dregs, and fends thembytbeVeinaj 
To the large Ciftiem, wUch the Gall conta^ns^ 
Then to the Vein, we dv^name, the Blood 
Calls in the fcatter*d Strean^Sji and iKcolle^ the 

. flood. 

i ' 4, . ■ **** 

Aa when iiie Tluams advances thro* the Plain, 
Xnth his' fteih Waters to dilute the Main) 
He tttrfts and winds amidft the flowry Meads» 
And now contrads* and now bis Watei (pitads» 
Hece in a Cour(e direft he forward tends. 
There to his Head his Wares retorted bends* 
See, now the fportive Flood in two divides ' 
His Silver Train, now with uniting Tides 
He' wanton clafps the intercepted Soil, 
And forms with erring Streams the Heedy Ifle ; 
At length coUefting all his Watty Band, 
The Ocean to augment he leaves theLtiuL 
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So fhe ted Cuirenii in'tbeit ficcet Mme 

In wtdoiis Roitnds ibio' daik Mc:indeis pafs, 

"rai all affembled in the r<M Vein 

Biing to ilie Heart's light Sifle theJi Crynfoii 

Which now cenipteft with Fo(c« EUflJc dtivca 
The Flood, that tliio' the-.rurec !Fa(Ici limes. 
The Road that to iheLun^ this Siote tiaufmin 
Srao unaumbci'd nation Channels fplits. 
^The TCOal Blood crowds thto" the uinding Ways, 
Aid thio' the Tubes the biokea Tide coavcys: 
Tisatt iium'ious Streams, cheii Rofy Beiiuiy gone, 
Tooi hy Expcpce. and faint vriih Laboiii giowo. 
Ate ia the Lungs endch'd, which lemfpiic 
Tbe languid Juices, and tcftore theii Site'. ■ 

The large Arterial DuSs that thithet lead, i 
B/ which the Blood is fiom the Heart convej'dSi 
Tlito" ciihei Lobe ten ilioufand Brunches Tf read, ^ 
HeieitsbtightSiie.im thebounding Cuiient pans. 
And thro' the various raOes C-niftly dans: 
I tech fiibtle Pipe, each winding Channel fills 
W'ith fprighli)' Liquors, and*ith pmple RiUs; 
Tiie Pipe, diftinguilh'it b; its gliftly Rings, 
To ehetifli Life Aerial Paflure bnngs; 
Whichihe foft bieathing Lungs with pntle Force 
CooliaBC CBibiace \>j Tuiasi by Tiuudiroice: 
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t fplingy Ail tliis oitMia Food imfcUt } 
' all ihc fpiingy t.yits iud biaddci'd Ccii4,> 
" ^d wirh dilacing bieaili ihcVual BellowifneUb J 
Tb' admitted Nitte agiCHtcs ihc flood, 
Revives its File, and refeimems liic Blood. 
Beliotd.clicStieamsnotvchaiigetheirUnguid Bluet 
Regain tbcii GI017, and tlieu Flsme icccw. 
Wiih Scarlet Honouii le-adom'd ihe Tide 
Leaps on, and bright with more than 7>r/«it fiiii 
Advantes to ihc Mcatt, aud Glis tbe Care 
Oa ibc Left Side, wlikb die £ill Mctioa g^v^ 
Now thio' the fame incolv'd Arterial Waft, 
Tt' exploded Jets th'lmpulfive Engine pUySi. 

No Sous of Wifdom could this CuEicat tDI^ 
Oi of 111' /siuV, or iu//c Race: 
iiiont thee, Dtrntiriim, it lay coiiceiiI'4i 
Tho' yielding N^tuce mu(h to ibee rCTeU'-dr, 
Tin' with the curious Xoife tliou didft invaj^j 
Her daik Riceilcs, aud Jiaft oft difplay'd ■ 

The Ciimfon Mazes, and the hollow Road, 
Which 10 the Heart csnvc^s the refluenc Bloo4r- 
Ic was to thee, gmt Stjgjrili, uukaDwii, 
And thy rteccpioi of Dlviae Renowo. 
Leaining did nc'ei this feiret Tiuth impact 
To the CritlLtiiRtts of tiie heiling An._ 
*Twas bj the Cmb's piercing Eye luiview'd. 
And did iiteniivc GaUh's Scaich dude. 
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TboB.'wondwmH'irfwji whofclmmoHalFarae, 
By thee inftiuQcd, giatcful Schools piociaim, 
l-hou, Miiiiit Iiide, didft fiift the winding Way, 
Aud eircting Lifc'i dirk Labyrinth difplsy. 
Aneatire fiom the Heart thou didft pitifue' 
The flMting Fl«od, ind keep it ftill in »iew. 
Till thou wiihRapiuie f«Tft rte Channels, bring 
The Furple Cuirent* bade, and form the Vital 

See, how tlie Kuinan Animal is fed. 
HowNoutilhment is wrought, aad how caaitj't. 
The Mouih witb ptopet Faculties eodu'd 
firfl «nte[[ains, and then divides the Food. ^ 
Two adveifc P.ows<af Teeth the Mcu fi^pate. 
On whi«.h the Glands Fetmenrinj Juice coufei. 
Nature has various lender Mufclcs plac'd. 
By which the artful Gullet is embrac'd : 
Some the long Funnel's curious Mouth extend 
Thro' wliich ingeficd Meaci with Eafe defceud. 
Other confederate tairs for Haiufe^s Ufc 
ContiaQ the Fibccs, and the Twicch produce 
Vhicb geBily puAcs on ihe giaieful Food 
To the wide Stomach, by ir* hollow Road, 
Thar this long Road may unobfttufted go, 
As il defccEids. it hoizs ihc Midriff thto'. 
The large Receiver for Concofilon made 
Baiwlii iO^Si the waEmell Bonds laid. 




^A 
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SpU«u CO iiiU,'and ic- e&eadvetfi; Side 
^hi gidwiug LivcT'^ Comfoii is spply'd, 
a|»catbi the PMcri*i ha iis piopec Scat, ■ 

To ciicer itj Neighbour, and augoicnt its Heat. 
Moic to affia ii for its delijn'd Ufe 
1 his ample Bag is ftoi'd wiih afiive Juice, 
Which can witJi Eafc fubduc, with Eire unbind 
Admitted Mcau of ev'^ diff'tem Kind. 
This pow'iful Fctmeiu mingling with llie Faitfj 
The leven'd Mafs lo milky Chyle converts. 
The Stomach's Fibies this concodcd Food 
B/ ihcii Conliafiioii's gentle Foicc exclude)^ 
Which by ihe Mouth on the lighi: Side dcfcendi 
Tliio' tSiz wide Fafi, which from ihxi Mouibde- 

Jn ii! Ttogteffion fooa the laboiit'd Chyle 
ReteivcE i:h«-£oiilluent n.ilU ol bitrei llilCi 
Which by ihe Livci fever* 
Aod ftii/iog thia' 
Their yellow Si reams. 

The complicated Glaads, io vjiioi's Kivki 
DifpOE'd along die Bcijjhb'iing Cbanucl'i Sni 
ty cfinllant ivcepiDg mix ibcll watiy Sioie 
V ith Ihe Cbyje's Cuiient, and dilute ir moie. 
Th' inttftiac ao&di infleQed ind inclta'd 
III vuiuu) Cenwlutioas tutu and wind, 
7 hat chcfe Mcandecs mv/ (he Fiagitls JIajr, 
Andchcdefccnding Chyle by this Deligr 
4>V.ciiro' the milky VeiTcli find it) luff 



lent iMiis oi Diitci uiici 
1 fever'd fttim the Blood, 7 
thcGall-pipc, hcie unload > 
Qs, motccoiofine iheFlood.3 

>Baidet(> 

lie 

moie. 
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Who&4iij(le Moiichj^ iii< targe Ch'janersSiilea 
Suck in tlic Flood, and drink tito- cheering Tide. 
_ There num'ioui Veins, fucli Is iliecuiioui Fiimc, 
K«c«ive cliC pure inlinuaring StKim f 
Sue no coctupi or dreggy Faits adnilt^ 
To foim tlie Blood, oi feed tlic Limbs unSc. 
Th'lnteniue fpiiil Fibres ihcfe pcoiiirds, 
And iioca lIic winding lubes uc Icagtli ucludck 

Ofafetre, thefe fiQall Canals conrpiieto make 
Wilh all ilidt Ticjiiiic one capacious Lilie, 
Wbofe common Receptacle cateitaini 
Th'EiDiMd Stieams of all the Laareal Veins. 
Hiclici the K,iUs of Water arc coBvey'd 
la cuiiaiu Aqu^dufls by Nature laid 
To csuj all the linlfid Humour Qcjlu'd 
And fpnn tiic Blood divided by [tie Gl4iid j 
Vbieh mingling Cucr'rits Mfirh U.t inillty Juice 
Makejjt moie apt to ilo*, mine fii for Ule. < 

Tltefe Llquoio. which i'm wide Rirceivec Rllt' , | Jj 
Trepai'd vitlt Laboui, and teim'd \ihi UcHI. fl 
Another Courfe to dfftdiit Paid begin, ^3 

Thco' B.o:ids iliai ftrcrch along the Back widiioa 
This urefiU Channel, lately kjiowu afccnds. 
And in the Vein oear che left ^OLldec ends ; 
Which thete uoloads ics Wealth, that with ilie 

KoW ^wt ia one incorpoiated Flood. 
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Soon by the Vein 'tis to the Heart conv€y'd» 
And is by thiit Elaftick Engine play'd 
Into the Luogs, whence, as defciib'd befoie^ 
ItonwaidTprings, and makes the wondious Tooti 

Now all the Banks the branching Rivei lavcs 
U'ith dancing Streams, and animated Waves j 
Kew f.oxid Honouis and gay Youth be[lows> 
Dialling vital Vigoui, where it flows 3 
Supplies frefh Spirits to the living Frame, 
And kindles in the Eyes a brighter Flame. 
Mufclcs impaired receive new fibrous Thready 
And ev'ry Bone is witli rich Marrow fed: 
Nati-.re revives, cheerM with the wealthy Tide, 
And Life icgaPddifplays its purple Pride. 

But how tiie wondrous Diftribution*s made, 
Kow to each Part its proper Food convey'd i 
How fibrous Strings for Nourilhment arc wrought « 
By what Conveyance to tlic Mufclcs brouglit j 
How rangM for Motion, iiow for Beauty mix'd ^ 
With vital Cement how th'Extreams are lix'di 
How t'lcy a;;rcc in various Ways to join. 
In a traufvcifc, a Ihaig it, or crooked Line ; 
Here k'ft in Wonder we adoring Ihuid, 
With Rapture own the wife Dire :1c r's Hand, 
Who Nature madc/iud doe:» hex Works counuaud. 



Let 
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LcL ui ho'.vi'ci tticThcmc Ai iji puilue, 
As Uatn'AObleivcnlCiiow, oi thiok lUc^ do.' 

Mixt u'ich the Qluod in the Oune siicltng T. 
The Rills niniitioi's ihio' the Veflels gHdc : • 

Thofc Pifes ftHl leff'ning is ihey fuiritei pafs, 
ILeUid nbe Fiogicfi of ibe llowiag M^s. 
Tlic Glzaii, Lhat Natuie o'er the Sody Ijiieads 
All aictiil Knots i^f vaiioiu hatlaw llinfWi , 
Wliich LjniplixduAs, aa Ait'iy, Keivc and Vcfa 
Inyojv'd Liud clofe logetbet waund coniaiDt 
Make yet (lie MdtioQ of ihc Strea.aK mote flow, 
Whieh iliio' thole Maies i]itiica[_e mull flow. 
And bfiiue it comc! die ioteriupted Blood 
Diftends its Chjnncls with its fuelling Flood. 
Th.-re Channels tui^id with ih-obftiuc\t.l Tide » 
SiietclitbGitfmuUHolcs, uadinakc-ibeuMeJhes^ 
wide, r 

Sy skiifiil rt;ituie pieic'd on ev'cy Side. J 

Me^n time ilie Uboui'dCbyle pervades thcFoic* 
IB *H th' atletiil perforated Siioies. 
The ligiiid Food, wbicK ihio' mere Pafles ftiiret. 
To cv'tjr Pitt JLift Kcpaiaiion gives; 
Thid^ ^Ici of vsiious Figures vuious Juice 
(jilittinte^ to fetve fat N^tutcs Ufe. 
See, foftet fibres to the Flea ate fent, 
Wbiic the ibia Mciubi^iie liau Sciiags augment. 
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The toogh and ftcong aie on the Sinews laid* I 
And to the Bones the harder are conycy'd. I 

But what the Mafs nutiitious does divide> I 

To diflf'ient Parts the different Portions guides I 
What makes them aptly to the Limbs adhere. 
In Youth increaie them, and in Age repair. 
The deepeR Search could never y« declaj;e. 

Nor icCs Contrivance, nor lefs curious Ait 
Surprize, and pleafe in ev*ry other Part. 
Scc> how the Nerves with equal Wifdom madCj 
Arifing from the tender Brain, pervade 
And fccrct pafs in Pairs the cIiannellM Bozie» 
And thence advance thio' Paths and Koads un- 
known. 
FormM of the fincft complicated Thread, 
Thcfc numerous Cords arc thro* the Body fpxead. 
A thouf.irxd Branches from each Trunk they €tad» 
Some to the Limbs, feme to the Bowels tend. 
Part in ftrait Lines, part in Tranfverfe arc founds 
One forms a Crooked Figure, one a R^ound. 
The E. ia;:> tlicfc embrace in fpiraJ Strings, 
Thofc cia.^ Lrt* arterial Tubes in tender Rings: 
The Tendons feme compared clofc produce* 
And feme ciiia fibres for the Skin difiufe. 

Thefc fubtle Channelsi fuch is ev'ry Nerve, 
For vital Functions, ScaTc* and Motion fcive. 

In. 



I 
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Included Spitiis tbto' their fecict Road 
Fafilo ^ad fro, as iliia' the Veins tlie DIootL 
Some ro the aeax advancing lake ihcii way, ' 
Which moTC and mike the beating HitTcle {lay. 
Part to the Spleen, part lo the Live* go, . 
Thefe to (he Ltings, tJiolc lo the Stamacb flow. 
They liclp to labouE and couco^ the Food, 
Kcfiae the Chyle, and animate the Blood: 
Exalt the Feimenis, and the Siraioets i\d, 
Thn^f * conftnnc Separatiou made. 
They may a due Occonomy Biamiain, 
Eiclude (lie noiLioua P«ti, ilie good terain. 

let we thefe woudtous FUBftiow iie'et pe(- 

Funflions, by which we move, by whidi we live i 
UOcoaftjous we ihcfe Motions cevei heed, 
Whelhei ihey eii, oi by juft Laws ptoceed. 

But other Spirits goTetn'd by the Will 
Shoot thra' theit Trucks, and dtSam MuTdes £11* 
This Sov'iaign by bis atbitracy Nod 
Keftiaia)> oi Cetids his Minifteti nbioad. 
Swift and obedient lo kis high Commanif, 
They ftir a Fingei, or they lift a Handi 
They tone our Voices, oi tliey-moifeoui Eye*j. 
By ibefe «« walk, oi fiom the Gronod aiife: 



it 
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Conliaa a Limb al 

Aod iho' thcfc Spicits, which obfequioul ga, fMj 

Know HOI ihc Paths, t1iio' wbich they tea4j SoW 

Koi can out Mind mftiufl them in [tieii W*fi, 

Of aU iheit Roads as rgnouDC, as [hex i 

Tel reldom erring they aiiain theii End, 

r -iad [la^^ ibat fingle Pai 

r VngUded ihey a juft DJftinftion make, 

' This Mufcle fwell, and leive tV.c olhet: 

And wheu.tbeii force tbis Limb 

Oui Aill thcMcafutc of th;<t Faic< 

^.■•'Thc ■'piiits which difknd ihcm, as wc pli 

Efcii tbcir P<Jw'i, 01 fiom thcii Duty 

Thcfc OLit-guwds of the Mind atE Ct 
ilAnd ftill puicilliiig beai liic neighb'iiiij II 
: Fatts remote obedient fly, 
BKeep Foils advanc'd, aod on ihe FioBtiei Ij^ 
£^he watclifiil CcntineU at eViy Gate, 
ev'ty faffage to the Senfes «ait. 
II tuvel to and fio the Neivous may, 
id tb«ii; ImpteHIons to ilic Biain codvef,' 
hhcK their Report the Vital Envoys mike, 
1 new OiJcii aie commanded back, 
(s a (tilled Be^m of Light, ihey go, 
S'tm Faihs 10 diff'tcut Oi^tas 1o«>.'j 
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Whence tbey tefle£t a fwiftly to the Biain, 
Xoglve i[ Plcafute, ot to give it Fain. , \^ 

Tbua hits the Miife a dating Wing difplay'd, 
Thio' tiaclderi Skies ambitio^^s Flight cflay'di 
To ling the WoiiderJ of the HLimau FiWnei 
But oh ! bewails hei wcik, aneriual Flaaw. 
le skilful MafUts of Jkr«lhi.n'i Race, 
Wlu) J'UDie's miTf latiicacies tiite, 
And! TO fublimei SpUcies of Knowledge tife 
By awnag'd Fiie, and laie-invcnicd tyes -, 
Tell, how your Seaich has here eluded been, 
How ofi amiz'd and laviHi'd yon have feen 
The Coiidu^, PiLidencs. and ftupeodous Act, 
And Maftei-ftiokcs In each Mechanic Tart. 
Tell, wSat delightful M/fteries remain 
Vflfiuigi wiiicli my infeiioi Voice difdain. 

Who tan ihis Field of Miiac!«s fuivey, _ J 

And. not with GJia all in Rapiuie I jy, J" 

. ffriff'**" Cod, Adoie tuBi] sod Obey I J 
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TheARGUI\IENT. 
■ f^ifjii. JnmdnSiiiH, in linh^tl-m tf Khlg- 
* S|&t>mon'j^ Ironical Coair.-jfvjns tit tht 
Libertim.^ Tht Creator aJlerle4'frail^\ 
the Contemfii&in of jinintnU. '^ 
'\hiirSenf*of'Htmriitg,TaJlhg,^^ll^ 
Ung, and ejpttiully of Seemg. tif'^t 
wobler OfertUioHS of Animaii eoM^^ 

' ftrated farther from the Cantemff^^g 
■ tf Human "Underflanding, andtheP^r- 
feaions of the Mind. The yigour and- 
iwiftntfj if Thought. Simple Pereep- 
titit. KefieaidB. Qf the Jf£iiJ^, 



BookVIf. The ArgtrmctiN lof^ 
Power of Abjlraiii?fg, Vmih^, ani, J 
Separating Ideas. Of the facul^'% 
Reafeyiing, or deJticing one Propejitl- 
ottfrom two others. The Power ef 

*■ (i»wa« 'Vnderftawding in invenCing skil- 
ful H'orks, and in other Inflamti, Tha 
AlinU's fe If determining Pawer^ or 
&^eedein of Choict. Her Povjer efe- 
le^iug an Rnd,iindshiifii!gMfafM to at- 
tain that End. Vf cantralmg Q»r A^ 
fettles, rtjeiiing Pleafures, and ehn~ 
ftng Pain, lV»nt, and Death itfelf, in 
kops of Hajifinefsitf a dijlant unhoxua. 
State of Life. The ConelufoH, hiing 
« Jhort Recapitulation of the H'hole; 
with 4 Hymn to the Creator of the 



ff'orld. 




WHlLt;^ 







TboughikfE of AgCi and igno- 

»□[ of Fains : 
While from the Heait dch 
Scieams vriih Vigouifpriilg, 
Bmuid tlUo' iheii Roads, and daocc their Viul.t 

Ring, 
Anil Spiiiis, fmifb as Sun-bciims chio' ihe, Sklu, 
Dau ihro'ihy Nerves, and Tfaiklc in thy Ky^cf; 
WhiTe Naluic vriib full aciength rhj Siaens mat. 
Glows inthyChedo, aadciiumphsin liccCiuunu- 
InduJge lliy Initinas, uid inicoi on, Eafe 
Witii lavjfhmg Delight thy Scnlss pleafc. 



Since no bUck Clouds didionoai now the Skyj 
No Wiii4it but balmy genial Zephirs, fly, 
Eafiet embttk, and i* ih'laritiiiE Gale 
Thy Pendants lo off, and fptead iliy SiUc«ii fl 
Spaitivl advance on fJiarmi^s wanton TiJe J 
Tli»'flow-iy Seencj, diffus'd on zubti Sulf.J 




BooIiVIl; CREATION, zo; 

Sie how the floors the it painted Wiogs difplaf, 
ADddtdWiUkchainet'dDdvcs, tkc TmilingDiiyl 
SlMUibijglail Epiicg, whenaaive Feimems climby 
I l4iefe Manihs, tbc faiidt Fiegea}' of Timci 
' Tjic bll^tcft Fatu in tSi Dui^liou's Ttnio, 
' Ask ihce 10 Cdtc thy BUfs, mil ask in vainF 



Am- 



Aii4 wifely make tlie pst&^d BlelSiiES 

N«t fome fair Rivet, on leclini^ig Land, ■ 
MidJl Gioici and Foimtains let thy Fah^ Itut 
Let Ftmb Walls uniivall'ii Fomp difpliy, i 
And E'ldcd Tow'ii lefleft augmcnied Day, 
Lm Jiophjiy Pillan in liigh Rows uphott. ' 
The iiaic P.oof eniich'd witli Velw oTtioIdi: 
And tbe fail Cteatures of tbc Seulpio 
Xut p^ce thy Frflafc, md ihj Gaidin Put. • 
Here let the fcentfui Spoit* of opening IJaw'ii 
Kteath fiora iby Citioa Walks, and Jefmi 

Bow'is. 
Hifptritn Bloffoms in ihy ^Dofoia GueiU 
X-ec all -4r.iiia in ihy Gaimuits dwell- 
That coltly Eaniufts and deJiciouj Fenfii 
liny ciown thy Table to Kgide iliy GlcDs, 
RaoTadk ihe Hills, jjid cv'iy Suk and Woot^ 
Ihc Luke uopeofle, ajul dtlpoil the Clomt. ' 
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e eacli feaihti'd Lumry, that beats 

,_. .'ivc Ail, OS fiQia it) Clime Kiicaxt, ^ 

\^ by Hlicrnaie Tranfnii|ia( 
O'ci inccifoliDg Scat, iind changes Skies : 
Let sitful Cooks to mire tiieii K.dilh Acive^ 
With all the rpicy Taftes the Isd. 

While Wieath! of tkofes Kiuod tbf TeB]]to~| 

Eii;o)r ihe fpaikiing BlelEngs of ihc Viqpi 
Let the naim McS^r all iliy Veins inrpite. 
Solace ihy Heatt, and mire the Vital Fitc 

Nexiln the Channs of hcav'niy Mufickchect 
Thy Soul with Rapture lift'ning in ihy Eai. 
Let tuneful Chiefs ckcii ihcir Skill, xa SkOtr 
What anful Joys ftom manjg'd Sound caa Sow: 
Kow hear the melting Voice and iicmbliag Stiiozi 
Lei J'^fwi touct ttie Lyre, and Afiir^dnVa fing,' 

While wantoa Feriuent* fwcU thy glowii^ 

To the wiitoi PatGnn ^Ive the Oacken'd R.ciiu, 
Thy ga&g Eyes with blooming Biauty fcafl, 
Ii.cceive i'l Dait, and hug it in ihy Eienft, 
fiom Fiii to Fair with gay InconflMce love, 
Tifit tj'ij Sweti, and dor ^^Y ^"^ ""'' l^r<; 
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But midft thy bauodleli Joy, unbiidled Youthil 
Ecmbci flill this Ud, bui ceitaiu Tniih; 
i|t thou at Uft fcvetclj' muft accouni j 
II will ihy congefted Gilt amoual '. 

•Allow a God; he mud oui Deed»rcgardi 
A KishtcoLis Judge mnfl i>uiiilh and lewiiid: 
lec that he rceis no high Tiibimil hue 
Impsicial Jufiicc to difpenft, a cicai. 
Bis Sword unpuniUi'd Cilmtrtali dclic, 
NOE b; hie Tliundcc doc» the Tf lant die : 
While Heav'n'sAdorets,pielt wicb Warn andFiiui, 
Theii unreiviiriled Innocence maintain. 
See bis K'g'nr Hand he unextended keCfs, 
Tho' long provok'd, th' unaAive Vengeance flcEfl, 

Hence we a World fucceediDg this, infei, > 
Wiiete he hjs JuQice will aflelt; piepace > 

To fiacd aiiaign d bcfoie his aivl'u! Sat. j 

Where wilt thou hide thy ignomuilous Hcadi 
Shudi'ring wicb Hoiror whai hi& thou to plead? 
Defpairing Wretch, hell iiown Ihee fiom his 



And b; his Wrath will make his Bel 
Yet moie B.eligion's Empire to fupp 
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Let fieiogs with Attention be ieview*d. 
Which, not alone with vital Fowez enduM, 
Can niove themfelvesi can OiganizM peiceive 
The vaiious Strokes, which various Ob j e^ gir^ 
By Laws Mechanic can Lucretiui tell 
How living Creatures fee, or hear, or fmellJ 
How is the Image to the ScnCc conveyed? 
On the tun'd Organ how the Impulfe made? 
How, and by wliich more noL^c Fan the Braiit. 
Perceives th* Idea, can^i.cir Schools explain 2: 
'ris clear, in that Superior Seat alone 
The Judge of Obje^i$ has her fccrct Throne* 
Since, a Limb fewr'd by the wounding Stcela. 
We ftill may Pain, as in that Member, fecL, 

Mark how the Spirits watchful in the Eat 
Seize undulating Sounds, and catch the vocal Ail# 
Obferve how others, that the Tongue p^ifefs. 
Which Salts of various Shape and Size impiefs^. 
Prom their afFe^ed Fibres upward dart. 
And dilPrent Taftes by diff'rent Strokes impair. 
Remark, how thole, which in the Noftxil dwdlt 
That artful Organ deftin'd for the Smell, 
By Vapours raov'd their Faflagc upward takCj 
And Scents unpleafant or delightful make. 

If in the Tongue, the Noftril and the Ear, 
KTo Skill; no Wirdom> no DcH^n appear, 

fscrir 
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LucretUru, next legard the cuxlous Eye, 
Can you no Ait, no Piudence there defcryT 
By youi Mechanic Fiinciples in vaia 
^he Senfe of Sight you laboui to explain* 
Tou fay, from all the Objefts of the Eye, 
Thin colouiM Shapes uninteriupted fly : 
As wandiiog Ghofts, fb ancient Boetsfeign» 
Skim thro' the Air, and fwcep th* Infernal Plaini 
So thefe light Figures xoam by Day and Night> 
But undifcovci'd, 'tillbctray'd by Light;: 

Bm can corporeal Forms with fo nmch Eafe 
JMeet in their Flight a thoufand Images, 
And yet no Conflid, no Colliilve Force 
JSieak their thin Texture, and difturb their, Courfe^ 
IX^hat fix'd their Parts^ and made thexxi fo coheie^. 
That they the Pifturc of the Objea wear? 
What is the Shape, that from- a Body flies? 
What moves, what propagates, what multplies. 
And paints one Image in a thoufand Eyes } 
When to the Eye the crowding Figiiies pafs ^ 
How in a Point can ail poli u a Pince, ff'-k^ \ 

And lye difiinguiihM in'i'uc i liartow S^ace? 3^, ^ 
Since all Fieccption in the Br^in :s madei 



(Tho' where and how wa« jjever yet difpfif!fl[, J 

And fince fo great a diftancc lies between ^ -^ 
I3w £ye-bsai» aadl the.Seat of Scofc within, . 
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While lathp Eye th* arrcftcd 0\ii^A ^^ys 
Tell what th' Idea to. the Brain ^onircysf 

You fay, the SpicC^ in the Optick lVexFe> 
MovM by the intercepted Image, ferve 
To bear th' ImprefHon to the. Brain, and g^^^^ 
The Stroke^ by which the Obje£^ we ^ezceiv^.^ 

Ho#4pes.the Brain touchM' with a difPient' 
Stroke 
The Whale diftinguiih from the MarbAe Kock^j 
Xrenounce Thh^ Tree a Cedar, That an Oak 2 
Can Spirits weak or ftronger Blows ezpzefi. 
One Body Greater auij^ another Lefs? 
liow do they make us Space and Diftance know I 
At once dilVia^ atboufaad Obje^ls itiow 2 

r 

Lucfiti '»/, now pioceed s contemplate all 
The nobler Af^ions of the Animal, 
Which Inftiiia fome, fbnie iower Reafon call.^ 
. S)^, what Contexture did by Chance arrive, 
^i^'^hich to Brute Creaturcs^did that Inftiuft give 
Whence they at Sight difcern and dread their Fo^ 
Th||iCtff^od difiinguiih, and their Fhyiick know } 
Bj^ wliich the Lyon letzns to hunt his Prey, 
^;And the weak Herd to fear and fly away 5 
The Birds contrive Inimitable Ncfts, 
And Dens axe haunted by the Foxrcft Beafts^ 

Wbeacf 
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Whence fome in Subteiianean Dwellings hide, 
Thefe in the Rocks, and thofe in Woods abide; 
Whence tim'ious Beafis thio* Hills and Lawns 

puifu'd. 
By artful Shifts the lav^ning Foe elude. 

What vaiious Wonders may Obfervers fee 
In a fmali Infe^ the fiigacious Bee ! 
Mark how the little untaught Builders fqoare 
Their Rooms, and in the Dark their Lodgings leer \ 
Nature's Mechanicks they unwearied flrive. 
And fill with curious Labyrinths the Hive. 
See, what bright Strokes of Atchite&ure ihine 
Thro' the wJiole Frame, what Beautyi what Deiign ! 
Each odoriferous Cell, and waien Tow'r, 
The yellow Pillage of the rifled Flow'x. 
Has twice three Sides^ the only FiguM fit 
To which the Laborers may their Stores commit 
Without the Lofs of Matter, or of Room, 
I^ all the wondrous Scrufture of the Comb. 
Next view, Speftator, with admiring Eyes, 
In what jud Order all th' Apartments rife \ 
So regular their equal Sides cohere, 
Th' adapted Angles fe each other bear. 
That by Mechanic Rules refin'd and bold 
They arc at once upheld) at once uphold. 
Docs not this SkiUcv'n vye with Reafon's Reach? 

Can Euclid more, can more ValUdio teach? 

Each 
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•Each vetdant Hill th' inHuftrious Chymifts cllmb> 
-^Eztca£fc the Riches of the blooming Thyme* 
A»d prondent of Winter long befbxe, 
They ftock thelt CaVes, and hoazd their flowij 

Store. 
<In Peace they rule their State with prudent Carci 
Wifely defend, or wage ofieafive War. 
Mur; thefe Wonders ofiWd to his Thought^ 
Felt his^known Ardor, and the Capture caught; 
IFhea rais'd his Voice, aad in Immortal Lays 
Pidy high as HeaT*a7 the Infeft Nation raife. 



A If, Bficumtf this irhole artful Frame 

•Does iiet z-^Mc CtatoA Hand ptoclalnf; 

T-^ To Tiew tBlb Intellednal World advance s 

It this the CfeBttue.COO of Fate or Chance K 
^Mb on it felf thy ^God-lfte Keafon*s Kay, 

i,y. Thy Mind contcitipl^ and its Powers fuivey, 

(>• What high Pcrftftions grate the human Minl|^ 

-SiiFleih imprifonM, and to Earth confin*d! 

.^ What Vigour has ihe? What a piercing Sight? 

Strong as the Winds, and fpiightly as the Light I 

ifi She moves unweary*d, as the aftiye Fiie, 

And, lilce the Flame, her Flights to Hear'n afpirc. 
3y Day her Thoughts in nevcr-ceafing Streams 
^lo w clear,by Night they ftrive in troubledDieamf* 

She 
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She draws ten thoofaodLaiidrciiapesia the.BMLn, 
i of aiiy Forms aa endlefj Train, 
all ittt latelleBual Sccuci prepare, 
: by vitas the Stage, and difappcat. 
To the remoiet actions of the Sky 
Her fwift-wiog'd Thought can in a Momcni fljrj 
Climb CO ihe Heights of Heav'n, to bcemployd 
viewing thence th' iBtcmuoable Voi«L 
, look bejoad the Stream of Time, ic fee 
t^agnant Ocean of Eicmii;. 
ughts in an loftant ihio* tbe Zodiack nui, 
A Tear's long ]ournc]r foi the lab'ting Sun : 
Tfam down they ilioot, as fwilt as darting Light, 
Hoi can oppormg Cloud* retard tbeit Flight : 
Thro' Subieitniiean Vai^lti with Eafe they fweep^ 
And feaich tbe hidden WDndBUof the Deep. 



.■When Man *iih B.oafoa dignify'd is borii, 
-Ko Images his naked &£iiid adorn: 
Ko Sciences or Ails enricli his Brain. 
Mot Fancy yet dilpiiyi liei piftui'd Train. 
I He no lunate Ideas can difccrn 

Of Knowkdge deftitute, tho' apt to 1e 
Our Inlellcftua], like the Body's Eye, 
WiiLia in the Womb, no ObjcS can defciys " 

I Tim is difpoi'd to entertain tbe Light 
^i ludge Eil'Tfaiogs »hes oflci'd to 
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tVhcn Objeds thro' [he Senfes FafTjgc gajn. 
And £11 with venous Iniag'i]' the Biain, 
Th' Ideas, vfhich th« Mind does tlience peicciv(^ 
To Think and Know rhe fiiQ Occalloii give. 
Did die not ulc the SenTcs MiuiHij, -y 

Koi cvct Taiie, or Smell, or Hciir, ot See, S 
CouM fliepoJleft of Pow'i perceptive lie? \ 

Vcaches, who fightlefs ini« Being came. 
Of Liglii 01 Coloui DO Idea fume. 
Then grant a Man bis Being Jid commeace, 
Dcnj'ii bx Natutc each encinal Scnfc. 
Tfaefe Torts uuopen'd, diffident we gtieCs, 
Th' uDconfcious Soul no Image could paSCtCa. 
Tho' what in fuch a Stale the leftlefs Traia 
Of Spitiis vould pioduce, ue asit in vain. 
The Mind pioceedfc. and to tLeUcfiron goo, 
fercelrei ihe doe« Petceive. aiidlcnous QieKnom 
Kevicwi hetAdi, 3D>d doesftDtntheace coBcladc 
She is with R.e»rou and with Choice endu'd. 

From Individuals of dlftinguilh'd Kiiid> 

Sy het abftinfliug Faculty, -the Miud 
rrecifefj General Nattues can conceive. 
And Bitth to Notiont UniTCtfal give. 
The vaiiooa Modes of Things difliaSly Biowt ' 
A puie Refpea, a nice Relwion knows. V 

Asd fees whence cxch RcfpeS and each ».ela-i 
tion flons. * 
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By bee abfiriAing Fow'i: in Fieces takes 

The Mutr and Compound Whole, which Natuie 

On Ob|c£ls of the Senfes Ae icSaes, -f 

Beings by Ninue fcpicaTcd jojas, > 

And TcTcis Clialitiei, which that combines. 3 
TheMindftom Tilings tcpugiiant, fomeRefpeits 
In which theii Matuies ate alike, leleSs, 
And can fome Diflcience and Unlikfnefj ke. 
In Things, which Teem entirely to agrees 
She does Dift'mguiHi heie, and theie Unite, 

■ The Muik of Judgment Th»t, and Tliii of Wit, 

As Ibe can leckon, fep'iace and eompaie, "7 
ConcetTC what Order. B-uk, Fioportioa ate, > 
So from one Thought Ihe ftill can more inftr. J 
Masiin from Muim can by force, cxprefi, 
And make difcover'd Trmhs aflociare Truths con- 

fcfs. 
On plain Foimdatioas, which our Reafbn lays, 

■ She can flupcndous Frames of Science talfc: 
Notion on Notion built will low'iiug rife, 

' Till th' Intelledual Fabridu teach the Skies. 

The Uathematic Axiomi, whicli appeu O 

. By Scientific DemDofttaiion clear, ^ 

The Mafler Builders on two Pillars reet. 3 

j ttom two plain Ftoblcmi by laboriout Thought 
[is all the wondrous Superiiiuftitre nrought. 
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The Soul, as rocntioa'd, can her telp^-^/- 
Bf A£Is leflez can view her Ads dii^cli 
A Task too haid for Sccfe, foi eho' ^he f - 

4 

Its own leficftcd Image can dcfczy. 

Yet it ne'ei faw the Sight, by which it fcc^ 

Viiion affoxds no colouz'd .lougcs. ^ 

The Mind's Tiibunal can Kcpoits lejefb 
Madq by the Senfes, and theii Faults coxteft. 
The Magnitude of diftant Stars it knows. 
Which erxing Senfe, zs twinkling Tapeis* ihows 
Clocked the Shape oux cheated Eye believes. 
Which thxo' a double Medium it xecciFCs; 
Supeciox Mind does a tight Judgment make, 
Dcdaxes it ftxait, and mends the£ye*s M^ftyirft 

Where dwells this Sovereign Azbitxary Soiil,, 
Which does the human Animal coAtzoyl, 
Infomi each Fart, and agitate the whole) 
0*cz Minifiexial Senfes does pieGde* 
To ail their various Provinces divide, 

lach Member move, and ev'cy Motion guide. ^ 
Which by her fccrct uncontefted Nod 
Her Meflengeis the Spirits fends abroad, 
Thro'ev'ry nervous Pafs, and ev'ry vital Rotd.' 
To fetch ftom cv'ry diftant Part a Train, 
Of outward Objefts to enrich the Sraiu. 

Where 
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Where fits this bright Intelligence entbron'd. 
With numbeilefs Ideas ^oufd around ? 
Where Wifdom, Prudence, Contemplation ftand. 
And bu(ie Fantoms watch her high Command i 
Where Sciences and Arts in order wait> 
And Truths Divine corapofe ker Godlike StatOb 
Can the difle&ing Steel the Brain difplay. 
And the auguft Apartment open lay, 
Where this great Queen ftill chufes to lefide 
In Intelledaal Fomp, and bright Ideal Pdde? 
Or can the Eye aflifted by the GlaTs 
Difcern the ftrait, but hofpitable Place* 
In which ten thoufand Images remain. 
Without Confiiiion, and theix Rank maintalA? 

How does this w5ndious Principle of Thought 
Perceive tht Objeft by the Senfes brought? 
What Philtffophic Builder wUl efiay 
By Rules Mechanic to unfold. the way 
How a Machine muft be difpd5'HM| thint^ 
Ideas how to frame, and how to ImK? 
Tell us, Lucfttimsy Efimrm, tell. 
And you in Wit unrivalM iball excel. 
How thro' the outward Senfe the ObjcA Slts^ 
How in the Soul hec Images atiie. 
What Thinking, what Perception is, explain ; 
What aU the airy Creatures of the Brain $ 

L 2 How 
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How to the Mind a Thought rcflcdcd goes* 
AvA how the confcious Engine knows it ICnows. 

The Mind a thoufand skilful Wodcs can fiame, 
Can form deep Fioje^s to piocuie hex Aim. 
-Meichants foi Eailetn Pearl and Golden Oai 
To crofs the Mnin, and reach the Indium Shore, 
Prepare the floating Ship, and fpxead the Sail, ' 
To catch the Impulfe of the breathing Gale. 
Warriors in framing Schemes their Wifdom iboW} 
To dtfappoint, or circumvent the Foe. 
Th' ambitious Statefman labours darkDefigns, 
Now open Force employs, now ondexoiiiies : 
By Paths direft bis End he now purfuesy 
By fide appOaches now» and flanttng views. 

See, how xefiftlefs Orators pexfwade, 
■ Draw out their Forces, and the Heart invade: 
Touch ev'ry Spring and Movement of the SouI» 
This Appetite excite, and That conttouL 
Their pow'rfiil Voice can flying Troops aixeftt 
Confirm the weak, and melt th' obdaxate Bxetft 
Chace from the Sad their mcIancfaoUy Aix» 
Sooth Difcontent, and folace anxious Care. 
* When thceat'ninif Tides of Rage and Anger xiH 
Ufurp the Throne, and Keafon's Sway defpiie, 
When in the Seats of Life this Tempeft reigns. 
Beats thro* the Heart, and drives along the Veins 
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See, Eloquence with Fozce peifwaiive binds . 
The leftlefs Waves, and charms the waning Windt : 
Refiftlcfs bids tumultaous Upioax ceafe, 
l^ccals the Calm, and gives the Bofom Peace. 

Did not the Mind, on heav'nly J07 intent, 
The yaiioos Kinds of Harmony invent } 
She the Theoibo, ihe the Viol found. 
And all the moving Melody of Sound. 
She gave to breaching Tubes a Fow^r unknown^ 
To fpeak infpti'd with Accents not their own. 
Taught tuneful Sons of Muiic how to fing. 
How by Vibrations of th' extended String, , 
And managM Impulfe x)n the fuflF^xiog Air, 
T' extort the Kapture^ and ddight the Eat. 

Seei how Celeftial Keafon does command 
The ready Pencil in the Paintefs Hands 
V^hofe Strokes affe^ with Nature's felf to vy. 
And with falfe Life amule the doubtliil Eye. 
Behold the ftrong Emotions of the Mind 
Exerted in the Eyes, and in the Face defign*d. 
Such is the Arti&*i wondrous Pow*r, that we 
£v*n piCbirM Souls, and coloured Fadions fee. 
Where without Words (peculiar Eloquence) 
The buiie Figures fpeak their various Senfe. 
What living Face does more Diftrcft or Woe, ^ 
More finifliM Shame, Confufion, Horror know, *> 
Than what the Mafters of the Pencil dow ? ^ 



Ill CREATION. BookVIf. 

Mean time the Chizel with the Pencil vies » 
The 5ifter Aits difpute the doiibtfiil Pcize. 
Axe htunan LimbS) cv'n in theii vital State, 1 
More juil and ftrong, moie fiee and delicate, >> 
Than BtunorttA^s curious Tools create ? J 

He to the Rock can vital Inftinds give> 
Which thus transformed can rage, rej«ice or grievCi 
His skilfiil Hand does Marble Veins infpixe 
Now with the Lover's, now the Hero's Fire. 
So well th' imagined Adors play their Fart» 
The filent Hypocrites fuch Pow'r exert, 
That PadioQS) which they feel not> they beftow, 
Afiight us with their Fear, and melt us withtheix 

Woe. 
There Ni^he leans weeping on her Arm». . 
How her fad Looks, and beauteous Sorrow chaxm \ 
See, here a Vtnus Coft in P^um Stone, 
A TalUt there to ancient Fables known s 
That from the Rock arofe, not ftom the Msun» 
This not fiom J$vi*s, but from the Sculptors 

Brain. 

Admire the Carver^s fertile Energy, 
With ravifli'd Eyes his happy Off-fpring fee. 
What beauteous Figures by th* unrival'd Art 
Of Britijb Gibhns from the Cedar fiart? 
He makes that Tree imnative Charms aiTume^ 
Ufurp gay Hoaouis> and another's Bloom. 

The 
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The fuioui FmliJ, wbicli tiiSeieat Climaics bear^'^ 
And all the Fiidc the S'teldi and Gjidcas wc 
While fiom unjuicj- Limbi without a Root 
Kgw Buds dcvis'd, and le>ify Eiaachcs Sbaoi, 

As human Kind can by ia Aft diccQ 
Tnceive and Know, (ben Reafoii and Rcflca; 
So ihe Self-moiing Spring has Powei to Chufe> 
Thefe Methods to Kjeft, and Thofi to ufe. 
She can dcligo and piofecute an End, 
Exeit hei Vigout, oi hct Afi fufpciid. ' 
fiee fiam the Infults of all foreign Power, 
She docs hec Godlike Libeny fccucc : 
Hu B^bt and high Fieiogative maiotain;, 
iBfatlcoiof ihe Yoke, and fcorni coetcivc Chain; 
She tan bet any Ti;iin of Fotmi ittsbjnd. 
And raakei nen Levees al hci own CoiDmaod, 
O'e: hei.Ideaj Sovereign flic preCdes, 
At Pieafure Thefc unites, and Thofc divides. 

The ready Fhamomes at her Nod advancci 
And foim the bufic Iniellenual Dance : 
While hei flic Scenes to vaiy. or fnpfly. 
She ItDglu out fie laiigcs, chat lye 
In Memoiy'i B-ecoidi, wbich faithlbl bold 
Objeds tsimenrc in fcciei Marks inioU'd, 
Thcilecping Foittti at bet Conunind awake, 
And now letuin, uid nowtheii Ccllf foiTahci 
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On adiive Fancy's ctowded Theater» 
As /be dicefis, they life or difappeax. 

Objeds, which thro* the Senfes make theiz Way, 
And juft Impicflions to the Soul conveyt 
Give her Occafion fiift hex felf to move> 
And to exert hei Hatxed, or her Love. 
Ideas, vliich to fomc impuliive (eeiti, 
A€t not upon the Mind, but That on theto. 
when (he to foreign Objefts Audience givcf» 
Their Strokes and Motions in the Bnin peiceiyctt 
As thefe Perceptions we Ideas name» 
From her own Fow*x and a^ve Nature cam^ 
So when difcexn'd by Intelleftual Light, 
Uec ielf hex various Paflions does excite. 
To 111 hex Hate, to G«od her Appetite : 
To flmn the fixft, the lattex to procure. 
She chufes Means by free Ele^ve Pow*x. 
She can their various Habitudes fuxvey. 
Debate their Fitncfs, and their Merit weigh. 
And while the Means fuggefted (he compaxea^ 
She to the Bav als This ox That ptefexs. 

By hex fuperior Pow*x the Keas^ning Soul 
Can each reluftant Appetite coauoul : 
Can ev*iy Paffion xule> and er*ry Senfe, 
Change Nature's Cooxfe, and with hex Laws <f 
fpeofex 

€ 
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Otti Breathing to prevent, ihe can arreft 
irh* Exteniion, or Contra£kion of the Breaft : 
U^hen pain*d with Hunger we can Food refufe* 
And wholefome Abftinence, or Famine chufe. 
Can the wild Beaft his Infiin£C difobey. 
And from his Jaws releafe the Captive Piey i 
Or hungry Herds on verdant Faihixes lye . 
Mlndlefs to eat, and refolute to die? 
With Heat expiring, can the panting Hart 
Patient of Thirfi from the cool Scream depart i 
Can Brutes at Will imprifonM Breath detain ? 
Torment prefer to Eafe, and Life difdain^ 

From all Reftraint, from all Compulfion fiee, . 
Unforced, and unneceiHtated, we 
Our felves determine, and our Freedom prove. 
When This we fly, and to That Obje^ move. 
Had not the Mind a Pow'r to will and chufe, 
One Objeft to embrace, and one refiife s 
Could ihe not ad, or not her A€t fufpend«. 
As it obftrufted, or advanc*d her Ends 
Virtue and Vice were Names, without t Caufe, 
This would not Hate defetve, noc That Applaufc. 
Ju^ce in vain has high Tribonals reer'd. 
Whom can her Sentence puniihs whom reward^ 
If impious Children ihoold their Father kill. 
Can they be wicked, when they ct&not Willi t 
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2i6. rC^it 'E4TiaN. Book MVL. 

When only Caofes fbieiga tnd aarcea. :' 

Stiike mish tefiftiefs Foice the Sp4ngs 1<$tlun» ( 
Whence In^fic fiD&iAc hUn ajii Motiion ^ ^ ^ 



tv 
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Aie Vapoliis gairt]r« wluch ^'Vintage blaft! 
Aze Stbans pxcftdb^d, wUch laf tke Foieft'wafte? 
Why lies ifti'Wxitch.then todxiu'd on tbclVheclf 
If foxc'd to Tteafon, ox compelTd to fenl i 
Why does the Wnuiot, by ftuf^ofii Fate 
With Ladltels cxown*d,and*cladin Kobes of St«te»- 
la Txlumph tide amidft the gazing Thcong 
Deaf with Applauies, and the Poet's Sopg^i 
Xf the- Viftonoas^ hat thrFtnte Machina 
Did onif 'wlbtths IncfVtt)AEle wins 
And no wile Choice or Vigilance has iliown» 
Mof'd by afatal Impiiire> not his own i 

8hon;ld Trains of Jttomes human S^nfe iiopel; 
Tbo* not fo £efce, (6 fttong, fe Tifible 
AS $Mka armfd, and do not Men atiefl: 
WitkClnbs upheld and Daggers at thdt Bitfi^ 
<9i$ Means Can^ulfive are not plainer ihown, ' 
When ILiiflSans- drirei orConqa'xoxi drag us on: 
As much we*8e fotcM, when by an Atome^sSWaj* 
Contronrd) as when a Tynint^e obey: 
A^Mi by whatever Canfe conftrain'd to z6t. 
We Aeiit no Rcwasd} no Gnilt contxaj^. 

Out 
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Oin Mind of Rulers feci a confcious Awci 
B-evcics theii Julticc, an4 icgaidi th«U Law. 
She KeAiludc, and Deviatioa kuowi, 
That Viccfiom onCi fiont Ooc chKt Viitue floHS. 
Of thefc ac feels unlike Effcai ulihio, 
From Virtue Flcifoie, undHemolfe from Sin. 
Hopes of a Juft Rtwatd by That iie fed, 
■By This of Wmh Vindiflive fccret dead. 
Tlic Mind, whicti thus can Rules af Duty Icim, 
Can Right fioni Wiong, and Good fiom 111 di- 

fcein. 
Which the aacp Stiolcc of Juftice to pcevent 
Can Sliame eiptefs, can giieje, lefleft, icptm j 
From Fate or Cti»nce hec Rife caa never draw, 
Thofc Oiifcs know not Virtue, Vice, oi law. 

She can a Life fuceccding this conceive. 
Of Blifs or Woe an eiidlefs State believe. 
Dreadiog the [uH and univcifal Doom, 
And aw'd liy Icais of Puniliineni lo come. 
By Hopes elicited of a glotJousCrawji, 
And cenaJD Flcafuics in a Woild unknown i 
She can the fond Dcfucj of Senfe iclliaia. 
KeoouDce Dclighi, and chufc Diltu-fs and Faia ^^^H 
\ Can lulh on Danger, can Deftiuaian face, '"^^^^ 
L Jojfiil relinquifli Life, and Death embrace: '4^^^l 
^^Jlu va aHliaed Vinue caik adhere, ^^^H 

^^^■LCliaius and Waitf to piofp'roiu Cuili pfefcitl^^H 
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UnmovM thefe wild tempeftuous Seats fuxrey ^ 

Aad view feneae this leftlefs tolling Sea. 

In vain the Monfteis, which the Coaft infcfik^ 

Spend all theit Rage to inteiiupt hex Reft: 

Hex chaxming Song the Syxen fings in vain. 

She can the tuneful Hypocxite difdain : 

f ix*d and unchanged the faithlefs Woxld behold» 

Deaf to itt Tbxcats, and to its Favoux «old. 

Sages xemaxk, we l.aboui not to ibow 
The will is fiee> but that the Man is fo.' 
fox what inlighten'd Keas'nex can dedaxe 
What Hum^n Will and Undeiftanding are 2 
What Science fxom thofe Objefts can we fxame 
Of which we little know, beGdes the Name? 
The Learned, who with Anatomic Axt 
DiiTed the Mind, and thinking Subftancepazt»] 
And vaxious Fow'is and Faculties afleit $ 
Perhaps by luch Abftxaftion of the Mind 
Divide the Things, that axe in Natuxe joyn^d. 
What Mailexs of tlie Schools can make it cleac 
Thofe Faculties, which Two to them appeajt» 
. Ate not xefiding in the Soul the fame, 
And not diilindi, but by a ditf'ient Name \ 

Thus has the Mafe puxfu*d hex haxdy Themes 
And fung the Woadcu of this aitfiil Fxame. 

E*cx 
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£*« yet one Subtcirancan Arch was made. 
One Cavern vaulted, or one Girder laid ; 
t'er the high Rocks did •'er the Shores arife, 
Or fuowy Mountains towcr'd amidft the Skies 3 
Before the watiy Tioops fil'd off from Land, 
And lay amidft the Kocks entieach'd in Sandjt 
Before the Ak its Bofom did unfold. 
Or buzniih'd Orbs in blue Expanfion loll'd}* 
Sht fung how Nature then in Embryo lay. 
And did the Secrets of hex Biith difplay. 

When aftex, at th' Almighty's high Command^ 
Obedient Waves divided fxom the Land ; 
And Shades aad lazy Mifts weie cbas*d away. 
While xoiie Light di£Eus'd the tendei Day : 
When Uproar ceas'd, and wild. Confafion fled. 
And new-boxn Natuxe laU'd hec beauteous Head 3 
She fung the f xaraye of this Terieftrial File, 
The Hi]ls, the Rocks, the Rivers and the SoiL 
She vlew'd the faady Fiomiexi , which reftiain 
The noilie Infults of th' impxifon'd Maini 
Rang'd o'ei the wide Di&fion of the Waresy 
The moift CeruUdn Walks, and feaxch'd the Coral 
Caves. 

She then fuxvey'd the fluid Fields of Ajr, 
And the exude Seeds of Mcteoxi fiikioa'd there'. 

Theij 
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Then with contiiuf d Flight fte fped her waj, 
Moumed, and bold puifu'd the Source of Dar. 
With Wonder of Celeftial Motions fang. 
How the ppis'd Oibs are in the Vacant hung : 
How the bright Sluces of Ethenal Light 
No«f ihut, defend the Empire of the Night, 
And now diawB up with Wife alternate Care 
Let Floods of Gloiy oat, and fpicad with Dajr 
the Air. 

■ 

Then with a dailng Wing (he foar*d fublime, 
Fcim Realm to Realm > from Oxb to Orb did climb. 
Swift thxo' the (pacious Gulph flic urg'd her Way* 
At length emecg*d in Empyiean Day : 
Where far» oh far, beyond what Mortals fee. 
In the void Diftrifti of Immeniity, 
The Mind new Suns, new Hanets can ezpIore> 
And yet beyond can ft ill imagtae more. 

Thus in bold Numben did th* adventurous Mufe 
To fing the lifdefs Parts of Nature chufe. 
And thcB •dvanc'd to Wonders yet behind, « 
Surveyed, and fung the Vegetable Kind. 
Did lofty Woods, and humble Brakes review, 
Along the Yally fwept, and o*cr the Mountains 

flew. 
Then left the fiow*ty Field and waving Grove, 

And unfatiguM with gcatcfUl Laboui ftiovc 

'■^. 



:^ 
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Ta climb th' amazing heights of Senfe, and fing \ 
The Fow'i pieccptivc, and the inward Sphng S 
Which agitates and guides each living Thing. } 

She next eflay'd the Embxyo's ILife to trace 
Fiom an unfaihion'd, zude, unchannell'd Mafs ^ 
And Tung how Spicits waken 'd in the Szain 
Fxen theix Foicc> and genial Toil maintiin } 
£ie6t the beating Heixt, the Channels fxtme^ 
Unfold entangled Limb8> and kindle vital Flame. 
How tlie fniall Pipes aie in Meandecs laid. 
And bounding Life is to and fzo conveyed. 
How Spitits, which foi Senfe and Motion fcrrey 
Unguided find the peifoiated Nexve- 
Thio' ev*iy daik ReceCs pusfiie theic Flight, 
Unconfcious of the Road and void of Sight, 
Yet ccxtain of the End ftill guide theiz Moti-| 
ons light, 

Fiom thence a nobler Flight ibe di^ eflay. 
The Mind's extended Empire to fuxvcy. 
She fung the Godlike Principle of Thought, 
And'how fiom Objeds by the Senfes bioaght,] 
The Intelleftual Imag'xy is wrought. 
How ihe the Modes of Beings can difcexD^ 
A nice Kefpe^ a meet Relation kaxn : 
Can all the thin abflzaAed Notions reach 
wLch CucUn Wi's> ox, Briwtf, Thine can teach. 

Still* 
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StlU> vanqmik'ii Atbeifbs, will you keep the Field, 
Ajid haid in Eiroi ftill xefufe to yield ? 
Seci all yotu bioken Anns lye fpread aiound* 
.And ignomioious Rout defoxms the Ground. • 
Be Wife, and once admoni(h'd by a Foe, 
Wbeie lies youx Stiengthi and whexe yout Weak- 

nels know. 
Ko moxe at Reafon's folemn Bax appear, 
Hatdy no moxe Scholaftic Weapons beat. 
Disband your feeble Foices, and decline 
The Wax, no moxe in Tinfel Axmoux ihine> 
Noi ihake yout Bullxuih Speaxs, but fwift xepaix 
To your ftxong Place of Aims, the Scofiex's Chair ; 
And thcoce fuppoxted with a mocking Ring, 
Saxcaftic Daxts and keea Inredives fling 
Againft youx Foes, and fceinful at your Feafls 
Religion vanquift with decifive Jefts;, 
Axm'd with lefiftlefs Laughtex Heav*n aflaii, 
Rclinquiih Reafoni and let Mirth pxevaiL 

Good Heav^ 1 that Men, who Taunt diicexning 
Sight, 
And axrogant from Wifdom's diftant Height 
Look down on vulgar Mortals, who revere 
A Caufo Supxcam, ihould theix proud Buiidingt 

leer 
Without one Prop the pondious Pile to bear. 

How 



Book VJT. creation. 

w.jnucli the Judge, who doMin HMv'n pcelldt,* 
nocks the 3cofl«i, and cooienAtt hi) f lide ! 
rtld, ihc fad Uufulfctabic: Heui 
'AdvKDco ueu, which will hU Enoi cute) 
WfacDhccompcll'dlhalldiiiiktlie wiathAil Bowli 7 
And ruiu'd feel iDimonal Vengeance loli > 
Tliio'ail bii Vcini, and diench hit iomoft Soul. S 

Hiil King Supmm ! of Fow'i Immenfe Afa^ri 1 
•Tltbei of Light ! ExhflulUefi Souice of iiSt\ 
Thou Uncieaied, Sdf-eii&eni Ciufc, 
Contcoul'd bj do Supeiioi Being's Liwi) 
Ece Infaoi Light cfl'aj'd to piit ihc Kav, 
Smil'd heav'nJy fvcct, and ciy'd to kindle Day ) 
£re tbc wide Fields of £>tvr weie difplay'd. 
Ot Silver Siati Ccmlcaa Spbeiei inlaid i 
£ie yet the eldeCt Child of Time wu boin, 
Oi vcidant fiide young Natoic didadoin, 
Thau Alt i and didft Liciniry emplof 
In unmoleOcd Peace, in lientuLde of Joy. 

U it( Ideal Fcame the Woild dcGgn'd 
Fiotn Agcc paft lay fioiHi'd in Thy Mind. 
Confbtm to this Divine Imagin'd FI^Hi 
With peife^ Alt cb' amazing Woik began. 
Thy Glaace futvey'd ilie Solitary Flaina, 
Wfaeie JLaptltTi shade inett »od iUent uigui 
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Then in the dadc and ufldiftinguiihM Space, 

UAfcuitful) unificlos'd and wild of Face> 

TJiy Corapafs for the World mark'd out the^ \ 

deftin'd Place. 
Tften didft Thou through t-he Fields of barren 

Night 
Go forth, collefted in Creating Might. 
Where Thou Almighty Vigor didft exert, 
Which £micant did This and That Way dart 
Thro' the black Bofom of the empty Space : 
The Giilphs confefs th' Omnipotent EmbracCi 
And pregnant grown with Elemental Seed 
Vnfintfi'd Orbs, and Worlds in Embryo breed. 
ftom the crude Mafs, Omnifcient Acchiteft, 
Tboa for each Part Materials didft felea. 
And with a Mafter-hand Thy World ereft. 
Laboor'd by Thee, the Globes, vaft lucid Buoys, 
By Thee uplifted float in liquid Skies.' 
By Thy cementing Word their Farts cohere. 
And roll by Thy Impulfive Nod in Air. 
Thou in the Vacant didft the Earth fuTpend, 
Advance the Mountains, and the Vales extend; 
- People the Plains with Flock$, • with Beafts the 
Wood, 
And ftore with Scaly Coloniea the Flood. 

Next Man arofe at Thy Creating Word, 
Of Thy Teircftrial ]\.ealms Vicegcrcot Lord. 

Hi& 




moie antul Labour, moie icfin'di 
loos of biighi ScupHc Mind, 
by Thy Image ipollcfs ffiooe, 
icehcc Auchoi, and ^dot'd ThyThtoilcl 
Lqow, Admiie. Enjoy l.ei God, 
51 higli Felitiiy appUud. 

Thoa dldd aii'chc ffnclous Woildl dl- 



h Sky, uich Vocul Tinners flsg _ ^ 
ite FiHire to Thcc, O Cicai Cieaioi^ 

hill Diltijfig of (he waving Aic, 
Qcers of Sound, Thy Skill dedaie. 
Ill [be Biuthing CieaiuiGsof theStdeir 
acli vig'ious Gale, tliai roving Gict 
et Sea, ihca one loud Tiiumpb (aifei 
[heii Blaits employ iu Song: of Eiufe. 

painted Heiild-Bifds Thy Deeds pco- 

LheirCpteadingWingi convey Thy fame. ■ 
ei, which in Heai'ns Blue Cooeave foai, 
of Caich fupeiioi Scan cxploii 




■ai J 
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And rife with Bxeafts creft againft the Sun, 
Be Minifteis to beat Thy bdght Kenowoy 
And caiiy aident Fiaifes to Thy Thxone. 

Te Fifh aflume a Voice, with Piaifes fill 
The hollow Rock, and loud rea&I?e Hill. 
Let Lions with their Roax their Thanks czpcef$> 
With Acclamations ihake the Wildernefs. 
Let Thunder Clouds, that float from Pope to Pole, 
With Salvos loud falutc Thee as they roll. 
Te Mcmfters of the Sea, ye noifie Waves 
Strike with Applaufe the repexcuflive Caves. 
Let Hail and Rain, let Meteors fbxihM of Fire 
And lambent Flames In this bleft Work confpire. 
Let the high Cedar and the Mountain Pine 
Lowly to thee, Great King, their Heads incline, 
Let ev'ry fpicy Odoriferous Tree 
Piefent its Incenfe, and its Balm to Thee. 

And Thoa» HeavVs Viceroy o*ex thh Woxld 
belov. 
In this bleft Task Supexiox Ardor ihow : ' 
To view thy Self infleA thy Reafon's Ray, 
Nature's rcplenilh*d Theater furvcy 5 
Then all on Pire the Auther's Skill adoie, 
And in loud Sohgs extol Creating Pow'x. 

« 

Degenerate Minds in mazy Erroc lofl 
llix} combat Heav'n, and Impious Tiiumphs bo aft $ 
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k while my Veins feci animaijng Fitei, 
^ vital Ait rhis bieatliing BieaA inrpirrs, 
fncefiil [O Heav'D I'll flteich a. pious Wing, 

Iiaifc, who gave nu: Faw'i to Gng, 
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